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AT LEAST, THAT'S HOW
IT'S SUPPOSED TO WORK

THEY'RE THE DISPLACED-
LEFT HOMELESS AFTER THE
RIKTI INVASION.

Ry OR A HABIT THEY COULON'T LET
R THE AUTHORITIES DISCOVER
Laﬂﬁ i

SPECIAL THANKS TO: RIAN FROSTDRAKE 3 CINDER FLAME




|___ J-...--L

5OME WERE TOO PROUD
TO SEEK ASSISTANCE

EXCEPT FOR ONE

WELL-WORN JEANS AND
AN OVERSIZED VEsT IN
"HELLIONS" COLORS

_. EVERY FEATLIRE, FROM T :
1 Ao0IED EHOES’DT% WE gméy

A GIRL, Asl’AN DESCENT, - .
ASIRL, ASTAN DESCENT, B _ AS JUST ANOTHER DISPLACED...
_-J-’ *‘ *‘




EXCEPT FOR THAT GAZE.

e S—

FIXED INT ENSELY ON THE
RRIDOR LEADING
OWN INT O THE SEWERS

SHE WASN'TBROKEN.
3 NOT YET....




YOU CAN ST ARE
Ll_ YA LIKE

HE AIN
COMIN6 BACK.

SHE WHIPPED AROLIND AT MY WORDS.
THE OTHERS BAQELY NOTICE

..-——;_H

FOR A BRIEF MOMENT : THEN HER DEFENSES CAME up l' FINISHED, A LITT LE ]
HER EYES TOLD ME THAT ‘ AND THE GAZE HARDENI R NOw.
?SLEIT ﬁNEW I SPOKE THE




"I HEAR YOLI'RE
CALLING YOURSELF
"PARTIZAN" NOW

NICE MASK.
WHERE’S THE
CAPE?

PROBABLY EXPECTING HER KNOWLEDGE
TO GIVE HER SOME KIND OF ADVANTAGE

S e T

I DIDN'T CARE- NEVER HID MY
PAST FROM ANYOI

BOTH NAMES HAD GAINED

REPUTATION AS A FIERCE PROTECTOR -
OF THE LESS FORTUNATE j ONE IN THE PAPERS,

E‘Fﬁr-ﬁ-ﬂh—u?u el T R T RST

ONE IN THE STREETS IN A...
NEITHER WAS SOMETHING TO
I : ../MORE DI WAy .. BE ASHAMED OF.
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BESIDES...
« FAMILIARITY WORKS BOTH WAYS




WHAT'S THE
POINT, SHAN?

YOU'p JUST RUN
AWAY FROM
PLACEMENT

AGAIN.

SHANDORA WARD

b S ——

HER PA RENTSRANA GROCERY IN

BAUMTON ABOUT CK
FROM THE GYM I OWNED BEFORE
THE INVASION.

ER MOTHER % KIRASU, USED

ONE OF My
OFFERING SELF DEFENSE " " I
COLRSES TO ANYONE N NEED.
HER FATHER, TOJO TALGHT M
OW 70 MANAGE My BUSINESS 25‘[,56’\1,”53” £ ME THROLIGH THE
TWAS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO T NOW EVERYTHING'S GONE...
I CALL HER "FRIEND.” _ _ |

OOMS AS A DOJO




60D, I MISS HER

; INJHRED IN THE ATTACK THAT KILLED
PA S, SHANDORA WAS

RRIED TO THE EVAC SI‘T ES BY HER
OLDER BROT H52, TOYA




"l FROM THERE, THEY FELL
INTO STATE CARE

RATHER THAN RISK LOSING THE ONLY
_FAMILY THEY HAD LEFT, THEY RAN.
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I TURNED THEM IN ONCE BEFORE-
FOR THEIR OWN GOO0D.
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THE STREETS AREN‘T SAFE FORKIDS

i~

" Or ADULTS, FORTHAT MATTER. 3|
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' i THAT'S HIS VEST
THEY WERE BACK ON THE STREETS IN LESS :

