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JTAHLES From
PARAGUN CITS

“NERD NO MORE!"

- A CITY-OF HEROES STORY BY-DAVID 2

SOME PEOPLE BECOME HEROES DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND
THEIR CONTROL.

OTHER PEOPLE BECOME HEROES TO MAKE A QUICK BUCK.

AND THEN THERE ARE THOSE WHO WANT TO BECOME A HERO
SIMPLY TO ESCAPE THEIR LOT IN LIFE.

FOR A MIDDLE-LEVEL CIVIL SERVANT NAMED PHIL SKI, BEING A
HERO MEANS A WAY OUT OF THE YEARS OF REJECTION FOR
BEING THE WORST OF ALL THINGS IN PARAGON CITY... NORMAL.
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POCKET D NIGHTCLURB, UPPER BLUE SIDE

~@s

7 WS,

ABSOLUTELY , SIR.

AS LONG AS YOU
2N . DON'T TRY TO ASK
P ME OUT. IVE
: B \(READY HAD TO
A - TGHT OFF THREE
OTHER GUYS.

|

I'M SORRY, SIR,
BUT I'VE BEEN HERE
FOR OVER FOLIR
HOURS NOW AND I
HAVEN'T SEEN
ANYONE LOOKING
FOR A “PHIL”,

HI, MY NAME
IS PHIL SKI...

AND I JUST
GOT STOOD UP
ON A DATE.

BUT I SUPPOSE
THAT IS TO BE
EXPECTED.

EXCUSE ME...
CAN I ASK you
A QULIESTION?

I WAS SLUIPPOSED TO
MEET SOMEONE HERE
ABOUT AN HOLIR AGO.

HAS ANYONE 2EEN
ASKING FOR PHIL?
FEMALE, SORT OF
BROWNISH-HAIR?

CAN I GET yOou

ANYTHING, SIR? A

DRINK? ORDER

SOMETHING FROM
| THE KITCHEN?

NO, THAT'S OKAY.
I GLIESS
SOMETHING JUST
CAME UP WITH
HER. THANKS.

YOU'RE NOT
SUPPOSED
TO BE HERE,
NORM.

SHORT FOR
"NORMAL".

IF ONLY SHE




CITY HALL, ATLAS PARK

THIS IS WHERE I WORK, | ™™= -

e — e

— = = —— . iy

YES, I AM AN ACTUAL CIVIL SERV \-

HER NAME IS SLISAN
DAVIES. SHE RUNS
E.L.I.T.E.

I GUIESS WE SORT
OF GOT OUR
WIRES CROSSED,
BECALISE T : COLILON'T
THOUGHT WE WERE _ MAKE IT,
SUPPOSED TO P SORRY .,
MEET IN POCKET D
LAST NIGHT.

I KNOW I WAS
THERE...

THAT'S OKAY,
I SUPPOSE THINGS YEAH, THAT'S
DO HAPPEN. IT. ALL OF

THE ABOVE.
SO... FAMILY
EMERGENCY? LAST-
MINUTE CALL?
ZOMBIE
APOCALYPSE? RIKTI
INVASION?

LISTEN, IF YOU DIDN'T
WANT TO GO OUT WITH ME,
ALL YOU HAD TO DO WAS
TO SAY NO.

THIS ISN'T HIGH SCHOOL
ANYMORE, SUUSAN. WE'RE
SUPPOSED TO BE ADLILTS.

I DIDN'T APPRECIATE
HAVING TO WASTE TWO
HOURS IN THE BAR IF YOU
WEREN'T GOING TO BE
THERE IN THE FIRST PLACE.

WEVE KNOWN EACH OTHER
SINCE HIGH SCHOOL. SHE
WAS ALWAYS LINATTAINABLE.

I THOUGHT SINCE WE WERE
ALL GROWN-LIP Z%AT SHE

WOLILD HAVE CHANGED.




LOOK, I HAD EVERY INTENTION OF
HUMORING YOU AND BEING THERE.
BUT THEN MY BROTHER'S FRIENDS
CALLED UP AND I COULDN'T SAY NO
TO THEM.

YOUWRE A NICE GUY, PHIL, BUT
YOUW'RE NOT WHAT I'M LOOKING FOR

I'M SORRY YOU
DIDN'T GET THE HINT
LAST NIGHT, BUT I'/M
MAKING IT LOUD AND
CLEAR NOW,

IN MY LIFE.

I'M LOOKING FOR SOMEONE...
DIFFERENT. SOMEONE A LITTLE
MORE... OH HELL , I'M LOOKING FOR A
HERO, AND YOW'RE JUST NOT IT.

Ea N

THAT HURT. = LR . ' - AT LEAST SHE

BUT I SUPPOSE I WAS
ASKING FOR IT.

DIDN'T SAY THAT
I WAS A NERD.

TWENTY YEARS
LATER AND I'M
STILL DEALING
WITH THAT SLLR.

I GOT ANOTHER
COMPLAINT THAT
YOU WERE HASSLING

§ SLISAN DAVIES OVER
AT E.L.I.T.E. AND NOT
LETTING HER DO HER
JOR THERE.

! A I THOUGH YOU AND I
UH-OH... ] ) J HAD THIS
i .. | CONVERSATION
ADY

THAT'S MY " -
BOSS.. BRIGHTD ALWAYS BODES
MOREIRA ILL FOR ME.

i [m -
: -
-— | - £

WAIT A MINUTE...
HOLD ON... IT'S
NOT LIKE THAT
AT ALL., LET ME
EXPLAIN...

MISTER SKI,
DAY TO FIX A
PROBLEM WITH BEFORE YOoU
HER PDA. I GOT
IT FIXED AND WE
JUST STARTED
TALKING...
; ' TALKED

ABOUT THIS
BEFORE.




I AM NOT AN
IDIOT.

DO YOU REALLY
THINK I DON'T
KNOW WHAT'S
GOING ON IN THIS
BUILDING?

WE 2OTH KNOW
THAT SUSAN'S
BROTHER RICK IS
BEHIND THESE
COMPLAINTS. HE
HATES NORMS

| EVER SINCE HE
WAS FORCED TO
RETIRE AS A HERO.

HEY ELIGENE...

SO WHERE WERE
YOU AND YOUR
"HOT DATE"?

THAT'S WHAT SHE SAID THE
LAST TIME, GENE/

AND BEFORE THAT IT WAS
BECAUSE HER BUTT-CAPE WAS
AT THE CLEANERS, AND
BECALISE GHOST WIDOW HAD
AN ASSIGNMENT FOR HER.

WHAT?

DUDE, I AM
50 OVER JEN
GLAMOLIR!

I ——

= - i ——
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THE PROBLEM IS THAT HE IS
A FEDERAL AGENT. HE HAS
SENIORITY AND PULL., I
CANNOT CONTROL HIM,.

YOU, HOWEVER, T
CAN CONTROL.

SO TREAT THIS AS
AN OFFICIAL
NOTICE, MISTER
SKI. STAY AWAY
FROM E.L.I.T.E. AND
SUSAN DAVIES, OR
YOU AND I WILL
HAVE THE TALK THAT
YOU DON'T WANT.

HEY THERE SPORT/ FLINNY
YOU SHOULD MENTION
THAT. SEE, I GOT AN
EMAIL FROM HER SAYING

WHEN WILL YOU ACCEPT THE
FACT THAT JEN GLAMOUR
WILL NEVER GO OUT WITH
you?

