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From another time and from another world, Galatea Future arrived in the world of
the Champions to do the one thing she tried so desperately to avoid before... to live.

It's not easy, though, when you're over a thousand years old and suddenly you're
given a new life in more ways than one. Life is literally starting over again for her,
and yet she is still doing what she does best: serving humanity as...
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AFTER BEING AWAY FROM OVER A YEAR, GALATEA FUTURE HAS RETURNED TO
MILLENNIUM CITY WITH A BRAND NEW LOOK AND A BRAND NEW CIVILIAN IDENTITY,

BUT HER RETURN HAS BEEN MARRED BY THE MECHANIZATIONS OF A SHADOWY
ORGANIZATION THAT MANIPULATED HER TO APPEAR BEFORE SHE WAS READY,
AND TO TAKE ACTION THAT RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF A REGISTERED HERO.

ALTHOUGH THE POLICE HAVE CLEARED HER OF ANY WRONGDOING, THE
REVELATION THAT THE VILLAIN WAS IN FACT A REGISTERED HERO HAS MOVED
THE CASE UP TO THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY ON SUPERHUMAN ACTIVITY...

Future’s Guardian #02 is created using original characters in the Champions Online
Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game. Copyright © 2013, Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. i
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original rights are reserved by Cryptic Studios and Perfect World Entertainment Inc.. Cryptic
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MILLENNIUM CITY, MICHIGAN, USA

——

WESTSIDE AREA

e MY NANE IS
’_‘,-;L" ‘ CRO%: i
> ’»/ __

MAJOR XAVIER CROSS OF THE
LUNITED NATIONS TRIBLINAL ON WHAT'S GOING TO
INTERNATIONAL LAW. HAPPEN IS THIS:

RIGHT NOW I CAN EITHER BE ) I WILL ASK YOU SOME
YOLIR BEST FRIEND OR YOUR QUESTIONS AND YOU
WORST ENEMY. WILL ANSWER THEM.

THE CHOICE IS UP TO YOU.
>
" MAJOR XAVIER CROSS
U.N.T.LL. Senior Agent

IF YOU ANSWER TRUTHFLILLY,

THEN I WILL BE THE BEST

FRIEND YOU WILL EVER HAVE IN

U.N.T.I.L., AND THAT NOT ONLY BUT IF I FIND
OPENS A LOT OF DOORS FOR THAT YOU ARE
YOoU, sUT IT ALSO GETS THIS - LYING TO ME...
WHOLE MATTER WIPED CLEAN. S

... THEN I WILL BE THE WORST
PERSON THAT YOU WILL EVER
COME TO KNOW IN YOLIR
ENTIRE LIFE.

AND, YES, I KNOW THAT, FOR
you, THAT IS A LONG LIFE/
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MILLENNIUM CITY

8l A DAY EARLIER...

THE PENTHOUSE OF ATHENA ROSE FAIRMORE [l
CAK.A. GALATEA FUTLIRED

IS THAT MAPLE
SYRLUP I SMELL?

I HOPE WHATEVER
IT IS, YOU SAVED
SOME FOR...

L / *
CANDACE SINCLAIR
Attorney-At-Law

... BUT I JUST FINISHED
PLITTING MY FAILED
ATTEMPT AT BLUEBERRY
PANCAKES OUT OF ITS
MISERY.

I HAVEN'T COOKED
ANYTHING IN A FEW
CENTURIES, AND I
GUESS IT SHOWS.

WOW... I'M ACTUALLY
OVERWHELMED...

NOT TO MENTION A LITTLE
JEALOUS...

YOU REALLY DO LIVE
UP TO THE NAME
| *G ALATEA®/

SORRY TO
DISAPPOINT
YOU ON THIS...

CANDACE? you
LOOK FLUSHED!

| ARE YOU Ok AY?

WHAT?
OH/ BECALSE
M.

I'M SORRY, I
PRORABLY
SHOULD HAVE PLT
A SHIRT ON.