THAN A WEEK... AND TOY A WAS MAKING ELAlCCRa St le.
ENDS ‘MEET HLSTLING WITH ONE OF THE

LOCAL EANGS




NOW THE HELLIONS AREN'T
VEQV "HIGH ON THE CRIMINAL
IN6 ORDER IN PARAGON

THEY MANAGE TO CONTROL A
REASONABLE CHUNK OF TURF AND
%gﬁ LAs LIVING SHAKING DOWN

. OCCASIONALLY, ONE OF THE MISFITS
WILL SCHEME LS SOME "8I6 HEIST' THAT
PROMISES A LIFE OF LLIX RY TO ANYONE
BOLD ENOUGH TO TRY IT

IT SEEMS THAT TOY A WENT
MISSING ON A PART. ICIJLARLY
ILL-ADVISED ADVENTURE

; WOL%ID ON THE STREET WAS THAT A DOZEN

ONS, TOY.

BRAVE THE SEWEl25, TAKE ON THE
KNOWN AS "THE LOST" AND RECOVER

RIKTI WAR AQTIFACTS TO SELL ON THE
BLACK MARKET




~ IcOULD 6O ON FOR HOURS ON
WHY THIS WAS A "BAD IDEA"

+.AND THE LOST
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THE CLURRENT SITUATION.




- T ST LT I

SHE'S LOST EVERYONE AND
E‘EEA‘%’T HING EVER HELD

I HAVE A SCARED, HLIRT
ANGRY KID WHOSE WHOLE
LIFE HAS TURNED UPSIDE
DOWN IN LESS THAN A YEAR.

AND SHELL LIKELY BE DEAD BEFORE
SPRING ROLLS AROLIND LINESS I GET
HER OFF THE STREETS

LUNLESS I CAN WIN ON AN
ENTIRELY DIFFERNT KIND OF
BATTLEFIELD THAN I'M LISED TO.

. emp—. =

I’ NO GOO0D AT THIS STLIFF




YOu SHOULD
BE THINKING
ABOUT...

WELL
WHATEVER IT IS
KIDS YOLIQ AGE
THINK ABOLT...

DLINGEON’S » DRAGONS..,
WHAT’D YOU THINK I MEANT?

YOU DON'T
HAVE TO LIVE
LIKE THIS

THERE ARE
PLACES TO
HELP YOU.

I KNOW WHAT *T* WAS THINKING

ABOUT
PRETTY Si

WHEN HER AGE. BUIT T
LIRE THAT WON'T HELP

HEYé I ALREADY SAID I

N‘T ANY GOOD AT THIS
Pt = _ll




I COULON'T SELL THIS CRAP. l EXASPERATED, I DROPPED THE

' "HERD POSTLIRE" AND SLLIMPED

*‘ AGAINST THE WALL
A - -

g

&
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MY HANDS
SCRATCHING A PATH
OVER THE SOOT

- :
TR HEAVY AS THEY
¥ WERE, THEY'D

T o ALANOST
L - - V' BECONE A
,.‘r SHE WAS POINTING MONTHS
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AT MY GALINTLETS
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I FOLIND EM IN THE RUBBLE OF STEEL GLOVES, GOING LI TO MY ELBOW
MY PLACE AFTER THE WAR CAPPED WITH 3 FOOT-LONG BLADES THAT
NEVER SEEMED TO DLILL




SOME HERO PROBABLY

FELL THERE...
OR NEARBY....
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02 THAT I NEVER COLULD FIND
ERO IN THE REGISTRY THAT EVER
LISED SUCH WEAPONS

SHE DION'T NEED TO KNOW THAT,
WITH NO "POWERS" OF My OWN,
%’_’DM NEARLY BEEN GLTTED A DOZEN

THAT FOR ALL I KNEW,
' THESE WEAPONS WERE
USED BY THE INVADERS-
EVEN ON HER







WELL, AFTER THIS KIND
OF LIFE, NOTHING ELSE
REALLY SIZES UP, Y'KNOW?
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THE SLIGHTEST SHY
SMILE CREPT OUT FROM
LINDER THE GRIME.