SHE'S A CYBER-TEASE.
THAT'S HOW SHE MAKES
HER MONEY,

THANK YOU/s

IT'S ABOUT TIME
THAT YOU MOVED
ON AND FOLIND
SOMEONE A LITTLE
CLOSER TO HOME.




NAH, JEN
GLAMOLR'S A
DOMINATOR,
SHE CAN'T WEAR
A BUTT-CAPE.

BESIDES, SHE'S

MY HEART
BELONGS TO |

KIMALYIA WOLFE?

AS IN THE TRUST FLIND
CELEBLINAUGHTY -
TURN-GOLDODIGGING
WIDOW OVER IN THE
ROGLIE ISLES?

TOO PLASTIC.

SHE ONLY DATES THAT KIMALYIA

ATHLETES. WOLFE?

YEAH! SHE'S REALLY HOT/

ESPECIALLY WHEN SHE'S
WEARING THAT SKIN-TIGHT
WIDOW OUTFIT AND THOSE
WICKED-COOL SHADES... SORT
OF LIKE WHAT I HAVE EXCEPT THEY
GIVE, LIKE, TACTICAL DISPLAYS
OF HER ENEMIES.

AND HER WEBSITE ISN'T THAT
EXPENSIVE... ONLY $9.95 A MONTH
INSTEAD OF $19 AT JEN
GLAMOUR'S SITE... WHICH IS
DOWN I'MA TOLD ANYWAY ...

SHE’'S THE ONE THAT
WE WERE SUPPOSED TO
MEET LAST NIGHT AT
TOCs M T S
‘=—'== COLILON'T 8E THERE.

PHIL? DUDE? WHERE
ARE YOU GOING?

WHY AM I NOT
SLIRPRISED?

OKAY, THIS IS THE AGENCY
THAT I'A ASSIGNED TO...
s'ElQ'Allel

ABOLT A MONTH AGO I
VOLLINTEERED FOR SOME
EXTRA WORK WITH THEM.

THEY'RE TRYING OUT SOME
EXPERIMENT AL MLISCLE
GROWTH FORMULA... THE
NON-STEROID KIND,

THIS IS THE 6Uy IN
CHARGE... JONATHAN
HEY A DOC... WAS

ST. JOHN SMYTHE.
' WONDERING IF

——
SAY THAT THREE v YOou GOT THE
TIMES FAST. " [ TB'EASCT RESLLTS
e i L K,

OH... PHILLIPS! IT'M
GLAD YOU CAME IN.

I HATETO TELL
You... BUT THE
RADIATION

| TREATMENT DION'T
WORK. SORRY, WE
DIDN'T CLIRE THE
CANCER...

OKAY, NOBODY EVER
SAID THAT HE'S THE
SHARPEST TACK IN
THE BLINCH.




I'M MESSING YOLR TEST

WITH YOU, RESULTS SHOW NO
PHIL. SIGNS OF AFTER-

aTHOUEH , ErEeTS TOTHE

THERE IS A -

l GUuY NAMED F
| PHILLIPS
THAT HAS
CANCER. ..

WHICH IS
REMARKABLE
BECAUISE WE CAN'T

| DLIPLICATE IT ON
ANYONE ELSE.

, WEVE TRIED FIVE
HUMAN

VOLLINTEERS,
TWO RATS, AND
A GERRIL AND
NONE OF THEM
SHOWED EVEN THE

W ”w
SMALLEST KINDS I MEAN... *POOF:!
OF RESULTS

THAT YoU | BIG MESS.

DI SPLAYED. JUST KIDDING...
NO CHANGE
EITHER ON THE
GERBIL.

EXCEPT FOR THE
GERBIL.

HE EXPLODED.

SO WHAT DOES IT
MEAN, DOC?

DOES IT MEAN IT
WAS A FLUKE?

DOES IT MEAN IT

NOT ON ANYONE OR
ANYTHING ELSE.,

BUT SINCE YOLI'RE

IT MEANS WE DON'T
KNOW WHY IT ONLY
WORKS ON YOU AND

EAGER TO TRY OUT
‘Q\/g’X’IN‘g/OQK ON Me s ' THE RESULTS...

I'tL AUTHORIZE THE
FIELO-TESTING.

BUT IT HAS TO BE
LINDER STRICTEST
CONFIDENCE. AND
WE'LL BE TESTING
YOU EXTENSIVELY
FOR THE FIRST FEW
TIMES TO MAKE
SURE THERE ARE NO
LATENT EFFECTS.
LINDERST AND?

PERFECTLY/ THANKS
DOC! THAT'S EXACTLY
WHAT I'VE BEEN
WAITING TO HEAR/




THE DAY cOULD NORMALLY I'D GO
NOT END FAST ; RIGHT HOME, POP IN
ENOLIGH FOR ME/ . &9 SOME POT PIES AND
1 WATCH PNN SHOWS
LINTIL I FALL ASLEEP,

2 ' - - E i. Lyt L83
| BUT NOT THESE PAST
FEWW EKS...

. w L

BUT IT DOESN'T
MATTER, THOLIGH...

BOY, MY FEET ARE
| TIRED... IT’S BEEN A
HELL OF AWALK TO
=| GET HERE.

IVE ALWAYS
WANTED TO

THE CLOTHING STORE (22 (2 S

FOR SLIPERHEROES
ALL OVER PARAGON
cITY/

S| THIS 16 WHERE | _ = ow... T
I WILL DEVELOP [== - - DON‘T WANT TO |
MY LOOK! A EVER LEAVE/

STATESMAN, POSITRON,
| SISTER PSYCHE, MYNX,
MS. LIBERTY ...

_

£ -' = 0On
WM AT SOME POINT THEYVE L ' :
| ALL COME HERE TO €T |
| THEIR OLITFITS MADE. ——

THEY ARE THE BEST
AT WHAT THEY DO/
THE ABSOLUTE BEST/

THIS IS SO
WICKED KEWL/




J GOOD EVENING,
SIR, AND WELCOME
TO ICON, THE

mm CLOTHING STORE
FOR HEROES AND
SUPERHEROES/

" CAN I SEE YOLIR
HERO ID PLEASE?

THIS STORE IS
ONLY FOR
REGISTERED
HEROES THROUGH
THE HERO ID
SYSTEM. YOLR
TOKEN CAN ONLY BE
USED IN
CONJUNCTION WITH
YOUR HERO ID
CARD., I'M SORRY.

IS THAT ANOTHER
ONE OF THOSE
D@MN S.E.R.A.P.H.
| TOKEN PEOPLE?

ves ste. | R

D@MN IT ALL...
SEND HIM TO ME/

WHAT KIND OF
HEROIC IMAGE ARE
YOU LOOKING TO

| PORTRAY?

| WELL, T DON'T KNOW,
I WAS HOPING YOU
FOLKS WOLILD HELP.

UMM... HI, I DON'T
HAVE A HERO ID
CARD YET.

I HAVE THIS TOKEN
FROM S.E.R.A.P.H.

| AND...

YEAH, B8UT YOU DON'T
LINDERSTAND... I HAVE
TO REGISTER IN MY
HERO FORM, AND I

) CAN'T DO THAT
BECAUSE I DON'T
HAVE ANY CLOTHES
TO WEAR IN THAT
FORM AND I DON'T
WANT TO RLIN
AROLIND NAKED...