I FINALLY GOT
COMFORT ABLE BEING IN

THIS HUGE CONDO ALL 8Y 4§
MYSELF, AND YOU DID

SAY THAT THE WINDOWS

ARE ALL TINTED SO

NOBODY WOLILD SEE ME
WALKING AROLIND IN MY
UINDERWEAR...

NO, NO, IT'S OKAY/

REALLY! I MEAN,
THIS IS YOLIR HOME.

I... JUST HAVEN'T SEEN

YOU THIS... CASUAL...
\ BEFORE.

I MEAN, AFTER WE
FIRST MET, YOU AND
I ONLY TALKED
THROLIGH WEBCAMS
AND CELLPHONES.,

IT'S A WHOLE OTHER
THING TO SEE YOU
OUTSIDE OF YOLUR
*HERO” CLOTHES.

WELL, WE'RE NOT GODS.
WELL I'M NOT, AS FAR AS T
KNOW...

AND WE DO PUT OLIR
PANTS ON ONE LEG AT
A TIME JUST LIKE
EVERYONE ELSE.,

OKAY, UNLESS 1'M
HOVERING WHEN I GET
DRESSED...

I GET IT/ 1 GET IT.

OKAY ... WHEW! ANYWAY,
BACK TO BUSINESS...

AS SOON AS You
CALLED ME YESTERDAY,
IVE BEEN ON THE PHONE
WITH THE U.N.T.I.L.
OFFICES.

IVE HANDLED
ENOUGH CASES
AGAINST THEM
TO KNOW THAT
IT"S NOTHING
PERSONAL AS
FAR AS THEY
ARE CONCERNED.

I MEAN, THIS WHOLE THING
WITH “FORECLOSURE” IS JUST
CRAZY!

HE TAKES CITY HALL HOSTAGE

| AND I’M THE ONE BEING
I | TREATED AS THE CRIMINAL

. Y\ FOR SAVING THE DAY’*

YOU SHOULD HAVE
BEEN WITH THERE WITH
ME AFTER THEY PLULLED
ME OUT OF FORT
LANTERN AND THEY
GAVE THEIR "WE BOMB
AT THE CRACK OF
DAWN, HELL WE’LL EVEN
BOMB THE CRACK OF
DAWN* SPEECH!*

YOU COULD'VE cUT THE
TESTOSTERONE THERE
WITH A PLASTIC KNIFE.

E

' Bl ¢ IN “THE LOST ADVENTLIRES

‘Bl OF GALATEA FUTLIRE” #3,

'l AVAILABLE THROUGH
BATTLEROCK COMICSD
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WELL, THAT’S THEIR
MILITARY, BUT THAT'S NOT
THE WHOLE OF U.N.T.I.L.
AND WHAT THEY DO.

THEY HAVE ALL SORTS OF
DIFFERENT DIVISIONS TO
HANDLE DIFFERENT
PROBLEMS... INCLLIDING
INVESTIGATIONS
INVOLWVING SUPERHEROES.

IVE JUST ABOLT HAD ENOLIGH OF SUPER-
SECRET ORGANIZATIONS.

FORECLOSLIRE CLAIMED HE WORKED FOR
SOME LIN-NAMED *GROUP” THAT CONSIDERS
ME A THREAT TO THE STATUS QUIO... THAT
ORDERED HIM TO TAKE PEOPLE HOST AGE
JUST TO LURE ME OUT IN THE OPEN, AND
THEN TO COAX ME TO ATTACK HIM JUST SO
HE COLLD DIE OF SLOW POISONING.

AND NOW YOU TELL ME THAT THE

INVESTIGATOR HANDLING THIS IS ALSO
FROM SOME SUPER-SECRET GROUP?

IN THIS CASE, THOUGH,
THEY GAVE THE
INVESTIGATION OVER
TO A RATHER HARD-
NOSED SENIOR AGENT
NAMED CROSS.,

I DON'T EVEN KNOW WHAT
DIVISION HE REPORTS
TO... AND I GUESS THAT
SORT OF BOTHERS ME.

LOOK, I KNOW IT SOLINDS A
LITTLE CRAZY TO HAVE A SECRET
ORGANIZATION DEALING WITH
ANOTHER SECRET ORGANIZATION,
BUT, COME ON... DIDN'T YOU HAVE
THAT IN THAT OTHER WORLD YOU
CAME FROM?