- ITOOK IT AS AN : 3
OPENING .ONEIWASN’T
TO MISS.

BUT THIS ISN'T ABOUT
ME, KID, WHAT’S YOUR
NEXT MOVE?




(il

THE SMI LE DI SAPPEARED

YOLU'RE
SMARTER
THAN THAT.

YOU CANT 6O
AFTER HIM

NOT ALONE BT WE'LL
FORM A SEARCH PARTY.
THE HELLIONS TAKE CARE
OF THEIR OWN.

HER VOICE BETRAYED
HER. SHE DIDN‘T
BELIEVE IT EITHER.

THE HELLIONS KNOW
WHEN TO CUT AND RUN-
AND THEY HAVE A KNACK
AT THE RUNNING PART-

4 WEJL/ST
. @!

SHE DIDNT 547 1
DIDNT |
|

WHATEVER HER BROT HER

FOUND TOOK OUT A WHOLE
TEAM OF HELLIONS.

E-a

NICE
FANTASY,
BUT ONE
THAT'LL GET
HER KILLED

BESI DES THEY DON'‘T
REGARD

FOR LADIES IN THEIR
RANKS.

AS MLIC S I
HATED TO, IHADTO
KEEP PLISHING

BUT YOU ALREADY KNEW
THAT. OTHERWISE YOU'D
BE IN ONE OF THEIR

ASTY-HOT HIDEOUTS
INSTEAD OF SHIVERING
AROLIND A FIRE BARREL




-

POOR KID WAS SHIVERING, AND
IT WASN'T FROM THE COLD.

 BUT THIS WASN'T OVER YET. SHE’S - )
6OT ONE MORE FIGHT IN HER ]

I'LL MAKE THEM
LISTEN, I'LL MAKE
THEM HELP...

I’ NOT GOING
TO LET YOU
THROW YOLIR

LIFE AWAY. IT'S
NOT WHAT TOY A

. AND IT'S
CERT AINLY NOT
WHAT YOLR
PARTENTS
WOLILD HAVE
WANTED.

o
Y TIMETO GET
‘ KIp. ' : il

ALMOST THROUGH.,. |
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WORST PART ABOUT
HAVING A HEART-TO
HEART IN BOOMTOWN
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J"/M NOT A RELIGIOLS
BUT I PRAYED I D
f/vp’ HER S AFE IN ONE OF
THE SHELTERS ...

. WHILE I FEARED
FINDING HER DEAD IN
ONE OF THE GUTTERS.

SHE MANAGED TO STAY OFF
MY RADAR FOR A Wi




T

o <IN TROLBLE
WITH THE SKULLS
T T— W )
il ]
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BUT SHE MADE UP FOR IT WITH AN e ~ 2

- ] - "\v 3 T
{  ALMOST UNNATLRAL AGILITY AND = :
SR AT FERe | SO /MUCH LIKE HER MOTHER.
- |

e . B —————




I FIGRED SHE WAS FORCING THE
i IWASNT LOOING FORWARD TO
HELLIONS TO TAKE NOTICE. T AKING HER DOWN.

BUT I COULON'T LET A GANG

MAKE SLIRE TH WAR ERLIPT IN THE HEART OF
TAKE HER SERIOLISLY PARAGON C

o

"I COULD CARE LESS ABOUT
WoS TASOENED 1O THeaE
BOTTOM-DWELLE

RS, BUT
THESE BOYS HAD FIREPOWER

ANOTHER BOOMTOWN
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BESIDES, SOONER OR LATER,
HER LLICK WOULD RUN OUT.

woom oy

RS
oW




é #stscz TWITCH FROM

I'MTOO FARTO D

ANYTHING EXCEPT WATCH

MY LATE FRIEND'S KID GET
SLAUGHTERED

_— S =

-~

STEPPING INSIDE,
KNOCKING THE GUN AWAY
JUST AS IT GOES OFF

ISHING THE POOR
H A KICK HIS
HILOREN WILL FEEL




SMART MOVE, PAL. |




NO BLADES FOR THIS ONE.