OKAY, TOKEN-BOY,
| LISTEN UP AND
LISTEN GOOD...

YOUW'RE ONLY HERE
BECALISE ST, JOHN
SMYTHE IS A FRIEND
OF THE OWNER AND
HE HAS NO cLUE HOwW
MY STORE DOES
BUSINESS., IT'M
DOING YOU A FAYOR
BY BENDING THE
RULES THIS TIME,

R BLIT THAT'S IT.

D@®/MN IT TOKEN-80Y, |
I DON'T HAVE THE
PATIENCE FOR YOU/

I'M GOING TO GIVE
YOU TO ONE OF MY
SHIFT PEOPLE. I
NEED TO GET SOME
ASPIRIN.




I’'M SORRY ABOUT

THAT, SIR., SERGE IS

SORT OF CRANKY

TODAY, ESPECIALLY )
m WHEN IT COMES FROM STUPID ABSENT-
-y s'E'Q’AlleI AND MINDED TWIT ...

THOSE FREE TOKENS. R HE G SEND

I'M SINELLE. CAN I ' e b e
ASK YOU WHAT YOLIR COVE TO JUST TELL
ACierveE fee s
. WHERE THE SLIN DON‘T
T SHINE, WHY CAN'T
| THEY JUST FOLLOW
HI SINELLE... I'M... PROCEDLIRES?
WELL I DON'T HAVE A 2 .
HERO NAME YET... eUT
I THINK THE DOC
SAIDI'M A... TANK?

‘eteeie g\ { U YEATL THE 0OC
e eair rancee. (| G2 QTG S
WHO 16 REALLY THAT HE SAYS WOLILD
TOUGH AND | LINLEASH THE FORMULA
STPONG | ALREADY IN MY

’ SYSTEM. HE SAID yYOU

COLILD ENCODE THE
KIND OF MAN THAT I ‘
REALLY LIKE. \ OIT IN IT.

e EIT YO SOLINDS LIKE ST. JOHN

SMYTHE'S WORK, OKAY
\YOLIR POWERS? , GIVE ME A FEW MINUTES,

OKAY, YOUR
ACTIVATING
AGENT HAS BEEN
ENCODED, SO
GO AHEAD AND
GIVE IT ATRY.

VW,

*HEH..." YOU MAY
WANT TO STEP
| BACK FOR THIS.

HERE GOES...

- )
v,

MY HEART IS
POLINDING
FAST... I CAN
FEEL IT
BUILDING LP.

7 4NV = i

~

IT'S BURN.
MY VEINS.




FREAKING
AWESOME///

CHECK OUT THE GUNS
ON THESE ARMS,
BABY/! YEAH!/ FLEX-
W TIME!/ POSIN/
ROcCk THE BODY!
= LOVE THE BODY/

GOT ME SOMETHING
THAT SHOWS OFF THIS
RIPPED MOUNTAIN OF
MUSCLE! CHECK IT
OUT/ YEAH BABY/

| WELL, sIR?
WHAT DO You
HINK9

o
CHECK OUT
MY LATS
AND TRAPS/

&

—
N

OKAY, T'LL ADMIT IT, TM A ==
SHOW-OFF NOW THAT I'M ALL ’
BUFF AND RIPPED.

THIRTY YEARS OF BEING A

SUPER-SKINNY TWERP, AND
NOW I'M A MONSTER/

YOU D@MN STRAIGHT I'M
GONNA BOAST ABOUT IT/
I'M GOING TO LET
EVERYONE KNOW JUST WHAT
KIND OF A GUIY THAT I WAS
ALWAYS MEANT TO EE...
NOT THAT SKINNY NERD
WITH THE GLASSES.




MM Ocor
YOU LOOK GREAT, SIR. v

NOW IF YOU DON'T MIND, (%) e aee e
: _ WHAT ARE YOUI
WE NEED TO DISCUSS | - TALKING ABOUT?
PAYMENT FOR... | THIS IS ALL
‘ SLPPOSED TO BE
ON MY TOKEN/

YES, SIR, THE CODING

FOR THE ACTIVATING THE SUPPRESSING
AGENT IS COVERED BY | AGENT...

THE FREE TOKEN YOU GOT .

FROM DR. ST. JOHN

SMYTHE...

- Eas..
\ ,
HOWEVER, THE I'LL GO BACK TO BEING

SUPPRESSING AGENT IS éL[\(’)E‘I%DE’SQV%I\/p’IY CHANGE

NOT CODED, AND SO IF BACK AND I'LL BE

yYou USE IT, YOU'LL LOSE SWIMMING AROLIND IN
YOUR MASS 2UT you THIS QUAD-X-SIZED
WON'T CHANGE BACK. OLITFIT?

YES SIR, THAT'S PRETTY
MUCH SUMS IT UP. OR
IF SOMEONE

| INTRODUCES THE
SUPPRESSING AGENT,
YOU'RE PRETTY MUCH

wOow. OKAY... WELL THEN I
GLESS I BETTER HURRY
AND GET REGISTERED SO I
CAN COME BACK HERE AND
GET THE SUPPRESSING
AGENT ENCODED TOO.

OH... AND THANKS SINELLA
\ FOR ALL YOUR WORK,

T YESSIR, I'M GOING
TO COME UP WITH A
BUFF NAME TO GO
WITH MY RIPPED
BOD AND I'/A GOING
TO GET THAT CRED
bl SO WE CAN FINISH

i\ THE JOB...

BUT BEFORE I DO... : Y YEAH, T'/A BEING A

REAL SHOWOFF.

WANNA MAKE
SOMETHING OF IT?

I GOTTA DO THIS...




~ T YR 0

OKAY, NEXT STOP HAS
TO BE FREEDOM CORPS
HEADQUARTERS IN

GALAXY CITY. hl ﬁ
TIME TO OFFICIALLY W=

BECOME A HERO. : - YEAH, I cOULD GO TO
CITY HALL TO DO IT...

BUT THE DOC SAID I HAD TO
DO THIS LINDER STRICT
CONFIDENCE, SO I COULDN'T
SHOW LIP AT MY WORKPLACE
AND HAVE SOMEONE THERE
RECOGNIZE ME.

HELLOOO/
HELLO? BIG BEEFY :},l . ANYONE BACK =
SUPER-STRONG GUY [ ’ THERE?

LOOKING TO
BECOME A
REGISTERED
SLIPERHERO HERE/

WAIT, THAT REALLY
SOLINDS LAME.

e B o S ;} THANK YOU,
IF YOU'RE LOOKIN' U | e MAAM. TLL
FOR THE GLIY - - BE SLIRE TO
HANDLING SUPERHERO ' . DO JUST
REGISTRATION, HE'S I
ONLY THERE DLIRING
NORMAL BUSINESS
HOLIRS. - q

BUSINESS HOURS

TRY CHECK WITH THE
EFF-SEE GIRL OVER
THERE Y THE STATLUE.

BE A SWEET

7
y YOU MIGHT WANT TO | f L Y ; ONLY? THAT MUST

EVEN HAVE THAT/ &

UM... HI... BIG BEEFY SUPER-STRONG
GUY LOOKING TO BECOME A
REGISTERED HERO... I WAS TOLD THAT...