TOO MANY OF THEM...
ALL THE WAY TO THE
VERY END OF TIME
ITSELF/

THAT'S WHY I KNOW
NOTHING GOOD CAN
COME FROM THEM.

SAYS THE THOUS AND-YEAR-
OLD WOMAN THAT HAS TO
LIE ABOUT NOT BEING FROM
TWO OTHER LINIVERSES.

WELL, HOW ABOLT YOU PUT
ON YOUR *ATHENA” CLOTHES
AND WIG AND WE GO GET
SOME BAGELS AND THEN
MAP OUT OLUR OPTIONS WITH
THIS CROSS PERSON?

SOLINDS 6O0D.,

AND I’'LL TREAT,
SO YOU CAN'T
COLINT IT AS A
BILLING EXPENSE.

I REMEMBER THE
LAST TIME YOU
SLIGGESTED WE
HAVE A WORKING
BREAKFAST,




JUST OUTSIDE THE RENAISSANCE CENTER...

"YES. YES IT IS.

IT’'S A VERY
PEACEFLIL CORNER
OF THE CITY.

YOU... WOULDN'T
HAPPEN TO BE A
HERO, WOULD YOU?

OH I'M JUST A
HUMBLE TRAVELER...

BUT YOU... YOLI'RE
THE FAMOLIS
MARKMAN GOLD,
AREN'T YOU?

RONIN OMEGA
‘ Cosmic traveler

' OH I WOULDN'T CALL
| MYSELF “FAMOUS”...

THAT'S SOMETHING
THAT I HELP MY
CLIENTS BECOAME.

BUT YOU... YOU ARE A
HERO, AREN'T YOLI?

L

I'M NOT IMPORT ANT
ENOUGH FOR SOMEONE
LIKE YOU.

I HAVE A FEW QUESTIONS
FOR YOU... DON'T WORRY ,
THEY’'RE PRETTY SIMPLE
ONES...

IF YOU'RE WITH LAW
ENFORCEMENT THEN I'LL
HAVE TO REFER YOU TO
MY ATTORNEYS.

I PAY MY LAWYERS
TOP DOLLAR TO MAKE
SLIRE I DON'T WASTE
MY TIME ANSWERING
"SIMPLE QUESTIONS”
FROM THEM.

OH, THESE AREN'T THE
QUESTIONS THAT
INVOLVE LAWYERS...

FOR INST ANCE, WHEN
YOU STARE OUT OVER THE
HORIZON LIKE YOU JUST
DID, WHAT'S THE FIRST
THOUGHT IN YOUR MIND?




MY FIRST ,

THOUIGHT IS HOW ; - :

MUCH MONEY T'LL. @R | '\ REALLY NOT
MAKE TODAY. . ' _ _ - CONCERNED

NOW IT'S MY Lt _ WITH IT.
TURN... HOW > Y ; y WHAT COLOR
IMPORTANT IS IT 4 CRAYON WOLILD
FOR YOU TO BE y : : YOU FIRST

A RECOGNIZED? REACH FOR?

- I FIND I KNOW A PERSON MORE

GOLD, OF COLIRSE/ : FROM ASKING ABOUT OBSCLIRE
THINGS IN THEIR LIVES., THEY

WHY ARE YOU HAVE NO REASON TO LIE ABOUT

ASKING ME THESE THOSE LITTLE THINGS.
QUESTIONS? ' © N

- FOR INSTANCE, DID YOU EVER
> HAVE A PET WHEN YOU WERE A
CHILD? A DOG OR A CAT?

SEE, T JUST CAUGHT
YES, I HAD A DOG ,

/ you IN A LIE, you
NAMED RAML, NEVER HAD A DOG IN
et | B

’ THANK YOU, MISTER
BELIEVE YOU COULD BE /
A TRAVELER AND NOT 6oLp, YOu JUST

ANSWERED ALL OF
HAVE NEED FOR MONEY. MY QUESTIONS.

WAIT... THAT’S IT?