B - - \I
JUST AS T MADE My MOVE, SHE . . 2 ¢
A KNEE 8Y ONE OF T ?&‘,* \I =
LS CHECRES NEe PULoE, . LM
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, I REGISTERED.
F . TOLD EM IWAS 18

5HE DIDN'T JUMP AT MY VOICE-
AN ARREST TELEPORTER, I WONDE| HOWM N6M SHE KNEW I
WAS WATCHIN

3

| Shandc:-ra War::l

SHE TOSSED ME HER BADGE.
NO F ANGY CODE NAWES FOR THIS ONE




ARE YOU
GOING TO
REPORT ME?

EVEN A MINOR WITH SLIPERPOWERS NEEDS
SPONSORSHIP BEFORE REGISTRATION,
AND SHAN WASN'T EXACTLY SHOOTING
FLAMES FROM HER FISTS.

BUT THAT'D JUST DRIVE A
WEDGE BETWEEN US.

SHE’D BE QACK ON THE STREET, FISHT INS
R OWN PERSONAL CRLUSADE, BUT THI
TI ME WITH NO EMERGENCY TELEPORT! ER, NO

BACKUP, AND NO SUPERVISION.
I OWED KURISU MORE THAN THAT.




DAD USED TO SAY

"PROTECOR."

AND THAT WE'D
HAVE TO DECIDE
WHICH

DEFINITION
APPLIED.

IT'S TIME
TO BE A
PROTECTOR

GHOST OF A
MILE CRACKED ON
THAT FACE

AFTER THIS KIND OF
LIFE, NOTHING ELSE
REALLY SIZES UP,
Y’KNOW

AGAIN, SHE DREW
THE VEST TIGHT.

KID, WHEN
YOU'RE

I'LL 60
WITH YOU.




THREE WEEKS AFTER REéISTERING AT
ATLAS PARK, SHANDORA WARD

UT O SEWERS
AN AND OTHERS COVERED HER

' TOYA REMAINS HELD IN THE ZIe
REHABILITATION WARD

HE STILL DENIES ANY MEMORY OF
HIS FORMER LIFE

SHANDORA VISITS HIM EVERY FRIDAY.

WHEN SHE'S NOT PROWLING THE

ST QEETS OF PARAG ONC

SHANDORA CAN BE FOLIND WORKING AT
EIEEH%RLIS THOMPSON COMMUNITY

IN EXCHANGE FOR HEQ HELP, THEY LET
HER USE THE COMMUNITY ROOM TO
TEACH SELF DEFENSE TLIESDAY NIGHTS

HE'S B EN AWARDED HER GED AND I
TO START CLASSES AT PGU
MESTEQ




SHANDORA WARD

SHANDORA WAS MY FIRST "NATURAL" MARTIAL ARTS / SUPER REFLEXES
SCRAPPER. SHE'S NEVER HAD A TRAVEL POWER, AND LIKELY NEVER WILL, BUT
SHE’SQUICK ENOUGH ON HER FEET.

IVE HAD TROLBLE ON OCCASION WITH SHAN BEING "HIT ON." THOUGH I TRIED NOT
TO DRESS HER TOO PROVOCATIVELY, I'VE BEEN TOLD THAT HER SMALLER CHEST
WIFE LAOV(EDSLOTEI ACOOQDINATED COSTUME MEANS I'M MORE LIKELY A WOMAN. MY

SHAN’S OFTEN FOUND SOLO IN THE PVP ZONES, BUT SHE ALSO OCCASIONALLY
TEAMS WITH My WIFE'S FIRE/FIRE CONTROLLER "DEVOURING FLAME" AND ONE OF
RIAN FROSTDRAKE’S ALWAYS-CHANGING ALTS