YES, I COULDN'T
HELP BUT HEAR

YOU OVER THERE... WOW... SHE’S HOT/

THOSE FREEDOM CORPS
PEOPLE SLIRE KNOW HOW
TO FILL OUT A BODYSUIT/

DOES SHE DO FIELD-
WORK? WILL I BE
ALLOWED TO TEAM-UP
WITH HER AS A HERO?




OUR HERO
REGISTRATION
DESK IS ONLY
OPEN DURING
NORMAL
BUSINESS HOLIRS.

YOU SHOULD TRY
THE ONE AT CITY
HALL.

FRAG/ NO/ I CANT
GO THERE/

e

I MEAN... I KNOW THESE
THINGS SORT OF
HAPPEN AND ALL, BUT
ISN’T THERE A
CONTINGENCY TO THIS
SORT OF PROBLEM? I
REALLY NEED TO GET
REGISTERED BEFORE I
GET IN TROUBLE.

HERE’'S WHERE WORKING
AT CITY HALL PAYS OFF.
THERE IS A FALL-BACK
FOR EVERYTHING/

THANKS... I REALLY
APPRECIATE THIS/

= -
i NOTE TO SELF: I GOTTA =N\
FIND OUT WHO SHE IS / '/

AND IF SHE'S SINGLE/

*RING-RiNgs

GREAT... I SHOULD HAVE
GONE HOME FIRST AND
LEFT THE PHONE/

W I'AN SORRY MA... IT'S

4| JUST THAT... "COUGH-
COLIGH"... I'M RLINNING
A BIT OF A cOLD
AND. .,

FRAG/ I GOTTA REMEMBER
THAT MY VOICE CHANGES
NOW THAT I'M A BUFF-BOD/

I GOTT A SOLIND WHINY
AGAIN, eUT NOT LOUD
ENOLIGH FOR THE OTHERS
TO HEAR IT.

WELL... ACTUALLY
THE THING IS I'M
SORT OF IN A RUSH
RIGHT NOW, AND
THE Uy AT CITY
HALL SAID HIS
TERMINAL WAS
DOWN SO HE SAID I
NEEDED TO COME
HERE TO REGISTER...

WAIT.. CITY HALL'S PC IS
DOWN... AGAIN? GREAAAAAT/

OKAY, I SHOULDN'T BE
TELLING YOU THIS... BUT YOU
CAN GET REGISTERED OVER AT
THE SUPERGROLIP
REGISTRATION BOOTH ON MY
RIGHT.

JUST TELL HIM SUZE SAID IT
WAS OKAY AND HE'LL GET YOU
SET UP, ALRIGHT?

OKAy? you
SOLIND
DIFFERENT.

OH DEAR... WERE YOU OUT PARTYING
» LATE AGAIN? YOU AND YOUR

FRIENDS NEED TO STOP DOING

THAT. IT'S JUST NOT HEALTHY.

LISTEN, YOU NEED TO COME
OVER AND I'LL FIX YOU SOME
GOO0OD OLO-FASHIONED SOLIP.,
AND THERE'S SOMEONE I WANT
YOU TO MEET. YOU KNOW
GLADYS? MY NEIGHBOR? HER
OLDEST NIECE JUST CAME HOME
FROM THE PEACE CORPS AND...

THAT... SOLUNDS GREAT MA...

BUT RIGHT NOW I GOTTA GO... I'A TRYING
TO GET SOME ERRANDS DONE AND THEN
GET SOME REST. I'LL TALK WITH YOU
LATER, OKAY? LOVE YOU... BYE...




YO... SUZE
SAID you
COLULD GET
| ME
|| REGISTERED
AS A HERO.

YOU DON'T HAVE TO
RUSH TO BE A HERO.

YOU COULD ALWAYS
COME BACK DLIRING
NORMAL BUSINESS
HOURS, OR VISIT
CITY HALL OVER IN
ATLAS PARK.
THEY’RE OPEN 24-7.

THIS IS A SERIOUS
INCONVENIENCE FOR
\ME TO DO THIS.

MY ARCHETYPE IS
*TANKER". MY ORIGIN IS

"SCIENCE",

MY BATTLE-CRY IS “NERD
| NO MOREe’”

B T HAVE A TEMPORARY
PERMIT FROM S.E.R.A.P.H.

| THAT YOU CAN BASE MY ID

OFF OF.

OKAY, I'LL HAVE TO
CONVERT MY
COMPLITER SETTINGS
OVER TO HERO
REGISTRATION
MODE. THIS IS
REALLY A PAIN IN
THE YOU-KNOW-WHAT
FOR ME, YOU KNOW
THAT?

" YER BREAKIN' MY
| HEART, BLID.

LISTEN, I KNOW HOW
THE GAME IS PLAYED
AROLIND HERE, SO
HOW AOUT YOU pO
YOLR JOB SO I CAN
DO MINE, KAY?

THE COMPUTER IS
HAVING A HARD TIME
CONNECTING TO THE
HERO REGISTRY.

ONCE IT IS CONNECTED,
I CAN LISE THE
INFORMATION FROM
YOUR TEMPORARY
PERMIT TO CREATE YOUR
NEW HERO ID CARD.

HEY DAVE! HOW'S IT
GOING?

NO, I'M JUST
WAITING ON SOME
ZSPPEEWORK . WHAT'S

REALLY?

NO, I TOLD YOU THE
NEW PROGRAM
WOuULD HAVE SOME
SIDE-EFFECTS., THIS
IS ONE OF THEM.
YEAH, JUST A DEEPER
VOICE.

/

e |

|

DAVE’'S AN OLD FRIEND
FROM HIGH SCHOOL. HE
ONLY KNOWS IVE BEEN
DOING SOME SIDE-WORK
ON A NEW SUPPLEMENT .

e

16

YEAH, NO BIG

| SURPRISE THAT

SUSAN WAS A NO-
SHOW.

NO, I'LL ADMIT IT...
YOU WERE RIGHT.

HEY, GUESS WHO
GENE IS HOOKED ON
NOW? ™ YOU THAT
KIMALIA WOLFE
CHICK? YEAH, HER/




YEAH, THAT'S
WHO HE
THOUGHT HE
HAD A DATE
WITH TOO.

HEY, I TRIED,
MAN. HE WON'T
\ LISTEN TO ME...

'#qg YOUR BASE
INFORMATION
LISTED, I
JUST NEED YOUu
TO GIVE ME
YOUR HERO
NAME TO
COMPLETE IT.

LISTEN, DUDE, I CANT TALK
ABOUT IT NOW, OKAY? I
PROMISE YOU, ONCE THIS
IS THROUGH WITH TESTING,
YOU'LL BE THE FIRST ONE
I'LL TELL, 'KAY? ALL RIGHT,

GOTTA GO... BYE...

: IF YOU DON'T

- | mnND, IJusT
NEED YOLIR

HERO NAME...

YOLU'RE IN LLICK, SIR.
THE NAME HAS BEEN
LOCKED IN AND
REGISTERED.

CONGRATLULATIONS...

YOU ARE NOW A
REGISTERED HERO...

KDAVE/

FRAG/ FRAG/ FRAG/
FRAG/ FRAG/ FRAG/

W FRAG! FRAG! FRAG/
‘FRAé’ FRAG/ FRAG/

you'LL JUST HAVE
TO TAKE IT UP WITH
THE REGISTRATION
OFFICE...