WHAT THE HELL WAS

THAT ALL ABOLT?
OH, AND TO ANSWER

YOUR QUESTION, A TRUE
TRAVELER DOESN'T HAVE
TO WORRY ABOLIT MONEY.

THEY KNOW ENOLIGH TO
BE ABLE TO FIND WHAT
THEY NEED FROM THEIR
SLIRROLINDINGS.,

HAVE A cOOD DAY,
MISTER GOLD.




LATER THAT DAY ... DOWNTOWN

THIS IS
GALATEA
FUTLIRE
RESPONDING
TO PAGE.

WHAT SORT OF TROLIBLE
ARE YOU FACING?

*BEEP*

. INCOMING
COMMUNICATION.

WHO IS
REQUIESTING THIS
ASSIST ANCE?

IVE TANGLED WITH VIPER
BEFORE; THEY COULD BE
A PROBLEM.

OKAY, I'M ON MY WAY TO
YOUR LOCATION.




B CITY CENTER - MINUTES LATER...

VIPER HAS A
STAGING
AREA IN THE
ALLEYWAY,

S TO HIT THE NEW

PLIRPLE GANG
HERE, THEN
SWEEP RIGHT
INTO THE GANG'S
HQ@ IN WESTSIDE.

AND THIS IS
NOT JAPAN.

WHAT DO WE
HAVE?

-

\ . 0
o/
'

SOLINDS A LITTLE WEAK.

THEY’D NEED A BIGGER
SPACE TO CARRY OUT THAT
KIND OF PLAN.

EVEN WITH THE SUPERIOR
FIREPOWER, THEY'D STILL
BE BADLY OUTNUMBERED.

FERARAN

AR RANY

I DIDN'T BRING YOU IN FOR
TACTICAL ADVICE.

WE HAVE A SPECIFIC JOR
TO DO, MS. FUTURE.

MINE IS TO FIND THE
STAGING AREA... YOLRS IS
TO BREAK IT UP.




| 1175
GALATEA
| FUTURE?

RUSH HER! |

DON'T LET
HER PICK
Us OFF/

THAT'S IT?
REALLY?




WHAT'S WRONG? oo =
YOU KNOW, I

WHY DID YOU faas i NORMALLY
STOP? " DON'T MIND

: KICKING BAD
GUYS...

%' i o .
BUT THERE’S A DIFFERENCE P '

BETWEEN KICKING BAD GUYS = Ll ITOLD you THAT
AND KICKING BAD GLIYS FOR ‘ YOUR JOB IS TO
NO REAL REASON. Y sd BREAK LIP--

IVE KICKED ENOUGH VIPER
BUTTS TO KNOW THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A
STAGING AREA AND A
SURVEILLANCE POSITION,
AND THESE GUYS WERE ONLY
TRACKING THE NEW PURPLE
GANG, NOT GETTING READY
TO TAKE THEM OVER,

=—EXCEPT THERE’'S NO

*STAGING AREA” FOR ME S A MY SPECIALTY IS
TO BREAK UP/! B &, INFILTRATION AND

I COULDON'T HELP BUT ALSO [ " N N eoma:
NOTICE THAT YOU STAYED MBAT.
BEHIND WHEN THE —

 FIGHTING STARTED.

( gy STANDING OUT HERE IN & OKAY, OKAY, FINE,
THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET? LET'S TAKE THIS
AWAY FROM THE
8y MEETING ME OUT IN THE LLEYWAY...
MIDDLE OF THE STREET? ‘ A AY

IN COSTUME, NO LESS?

AND DON’T TRY TO TELL ME
THAT THING ON YOUR WRIST
IS A CLOAKING DEVICE/!

THIS 6LY HAD ONE ON AND I
COLLD SEE IT IN LISE/
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HOW ABOLT WHO You
REALLY ARE? AND

DON'T TELL ME THAT
IT'S “"ROTIART”,

I DON'T KNOW WHAT
YOU ARE TALKING
ABOUT.

REALLY? THEN WATCH THIS...

SOCRATES: REQLIESTING
FLILL DISCLOSLIRE ON
REGISTERED HERO “ROTIART”.