SHANDORA'S ORIGINAL NOW THAT SHE’S EARNED SHANDORA SUPPORTED HER MARTIAL ARTS
"RUNAWAY" LOOK, SOME SPENDING CASH, LONGBOW OPERATIONS ROBES ARE BASED ON
SHE'LL OCCASIONALLY SHANDOQA'S CLEANED UP IN BLOODY BAY, SIRENS HER MOTHER’S LOOK

RESS D\ A BIT, CALL, AND NOW

PAQT ICHLAQLY IN SHE'S LEFT HER WARBLIRG

MESSY SEWER RUNS. BROTHER’S OLD VEST
WITH HIM, INSTEA ALTHOUGH SHE ISNT AN
SPORTING A ATHER OFFICIAL MEMQER, SHE
JACKET THAT CAN WEARS A MODIFIE
ABSORR MORE ABUSE. SPECIAL OPERATIONS

UNIFORM WHILE IN THE

SHE ALSO LOST THAT FIELDO WITH THEM.
RATTY BANDANA




AUTHOR' S
NOTES:

PARTIZAN'S STREET
GARB. WITHOUT
POWERS OF HIS OWN,

SUPRISE AND
DECEPTION ARE KEY.

THE NIGHT WIND OFF THE
SURF IS CHILLY ENOUGH
THAT HE FIN

INVESTED IN A MILITAQY
SURPLUS JACKET

PARTIZAN

PARTIZAN STARTED LIFE AS THE CLAWS SCRAPPER "TRENCHANT" ON THE LIBERTY SERVER.
NEITHER REGEN NOR INVULNERABILITY REALLY SEEMED RIGHT FOR MY "NATURAL" HERO
HERE, SO I DECIDED THAT STALKING MIGHT BE FOR HIM.

I DELETED MY LEVEL 30 HERO ONLY TO FIND THAT, LESS THAN A MINUTE LATER, THE NAME
WAS NO LONGER AVAILABLE FOR THE VILLAIN SIDE. I RETCONNED THE NAME CHANGE- HE
WAS ALw4ys PARTIZAN.

WHEN THINGS SETTLED IN PARAGON, PARTIZAN DECIDED THAT HE'D BE BEST LTI LIZED IN
THE ROGLIE ISLES. HE BUILT UP A GOVER STORY AS ARADICAL CRITIC OF CITY A
RADICAL ENOLI6H TO RESORT TO VIOLENCE. ONCE ON THE ROGUE ISLES, HE METE

HIS OWN FORM OF STREET -JLISTICE AND MAINTAINS A GROUP OF "F ALLEN HERO" SORT S
KNOWN AS "THE REVENANTS"

PARTIZAN CONTINUES TO INFILTRATE ARACHNOS AND FEED INFORMATION BACK TO
PARAGON CITY. HE'S OFTEN SEEN RAIDING WITH THE FIRE CONTROLLER "FORSAKEN PYRA"
AND THE ALWAYS-COLORFLUL VIOLET TENDENCIES.

EARLY IN HIS TRAVELS ON WHEN GOING AGAINST PARTIZAN'S ORIGINAL
THE ROGLIE ISLES, | LONGROW, PARTIZAN "COSTUME" CONSISTED
PART. IZAN ACQUIRED’ AN TEN TAKES THE GUISE OF BASIC, WELL WORN
ARACHNOS CAPE AND OF ONE OF THEIR OWN PANTS AND AN OLD SWAT
HELM. OPERATIVEs.... JAGKET FOR ADDED

PROTECTION...
HE WEARS THIS IN PART . OR ISTHIS HIS REAL
TO FEIGN LOYALTY TO UNIF ORM? WHEN HE
ARACHNOS... IN PART AS ENTERS WARBLIRG, IS
A THIS WHAT HE LISES TO

DARE TO ANYONE:
MEET WITH LONGBOW
TRY TO TAKE IT BACK AND PASS IN‘T ELLIGENCE
THEIR WAY?

AND... OF COURSE... THE
GALINTLETS.