WHICH IS ONLY OPEN
DURING NORMAL BUSINESS
HOURS. I BELIEVE THERE IS
ALSO A SEVEN-DAY
WAITING PERIOD FOR SLICH
CORRECTIONS...

bt LISTEN, T HAVE TO

GO... YEAH, T HAVE
TO TAKE CARE OF
SOME ERRANDS.

NO, REALLY, I DO.

LOOK, I'M NOT
KIDDING HERE...

THANK YOU.
ENTERING IT
IN NWI LX)

WHY DO I HAVE THE
FUNNY FEELING THAT
SOMETHING BAD IS

GOING TO HAPPEN?

-

WHAT?2?

YOU HAVE GOT TO
BE KIDDING ME/

I WANTED A REALLY
\ HEROIC NAME/ r
| SOMETHING LIKE
"SUPER-NERD” OR
"FLEX ARMSTRONG”
OR “BUFF-BOD-
DUDE*/

KDAVE? I DIODN'T
GIVE YOU THAT FOR
ANAME! IWAS
STILL ON THE
CELLPHONE/

POINTED OUT,
THAT IS HOW THE
GAME IS PLAYED.,

HAVE A GOOD
EVENING, KDAVE,
AND PLEASE DON'T
FORGET YOLIR NEW
HERO ID CARD.




OF ALL
OF THE
STUPID, ., _

ATLAS PARK

NG

,———/’

LET'S SEE
HOW THIS
WORKS...

WELCOME KDAVE!

WANT A BUTT-CAPE

vesk

SOY-CHOW DINER

Full Sushi Bar

Pan-Asian Cuisine -
Let our chefs prepare

a Feast from the East!

Call 800-SOY-CHOW for
locations and take-out
service!

L E OF

D@MN
STUPID

I’ A FORGETTING
SOMETHING HERE...

WHAT cO0D IS
BEING A HERO IF
YOU'RE NOT DOING
HEROIC STUFF?

SO I FIGURE, I'/M
JUST STARTING OUT ...
WHY NOT GET SOME
MISSIONS LINDER MY
BELT NOT FAR FROM
MY HOME?

Real HOT Rikti Girls - Click Here!
They’re ready for you!

Inspirations! Who
has them? WE DO,
KDave! Click here
for more!

)
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)~

Crey

WHOA/! WENDY
WOHAN IS IN
TROLIBLE! THIS
IS PERFECT/

SHE WENT FROM
PERKY KID TO
DOUBLE-DELIGHT
IN NO TIME/

I'M AN OFFICIAL
HERO NOW...

— =

WHOA... NOT YET I'M
NOT. I'A JUST
REGISTERED... NOW I
HAVE TO BE A HERO.

IVE SEEN HEROES
DO THIS BEFORE.

JUST SCAN THE
HERO ID CARD...

g =2 AND THE TERMINAL

== SHOULD TELL ME
WHAT SORT OF
PROBLEMS ARE
OUT THERE THAT
NEED... HERO’ING.

PARACON CITY HERD NETWORK

powered by Crey\Ware

N CONT
/—Q/}‘& DJ STARLET KIDNAPPED!
b4

/ ACTRESS/MODEL/DEE-JAY
UJENDY WOHAN, A.K.A. DJ
STARLET, HAS BEEN
ABDUCTED BY A GANG
CALLED THE JERZEY DEBACGS.

POLICE SUSPECT THE DEBAGS
HAVE A BASE IN ATLAS PARK
NEAR THE PEREZ PARK GATE.

[DA O/ Z

Al PLEASE PRESS HERE TO IGNORE

ADS/ GET TO THE MAIN MENU.

ACCEPT

Please do not complain about the ads - they help keep this service free.

-

OKAY, LOCK THIS
ASSIGNMENT
INTO MY HERO ID
CARD AND GET
THE LOCATION
OF THE
SUSPECTED
HIDEOUT...

= AND THEN POLIND
ON THE DEBAGS,
FREE DJ STARLET,

AND THEN IT’S...

L]
FLEX TIME/!/

IF YOU, KNOW WHAT I
AN... WINK-WINK.

OKAY, I HAVETO,
LIKE, STOP TALKING
TO MYSELF OUT LOUD.




ARBANDONED WAREHOUSE

HEY, IT'S A
RAVE PARTY!

WHAT THE... ?

I DONT
BELIEVE IT/

IT'S LIKE EVERY
JOCK’S WORST
NIGHT MARE/

IVE NEVER BEEN TO

A RAVE BEFORE/
WONDER IF I'LL
GET WASTED?

YO, OOMPA- WHOA,
LOOMPAS! yOou CHECK OUT
DLIDES WANNA THE ROID-
MAKE IT EASY AND RAGER/
TELL ME WHERE

YOU HAVE pJ

STARLET HIDDEN?

HEY, YOU DON'T
DISRESPEC TH’
JERZEY DEBAGS
LIKE THIS/

MESS THAT PASTY -
FACE ROID RAGER
Up BIG TIME/

JER-ZEE DEBAGS
/

THE DEBAGS ARE
REAL D-BAGS/

THEY’RE SHORT,
FULL OF
THEMSELVES...

YOU SURE
YOU WANT
TO PO
THIS?

EYES ON THE
PRIZE, MEAT
MOLINT AIN...
YOU'RE NOT
HERE FOR FLIN.

AND THEY USE SO
MUCH SPRAY-ON
TAN THAT THEYVE
BECOME ORANGE/

THIS IS LIKE
PICKING ON
LITTLE KIDS.

STUPID IDIOTS! I'M SEVEN
FEET TALL AND BUILT LIKE
A TRLICK., WHY CAN'T THEY
SEE I COULD WHIP THEIR
BUTTS JUST BY SNEEZING
ON THEM/




OKAY, I JUST - ,
PLIT YOLIR BROS g L/VM 51‘5/{/’\’3 u);c,)u

DOWN IN TWO

PLINCHES... ] yoOu CAN TELL
ME WHAT'S
GOING ON OKAY, OKAY/
HERE... OR YOU I'LL TELL YOU
CAN JOIN YOUR THE SCORE/
BROS IN THE ]
HOSPITAL.

IS IT ME OR DOES THIS
GLUY LOOK LIKE THE
OTHER DLIDE I K-O’D?

SEE... CREY TV WAS
SUPPOSED TO DO A REALITY
SERIES ON US DEBAGS. WE
WERE ALL PUMPED UP ON IT,
WE GOT MORE SPRAY TANS
AND EVERYTHING.

THEN WE FIND OUT THE
WHOLE THING GOT
CANNED SO DJ STARLET
COULD HAVE HER POST -
REHAB REALITY SHOW.

SO THE CHOAD-STAR
GOT THE IDEA TO, LIKE,
SHANGHAI HER.

WIEN WEL e OKAY, THIS
CREY TV GLYS IS THE DLIDE

COME IN TO SPEAK
WITH Us? DLIDE? THAT PUT ...

AND I USED TO
THINK THESE GLIYS
WERE SO coOOoL/

I GLESS MY
PERSPECTIVE GOT
CHANGED IN MORE
WAYS THAN ONE.

I MEAN, DUDE, WE
DION'T MESS WITH HER
OR ANYTHING.

WE JUST WANTED TO
SHOW HER THAT JERSEY
DLIDES AND DLIDETTES
KNOW HOW TO PARTY
WITH THE BEST OF THEM.