R-O-T-I-A-R-T

AND EXPAND TO INCLUDE
SPELLING DERIVATIONS.

WHICH PART OF
THE WORDS
“INSILTRATION'

AN
"SURVEILLANCE”
DID YOU NOT
LINDERST AND?

NORMALLY I FILTER OUT
SLICH FREQLIENCIES,
ESPECI ALLY HERE IN THE

BUT THAT DOESN'T MEAN
THAT I CAN'T HEAR THEM.

ESPECIALLY WHEN
SOMEONE IS USING THEM
TO COMMUNICATE.

STAND BY...
. STAND BY...

== NO FILES EXIST FOR REGISTERED
HERO “R-0-T-T-A-R-T".

SEARCHING FOR POSSIBLE
SPELLING DERIVATION.

STAND BY...

NO FILES EXIST FOR REGISTERED
HERO “ROTIART™ OR POSSIBLE
SPELLING DERIVATION.

AND THAT 1S WHAT IVE
BEEN WAITING FOR...

THAT SAME
ULTRASONIC
FREQUENCY THAT
I PICKED UP WHEN
I ENCOLINTERED
FORECLOSURE
TWO DAYS AGO/

/ I MADE THE MIST AKE OF NOT
PAYING ATTENTION TO THE
MESSAGES GETTING TO
FORECLOSLIRE AND ALLOWED
MYSELF TO GET SUCKED
INTO YOLIR BOSS'S GAME.

NOT THIS TIME/

YOUW'RE GOING TO TELL ME
WHAT HE COULDON'T ABOUT
YOUR EMPLOYER... AND THEN
d YOLI'RE GOING TO TELL
U.N.T.I.L. THE SAME THING.




IWILL TELL YOU THIS:
I DID KNOW
FORECLOSLIRE...

HE WAS MY FRIEND,
AND YOU KILLED HIM/

5
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AND I'M ' ULTRA-HIGH
GOING TO -, = FREQUIENCY .

AKE YOU v .
/SMLIFFEEO i THAT'S MY REAL

FOR THAT/ (a0 W)/ SPECIALTY.

PINPOINT-
PRECISION
SOLIND.

Ed
e R e

» =

3\

I CAN SHATTER A DIAMOND INSIDE A CHINA
SHOP AND NOT CRACK A SINGLE VASE.

RIGHT NOW I'M FOCUSING ON TURNING
YOLIR BRAIN INTO LIQUID.

BUT DON'T WORRY ; YOU WON'T DIE. THEY
WON'T LET ME MAKE IT THAT EASY ON YOU.

THEY STILL HAVE A PLAN FOR YOU...
SOMETHING THEY WERE WILLING TO HAVE MY
FRIEND DIE AT YOUR HANDS TO FULFILL.

AND YOU'RE GOING TO DO WHAT THEY SAY ...
AND THEN I' A GOING TO HAVE MY REVENGE.

AND YOU WON'T SEE IT COMING.

*NN* 1-IF... YOU... THINK YOU

CAN GET TO ME LIKE THIS...

YOU'RE WRONG... . YOU CAN'T.. SSSSSTOP
AND... SO... ARE THEY. ... ) ._ MMAME... LIKE... THTHTHISSS.

I-IT’'SSSS BEENNNN TRIED...
BBBBBEFORRRRRE...

OGO e

_r B W




STOP,

I SAID STOP/

I'LL DESTROY YOUR
BRAIN/ I MEAN IT/

YOU... CCAN'TT...

YYYOU'RE
LINDERRRR
ORDERRSSS,

ALL RIGHT... (Vg ' 8UT I'M NOT
FINE ; 4 DONE WITH YOU,
] . MS. FUTURE.

IVE STOPPED. — N At
SHOT/

WHEN YOU AND I
MEET AGAIN, I
WON'T BE HIDING.

*[:[[::[[[L'[L'L'[L—rr- o8

AND THE NEXT
TIME WE MEET ...

WILL eE YOUR
LAST pAy ALIVE!
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We're here...

When you get your first automobile.

When you buy your first home.

When you welcome your child into the world.
When you get sick.