A TV SHOW? THESE
GUYS ARE DOING
THIS ALL FOR A
REALITY TV SHOW?

YO, SIDE O’BEEF, YER
MESSING WITH OUR
PARTY! THIS HERE IS
OUR PARTY AND YOU
NEEDS TV 6O/

WHOA, EVEN THE
DUDETTES ARE
SPRAY-T ANNED/




HEY, I'M JUST
WONDERING... T
PLIT DOWN
ABOUT TEN OF
YOUR BUDS,
AND THEY ALL
LOOK LIKE yOu
TWO DUDES.

ARE YOU, LIKE,
CLONES OR
SOMETHING?

‘SCUSE ME THERE FOR A
SECOND... GOTTA PUT
DOWN DUDE-A-LIKE
NUMBER ELEVEN...

REALLY? OKAY, THEN RIDDLE ME THIS:

YOU cOT TWO KINDS OF DUDES HERE IN
THIS LOSER PARTY. THE PLURPLE-
SPIKY-HAIRED DUDE WITH THE
BASEBALL BAT, AND THE BUFF-BOD
WITH STRAPS AND PIERCINGS AND THE
STUPID BACKWARD BASEBALL CAP.

SO FAR YOUWRE THE ONLY DUDETTE IN
THE BUNCH, AND YOUW'RE ALL A DEEP
ORANGE COLOR AND SMELLING LIKE A
WASTE TREATMENT PLANT.

S0 YOU TELL ME, PRINCESS... WHY
DOES IT SEEM LIKE YOUR DADDY OWNS
A CLONING FACTORY?

.HUTUP SHUTUPY
- Ve
= ‘_.\_..‘/

b

b

-

I HAVE HAD
ENOUGH OF
THIS CRAP/

HOW DARE YOU
STEREOTYPE US
LIKE THIS?

WE MAY 2E
FROM JERSEY
BUT THAT
DOESN'T MEAN
WE ALL LOOK
ALIKE/!

'

i
] &

a

- f .
I DIDN'T "gi

-~ \

=

BUT I'M NOT GOING
TO JUST LET HER
BLOW OUT MY
EARDRUMS ‘CLIZ
SHE'S A PRINCESS.




THERE SHE 2 *TCH!* I PICKED THE
Is/ : WRONG MONTH TO
FINISH MY REHAB...

IT'S ABOUT
TIME TOO/
I'M SICK OF
THESE LOOK-
A-LIKE
LOSERS.,

REMINDER: STOP
TALKING TO MYSELF
OUT LouUp/

|

DUDE! DID YOU CATCH
THAT? WEWO’S GOING
BACK TO REHAB! THAT
MEANS WE GET OLIR TV
SHOW AGAIN/

DUDE THAT
IS SO
AWESOME/

UM, EXCUSE
ME, DJ
STARLET,

I'M PH.,
UM... KDAVE.

I'M HERE

TO GET You
OuT OF ‘
HERE.

WENDY WOHAN, A.K.A.
*OJ STARLET”., CHILD-
STAR TLIRNED ADLILT
DRAMA QUIEEN.

NO/ THAT'S NOT WHAT
I SAID!/ WHY CANT
YOU...2 OH NEVERMIND/!

DID THE NETWORK
SEND YOU? IF THEY
DID, TELL THEM IT'M
GOING TO SLIE
THEIR SORRY A$$ES
WHEN THIS IS OVER
WITH/

I NEED MY TRAILER,
MY BOTTLED WATER,
MY CELLPHONE, AND
SOMEONE’S HEAD
ON A FH#KING
PLATTER/

HEY DUDE,
DON'T BE
MA’AM, I DON'T KNOW s PLAY A-HATIN'

ANYTHING ABOUT THE 1 . TH' DEBAGS.

NETWORK OR WHAT YOLIR
DEAL IS.. ALL I KNOW IS
THAT I'M A HERO AND I
WAS TOLD YOU WERE
KIDNAPPED.

ALTHOUGH TO BE
HONEST, I'M SURPRISED
THESE GLIYS COLILD EVEN
THINK THAT FAR AHEAD
TO PULL OFF
SOMETHING LIKE THIS.

I MEAN, COME ON,
SERIOUSLY ... THEY CAN'T
EVEN LOOK DIFFERENTLY/

THE CHOAD-STAR'S
GOT IT ALL FIGURED
OUT. HE'S GOT, LIKE
THIS ROCKIN' PLAN
TO GET OUR SHOW
BACK, AND PARTY
WITH THE ROCKING DJ
STARLET AT THE SAME
TIME/

JUST WAIT, HE'LL
SHOW YOU HIMSELF/




TRACTION/!
TRACTION/
TRACTION/
TRACTION/

OKAY, TIME TO
0O MY THING. ..

PEBAES I ; yOU THINK YOLI'RE
: HOT STUFF AND
DON'T HAVE g ALL, BUT T'M,
ANYTHING - \ | _
AGAINST THE gy LIKE, A MAJ?KR As
%{; GLIHNT‘;}/A n 15 éf: . LIST CELER, KAY:
& I HAVE PLACES TO
KDAVE/// _- 2 BE AND PEOPLE TO
- BE SEEN WITH, SO
LET’S JUST GET
THIS OVER WITH!

WHAT THE..? - SHOULON'T BE A
SHE’'S NOT EVEN ; PROBLEM. I ALREADY
GRATEFLIL THAT CLEARED THE WAY OUT
SHE'S BEING ] OF THE DEBAGS.

o -

RESCLIED/!

"SHOLILON'T BE A
PROBLEM” HLIH?

MAYBE THIS IS
WHY THE PPD
DIDN'T WANT TO
WASTE THEIR
TIME WITH HER.

SHE REALLY
GIVES “NORMS” WHO’S THIS
A BAD NAME/! o SKINNY TWERP?

THIS WAS SUPPOSED TO BE : CHAD STAR WAS SLIPPOSED TO BE
7 ~ ' THE NEXT BIG THING ON THE SCENE
MY DAY IN THE SPOTLIGHT. -7 NOT SOME BURNED-OUT PRINCESS

N DAY/ ke : WHO CAN'T EVEN KEEP HER HAIR

“DEBAG LIFE" WAS SLIPPOSED
TO KICK OFF MY ROCK BAND
TO MUSIC GREATNESS/

WAIT... HE'S A DEBAG TOO?

WAIT... HE’S NOT A DEBAG...
HE'S A WANNABE/

COLOR STRAIGHT/

AND NOW THAT THE DEBAGS HAVE
THE SPOTLIGHT AGAIN, WE'RE NOT
GIVING IT BACK/ NOT NOW, NOT
EVER/ YOW'RE NOT RUINING MY
STARDOM/

HE THOUGHT THAT LEECHING ON WITH
THE DEBAGS WOULD MAKE HIM CcOOL,
ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY THOUGHT THEY
HAD A REALITY SHOW IN THE WORKS.

THEY FOLLOWED HIM ONLY
BECALISE HE HAD A PLAN/




HE’S THE ONE WHO
DID ALL THIS/

HE KEPT ON
PUTTING THE
MOVES ON ME,
TELLING ME I
*HAD” TO HEAR
HIS MUSIC, THAT
I'D WANT TO BEAR
HIS CHILDREN
AND... EWW!!!

YOu sTUPID

FH#HK! I DON'T
\ NEED THE BROS

TO POP YOUI/

MESS ‘IM UP/
BLIRN HIS
SORRY A%/

AND WITH THAT..
ONE TAP... IT'S
OVER WITH.

WELL, MORE LIKE
ONE TAP_AND THE
~ ._ REST FAINTED.

"\ IT'S NOT LIKE
% T DIDN'T WARN
b = THEM, RIGHT?

WELL THERE'S
ONLY ONE THING
LEFT TO DO...

OKAY, DUDE, THAT'S SO NOT cOOL.

CHAD, RIGHT? CHAD, YOU'RE MAYBE A
HLINDRED POLINDS IF THAT.

IVE BEEN PUTTING DOWN YOUR OOMPA-
LOOMPAS WITH ONE OR TWO PLINCHES.

I'LL REPEAT THAT: ONE OR TWO PLINCHES.

S0 HERE'S WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN: I'M
GOING TO TAKE MS. WOHAN OUITSIDE. ONCE
SHE'S SAFE AND CLEAR, YOLI'RE GOING TO
GIVE YOURSELF LIP TO THE POLICE. OKAY?
DON'T MAKE THIS ANY MORE EMBARRASSING
FOR YOU THAN YOU ALREADY LOOK,

DON'T SAY I
DIDN'T WARN
YOU, CHAD.

FLEX TIME/

YEAH, IN YOLIR FACE
JERZEY DEBAGS/

*TCH!™ PLEASE/

CAN WE HLIRRY
Up HERE? I NEED
TO COLOR MY
HAIR BLONDE/
OR MAYBE EVEN
PLATINUNM...

HEY, IT'S MY FIRST
MISH AS A HERO/
I DESERVE A LITTLE
GLOATING/




n
%

DJ STARLET IS
SAFE, DEBAGS
ARE IN JAIL...

MAN THE
PLACE LOOKS -
- SO DIFFERENT OR MAYEE IT'S
AT NIGHT. b JUST BECALISE
OF MY NEW
PERSPECTIVE.

" JUST GOTTA
REPORT IN WITH
s'E'Q’AIP'HI

BN
S WHOOPS! OVERSHOT

» . Pl f@ L N THE BUILDING AND
OR MAYEE IT'S y LANDED ON THE ROOF/
BECALISE I CAN == == — . W -

= SUPER-JLIMP THERE -4
~ INNO-TIME . ' =

OH WELL, I'M SURE

" W = I'M\ NOT THE FIRST
SURE BEATS WALKING
ALL OF THE TIME, SUPERHERO TO DO

THAT.

| iy
AT il
VEmmwe

HERE’'S THE TRICKY
PART... GOTTA WALK
PAST BRIGHID LIKE

I DONT KNOW HER.  © & KEEP ON WALKING...

HOPE SHE DOESN'T
RECOGNIZE ME...

MAYRE AFTER
- N =B SMYTHE GIVES THE
| SUSAN'S NOT GREEN-LIGHT FOR
J IN YET... MORE WORK I'D
| PUT THAT TO TEST.

11H

IT'S BEEN A LONG

NIGHT. I COULD r =
Use AFew Hours || R
OF SLEEP. ==

PITY... I'D LOVE TO
SEE HOW SHE'D
REACT TO ME NOW
THAT I'A NOT A
"NORM? ANY MORE.




L 1 k. i P i . :j
- — - NO/ I MEANTTO &=
DID I SAY SLEEP? ) SAY WORKOUTS? T
. NEED A FEW HOLIRS
OF WORKING OUT
WITH PROBES ON
MY BUFF-20D/

CARDIO, PUSHUPS, SQUAT-
THRUSTS... ON AND ON AND ON...

A=

WHO NEEDS SLEEP?

= = 8 Ocay, I pID
Noemer R B W MANAGE TO GET

e
EXERCISE IS MY a2 )

_ el THE DOCS LOOKED
NEW COFFEE/ OVER MY RESULTS.

I MUST SAY I'M
; Sibaceoe
9 - N\ L
Gpr.00c - h AL
=4
VERDI CT: L ‘ YOUR FIRST
_____ = b FIELD TEST.

NO NEEDLESS
INJURIES, AND
OF COURSE you
CAME OUT OF IT
COMPLETELY
LINSGCATHED.

YOLIR CHOICE OF FIELD NAME
IS LINUSUAL, TO SAY THE
LEAST,

STILL IT COULD HAVE BEEN
WORSE. YOU COULD HAVE
CALLED YOURSELF *MEAT
MOLINT AIN* OR “FLEX
ARMSTRONG” OR “BIG BEEFY-
BOD STRONG GLIY”.

I STILL WANT MORE TESTS
DONE TO FIGURE OUT WHY THE
SERUM ONLY WORKS ON YOU,
BUT IN THE MEANTIME, I DONT
SEE WHY WE CAN'T CONTINLUE
WITH MORE FIELD-TESTS ON A
LESS-FORMAL BASIS.




' ALL-RIGHT DOC/

THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT I
NEEDED TO HEAR/

SO NOW I GUESS I JUST
HAVE TO GO BACK TO ICON
AND GET THAT
SUPPRESSING AGENT
ENCODED WITH MY NORMAL
CLOTHES AND...

WHATPP?

YOU MEAN THAT
WHOLE BIT AT
ICON WITH HIM
THROWING HIS
TANTRUM WAS
JUST AN ACT?

THIS IS THE PART
NO pOc, IT'S THAT I HATE...
| OKAY, I'M JUST
" VENTING SOME
B FRUSTRATIONS., |

k.
y@@ @fé’;/ P ¢

I KNOW THE REASONS
WHY... IT'S ALL ABOUT
KEEPING UP WITH A
SECRET IDENTITY AND
ALL THAT STUFF.

THAT REMINDS ME...

NOT LONG AFTER YOU LEFT
HERE I CONTACTED SERGE
OVER AT ICON. I EXPLAINED
TO HIM THE SITUATION SO
HE WOLILON'T BE TAKEN BY
SURPRISE.,

HE SENT OVER THE
SUPPRESSING AGENT
ALREADY ENCODED FOR YOU.,
IT’S OVER ON THE TABLE
BEHIND ME.

HMM... AGGRESSIVE
TENDENCIES...
MAYBE I SHOLILD
RE-THINK MY
DECISION FOR
ADDITIONAL
FIELDO-TESTING.

IVE DREAMED OF BEING
A BUFF-20D, AND NOW
THAT I AM ONE, I HAVE
TO GO BACK TO BEING
NERDY LITTLE PHIL SKI.

==~ THIS IS THE
) PART THAT
REALLY SLICKS.

STILL DOESN'T MEAN
I HAVE TO LIKE IT.




" AT LEAST MY
CLOTHES ARE BACK
TO NORMAL.

BUT I STILL FEEL
LIKE SOMETHING'S
MISSING HERE...
DON'T KNOW WHAT IT
IS, BUT I KNOW THAT
M MISSING...

OKAY, MAYBE THE CELLPHONE
PIC WOLILD HAVE BEEN OUT,
BUT AT LEAST WITH HER PHONE
NUMBER OR HER AUITOGRAPH,
I cOULD HAVE USED IT TO
SHOW EUGENE THAT I cOULD
HANG AROLIND WITH REAL~-
WORLD CELEBS.

I MEAN, THAT'S ALLOWED IN
THE HERO BIZ, RIGHT DOC?