When a super-villain destroys your neighborhood.
When the Qularr invade the planet.

When monsters attack.

When terrorists raid your workplace.

When a hero saves the day...

And especially when the hero can't.

We're here for you for all of these reasons and
many, many more... because we know that
someone needs to be there for those moments.

Millennium Insurance

We're here when you need someone the most.

Millennium Insurance is a fictional business i the world of Champions Online. Any resemblance 1o real-world businesses is purely coincidental.




U.N.T.I.L, HEADQUIARTERS - =

YOU CAN START
8Y TELLING ME
8 WHY YOLI'RE
N GETTING INTO MY &8
INVESTIGATION.

QLIESTIONS
FOR YOU..*

LI I 11T ¥
RANEEN

WELL IF YOU CHECK YEAH... FLUINNY THING

~ YOUR RECORDS, THAT... THERE’S NO
YOU'LL SEE THAT I i RECORD OF WHO ISSLIED
CLEARANCE. _

T

AND YOU HAVE A FILE
THAT HAS MORE
REDACTION MARKS
THAN THE KENNEDY
ASSASSINATION/!

MAYBE YOU HAVEN'T

GOTTEN THE MEMO... BUT
THE ONE THING I HATE IS
A MYSTERY PLAYER.

I UNDERST AND WHY YOU WOLILD
BE SUSPICIOUS OF SOMEONE
LIKE ME.

I WOLILD PRORBABLY FEEL JUST
AS UPSET ABOUT IT IF THE
ROLES WERE REVERSED, MAJOR.

RIGHT NOW ALL I CAN SAY IS

¥ vOU MAY HAVE UN.T.T.L.

CLEARANCE, BUT THAT
DOESN'T MEAN THAT YouU
CAN JUST INTERJECT
YOURSELF INTO ANY CASE
THAT YOU SEE FIT.

ESPECIALLY WHEN THAT
CASE IS ONE THAT I AM

L CLIRRENTLY WORKING ON/

BUT IF YOU WANT TO GET
TECHNICAL, I WAS
WORKING THIS BEFORE
THE CITY HALL INCIDENT,
SO THIS IS ACTUALLY

MY INVESTIGATION.

THAT YOU AND I HAVE THE SAME
ULTIMATE GOAL: TO GET TO THE
BOTTOM OF WHAT IS GOING ON
WITH GALATEA FUTLIRE.,

IMWILLING TO SHARE WHAT I
HAVE IF YOUW'RE WILLING TO LET
ME WORK WITH YOU ON THIS.




FINE. LET'S SEE e

WHAT YOU HAVE., OKAY... JUST
GIVE ME A
MINUTE OR
TWO HERE.

I MANAGED TO FIGURE
OUT THE PASSWORD TO
MARKMAN GOLD'S
DATARASE FOR HIS

YOU MEAN TO TELL ME
THAT YOU BROKE INTO
THE GOLD STANDARD

AGENCY'S DAT ABASE?

I WAS ABLE TO CORRECTLY GLIESS
HIS PASSWORD USING A SERIES
OF SIMPLE QUESTIONS BASED ON
HIS LIFE. THEN I ELICITED TWO
TRUE RESPONSES AND ONE
PROVOKED LIE FROM HIM.

IT'S A LITTLE EASIER THAN LUSING
CODEBREAKER PROGRAMS.

LINLESS WE WERE GOING
CANT UE > W /rc: cocror
ANY OF THIS ; DESTROYER, RIGHT?

STLUFF. OR ARE YOU EOINE TO

TELL ME THAT SECLIRITY
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 996
WAS JUST THEORETICAL?,




FAIR ENOLIGH,

SO WHAT IS
IT YOU'RE
SHARING?

WELL I FIRST
THOUGHT TO
SEARCH FOR
"FORECLOSLURE’.

kS

iy
A 3 AND THAT 1S WHAT
g I DISCOVERED...

WELL FOR STARTERS IT
MEANS THAT HE WAS A
SO-CALLED “CLIENT” OF
MARKMAN GOLD,

WAS, sBUT APPARENTLY
NOT ANY MORE.