PHIL? WHAT ARE You
DOING HERE SO EARLY?
YOU LOOK LIKE YOUVE

| BEEN HERE ALL NIGHT/

ON THE PLUS SIDE... ICON-
TREATED CLOTHES ARE A WHOLE
LOT CLEANER THAN THE USLIAL
STORE-ROLIGHT OUTFITS.,

AT LEAST I'A NOT SMELLING
LIKE I'VE WORN THESE CLOTHES
ALL NIGHT,

¥ NUTS/

I KNEW IT/ I FORGOT TO
ASK DJ STARLET FOR
HER ALITOGRAPH!/ OR
GET HER PHONE NLIMBER/
OR GET A CELLPHONE
PIC WITH HER/

I... THINK IT'S
TIME FOR YOU TO
START YOLIR DAY
JOs.

DON'T WANT TO BE
CONSIDERED
LATE, RIGHT?

OKAY, TIME TO
BE CREATIVE.




IVE BEEN DOING SOME
OFF-HOUR WORK WITH
S.E.R.A.P.H. AND ST,
JOHN SMYTHE ASKED
ME TO SOME BACK IN
FOR SOME INPUT ON
ONE OF HIS PROJECTS.
I GOT A FEW HOURS
SLEEP HERE AND THEY
GOT MY CLOTHES
LALINDERED WHILE I
WAS SLEEPING.

I TOLD YOU BEFORE, I'M NOT
AN IDIOT, AND I'M NOT BLIND
AS TO WHAT GOES ON
AROLIND HERE.

I DON‘T MIND YOUR OFF-

HOURS WORK WITH

S.E.R.A.P.H, AS LONG AS IT

DOESN'T INTERFERE WITH y

YOUR NORMAL WORK HERE, THE DEBASS.

ALSO, NEXT TIME YOU HAVE : T;ﬁ = )
TO LIE ABOUT THE COMPUTER 3 = —=

BEING DOWN, AT LEAST LET '
SOMEONE HERE IN ON THE
DECEPTION SO WE CAN VOLICH W
FOR YOU SHOULD THEY ASK *
ABOUT IT LATER ON.

\ ONE MORE THING... WOW/! SHE REALLY
N _ IS THAT GOOD/

MY NAME IS PHIL SKI...
AND WHILE I MAY APPEAR
TO BE A “NORM”...

THERE IS NOTHING
"NORM” ABOLIT ME. ~ =
YOU GOT A PROBLEM
WITH THAT?
1

ALTHOUGH SHE DOES f
MAKE FOR AN IDEAL '
ALLY FOR THIS GI6.

= jm— ]
| |I KNOW THAT AS LONG AS I
PUT IN A GOOD DAY'S WORK,
| |SHE HAS MY BACK.

I GLIESS THIS REALLY PUTS
A WHOLE NEW MEANING TO B
THE IDEA OF “FLEX TIME". [




THIS2...

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2.

Welcome to a new and interesting take on life in Paragon City.

“Tales from Paragon City” is a look at life in the fictional metropolitan area known as
Paragon City, otherwise known as the City of Heroes. It is the central location for the
City of Heroes subscription-based Massive Multiplayer Online Role Playing Game.

For those who are not too familiar with Paragon City, here’s a quick tutorial...

Paragon City is located on the coastal region of Rhode Island. It is the home to
Statesman, the city’s favorite son and the first modern-day superhero.

Statesman got his start in the 1930’s, taking his inspiration from the heroes and gods of
Greek legend. Not long afterwards, other heroes took to the streets to help clean it up.
Pretty soon there were plenty of heroes not only in Paragon City, but in every city on the
planet. Heroes fought in World War II. Heroes were involved in the Cold War. The
whole human civilization changed, reportedly for the better, because there were heroes.

In 2002, Earth is invaded by a bunch of extra-dimensional aliens. They decimate the
planet. They decimate a lot of Paragon City. The heroes make a stand and make a huge
sacrifice to win the day, and because of that sacrifice, Paragon City is not only
rebuilding, but it has become the biggest collection of superheroes on the planet. There
are seemingly more superheroes than civilians.

That may sound good at first, but think about it for a moment... all of those heroes and
superheroes, all of those crime-fighting, spandex-wearing, cape-and-cowl, enhanced,
financed, sponsored, crusaders, protectors, defenders, and champions of life, liberty, the
pursuit of happiness, truth, justice, big money, the Big Dream, and the American Way all
in one city at one time. That makes being “normal” pretty much a statistical minority.

Okay, so you may remember the most legendary of heroes. You may know about
Statesman and his group, the Freedom Phalanx. Some heroes, like Atlas and Talos and
Galaxy Girl, have HUGE statues to remember them by, so it is really hard to NOT think
of them.

But what about the rest of that statistical majority?
Continues on next page...




m 2 Continued from previous page...
L X X J

If one hero can bend steel with his bare hands, or have knives pop out of his hands, or
read minds, then that makes them extraordinary. Even if you have ten or twenty
people who can do those things, they still stand out. But what happens when you’re
the ten-thousandth person to do those things? You sort of get forgotten.

That’s where “Tales from Paragon City” comes in. This series is here to showcase
the other lesser-known heroes and give them their day in the sun.

Unlike one of my other creations in Paragon City... namely “Guardians of the
Dawn Spotlight”... this series won’t focus with any one group or any one person. In
fact it won’t even be focused solely on Paragon City.

Yes, “Tales from Paragon City” will look at the Rogue Isles as well, home of the City
of Villains. It will eventually look at Praectoria, the alternate universe where their
heroes didn’t just save the planet... they conquered it.

Some of the heroes in this series may look familiar. Battlerock X, the author’s own
in-game character, will be featured in a future issue, as well as some of his other
Omega 2 teammates besides KDave. YouTube viewers will also recognize Captain
Catastrophe, his evil brother Major Catastrophe, and the Captain’s teammates from
Noble Champions in a few future issues. Those are all just a small sample of the
various characters you can look forward to reading about here.

There 1s one more thing that needs to be mentioned...

Unlike “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight”, this will be an irregular series. Coming
up with new issue takes time and resources. The production for this first issue itself
spanned several months, with most of my work going to the Guardians. So going into
this, I don’t want people to think this will be a regular monthly series.

For more information, please be sure to check out The Battlerock X Chronicles.
This is where you’ll find information about this and all other news related to the City

of Heroes.

See you guys in the next issue!

http://BattlerockX.Blogspot.com




— ADVERTISMENT --

IT'S HERE!

[

n 17

ad . ' .r » '
GU ﬂﬂQ:I.&Nﬁ-‘Q_F EO__MT : o g
CAND A SRECT JlL___LiEﬁE) _

VISIT THE CITY OF COMIC CREATORS WEBSITE
FOR THIS ISSUE AND 5O MANY OTHER FAN-BASED
COMIC CREATIONS, INCLUDING ACCESS TO OUR
WIKIMEDIA DIRECTORY AND TIPS ON HOW TO
CREATE YOUR OWN FAN-BASED COMICS!

http://cohcomicindex.com
City of Comic Creators

By Fans, For Fans

CITY OF COMIC CREATORS

COMPENDIUM #5

FEATURING:

o NEO-CHAMBER FROM
GGRRR

o GUARDIANS OF THE DAWN
(WITH A SPECIAL CELEBRITY
APPEARANCE)

o STALKTRESS FROM JUSTICE-
KNIGHTS