- —

1e Back Markman

10OME

TEREREE
IATABASE

INANCIAL
YIRECTORY

EGAL
YIREGTORY

IR DIRECTORY

SONSLLTANT
VIRFFRIRY

Real Name:
Status: ED

BUT THAT WAS A
DEAD-END.

SO I LOOKED
FOR “*GANG-
BREAKER’, HIS
ORIGINAL HERO
NAME,

CLIENT L

Codename:

onv" Atwell

"ODISMISSED’?
WHAT DOES

THAT MEAN?

EXACTLY. AND HIS WASN'T
THE ONLY ENTRY WITH THAT
STATUS., THERE WERE
SEVERAL OTHERS LIKE THAT...

AND IT'S APPARENTLY
DIFFERENT FROM THE
CLIENTS THAT ARE
DISCIPLINED, OR ARE ABLE
TO BREAK AWAY FROM THE
AGENCY.

SO NOW WE KNOW GOLD IS
USING THE AGENCY AS A
RECRUITMENT CENTER FOR
SOMEONE OR SOME GROLUP.

Sl AND I THINK I MAY HAVE AN
s\ IDEA WHO THAT COULD BE.

THIS IS MAJOR CROSS,
I NEED A SECLIRE LINE
TO PIRECTOR JONES ON
MONSTER ISLAND.

TELL HIM IT'S
REGARDING MYCROFT.

RONIN OMEGA, AS OF RIGHT
NOW, YOLI'RE WORKING WITH
ME ON THIS MATTER,

CONTINLEE TO PURSLIE THE
INVESTIGATION ON YOLUR END,
AND REPORT BACK TO ME ON
ANYTHING YOU FIND.

BUT LEAVE TALKING WITH
GALATEA FUTURE TO ME.




EARLY EVENING

I HEARD WHAT
HAPPENED.

ARE YOU OKAY?

YEAH... T JUST

HAVE A KILLER S ,
MIGRAINE FROM THAT'S NOT WHAT

THE ENCOLINTER. BOTHERS ME RIGHT NOW.

WHAT DID THAT GUY DO
TO YOU? I THOUGHT YOu
AND I CANT WERE INVULNERABLE/!
TAKE ANYTHING
TO COMBAT IT.

BUT AT LEAST I
PUT A SHIRT ON
BEFORE YOU
GOT HERE/

I DON'T ADVERTISE IT, BUT I
CAN BE HURT.

I CAN SEE AND HEAR BEYOND
THE NORMAL SPECTRUM. I
NORMALLY HAVE TO FILTER IT

OUT, BUT WHEN I ENCOLINTERED [N

MISTER “ROTIART?, I BEGAN
HEARING THAT ULTRA-SONIC
SIGNAL LIKE I DID WITH
FORECLOSLIRE.

BUT BEING ABLE TO HEAR THOSE
SOLINDS ALSO MAKES ME
VULNERABLE TO THEM.

YROTIART” WAS ABLE TO USE
THAT TO TRY TO LIQUEFY MY
BRAIN THROUGH THOSE SOLINDS.

THANKFULLY HE WASN'T THE FIRST
ONE TO TRY THAT ON ME, SO I
KNEW WHAT TO DO. BUT IT STILL
WRECKS HAVYOC ON ME.

DOCTOR SILVERBACK SAID
THERE'S NO LASTING DAMAGE,
BUT IT WAS STILL HARD FOR ME
TO CONCENTRATE TO FLY HOME.

THERE WAS NO WAY ' DID I?
FOR YOU TO KNOW

THAT IT WAS A TRAP, - » ' BEFORE I SHOWED LIP TO MEET

HIM, I USED MY COMMLINICATOR
TO TIE INTO THE SOCRATES
NETWORK TO LOOK UP HIS NAME.

THAT’S HOW I KNEW HE WASN'T
WHO HE CLAIMED TO EE.

YROTIART”... BACKWARDS FOR
"TRAITOR’.

AND I STILL WALKED RIGHT INTO
THE TRAP, KNOWING THAT IT WAS
WAITING FOR ME.




THAT JUST MEANS YOLI'RE
GETTING YOLIR HEAD BACK IN
THE GAME.

YOU KNEW SOMETHING WAS
OFF, SO YOU KNEW ENOLIGH
%CQ)A%E AWARE THAT IT WAS A

WHEN HAVEN'T I TAKEN
ON AN ARCH-VILLAIN?

THERE'S ALOR, LIBRA,
LADY TESSERACT, THE
FIFTH LORD
INCARNATION OF
CHULLITHU...

‘TAYA, HOW LONG HAS IT
BEEN SINCE YOUYVE T AKEN
ON A REAL ARCH-VILLAIN?

I WAS THINKING OF AN
ARCH-VILLAIN LIKE...
DOCTOR DESTROYER...

OR LIKE *KING SPIDER’
IN YOLIR BOOK SERIES.

YOU KNOW... SOMEONE
MORE ON YOUR LEVEL
NOW... NOT A GOD OR
DEMI-GOD.

I GUESS I NEVER REALLY
THOUGHT OF IT LIKE THAT.,

IT’S BEEN A REALLY LONG
TIME SINCE I'VE TAKEN ON
SOMEONE WHO WASN'T A
GOD OR A DEMI-GOD OR
SAW THEMSELVES AS ONE.

WELL CONGRATULATIONS,
YOU'VE APPARENTLY PICKED
UpP AN ARCH-VILLAIN THAT
ISN'T A GOD OR DEMI-GOD.

DON'T TAKE THIS THE WRONG WAY,
‘TAYA... BUT EARLIER TODAY YOU WERE
TELLING ME THAT YOLI'RE NOT A GOD.

BUT MAYRBE PART OF THE PROBLEM IS
THAT EVEN THOUGH YOLI'RE NOT AS
POWERFUL AS YOU ONCE WERE IN THAT
OTHER UNIVERSE, YOU STILL THINK OF
YOURSELF AS BEING IN THE SAME
LEAGLUE AS GODS AND DEMI-GODS.

YOU THINK YOU CAN HANDLE ANYTHING
BECAUSE YOUWRE STILL THINKING THAT ALL
OF THIS IS STILL NOT ON YOUR LEVEL.

MAYBE THAT'S WHY WHOMEVER IS BEHIND
"FORECLOSLIRE” AND “ROTIART” ARE ABLE
TO GET TO YOU LIKE THIS.




HMA... *6IGELE"

ARE YOU SURE THAT « )

YOU DONT HAVE ANy £ a"gﬁ% L)}'EEVIONUGLO
SLUPERPOWERS, CAN: . CERTAINLY BRING
YOU KNOW, SLIPER- : MY LAW PRACTICE.
PHILOSOPHY? SLIPER-

MENTOR... —-ISM?

ABSOLUTELY/

THE SOONER WE GET
THIS WHOLE MESS WITH
"FORECLOSLIRE” OUT OF
THE WAY, THE BETTER
FOR US BOTH/

OH, AND ONE
MORE FAVOR...

-Ding:Dongyey’

COULD YOU GET OLIR gl I TAKE THAT BACK,
DINNER FROM THE YOLIRE THINKING
CONCIERGE DESK? MORE *MORTAL”

ALREADY ...
I ORDERED SZECHUAN

DINNER FOR TWO AND I
LEFT MY “ATHENA* WIG
UPST AIRS.

MONEY’S ON THE
COLINTER.




WESTSIDE - LITTLE ITALY SECTION

PARASITES...

THEY THINK THEY'RE
S0 TOUGH BECALISE
THEY'RE WILLING TO
HLRT THE WEAK.

NO... PLEASE...
I REALLY NEED
THIS JOB...

PARASITES THAT
DRESS UP IN SUITS
AND TIES AND
PRETEND TO BE
*DIGNIFIED”.

T KNow jHaT, AND THEN PARASITES
IS LUgirOR LIKE THE NEW PLIRPLE
THEM; FREING | EANG COME ALONG
LIRS LITTLE THESE PEOPLE
WO Te R NEED TO SLIRVIVE.

NOT TONIGHT.,

HOW MANY
DREAMS ARE
THEY ALLOWED : Al AN NS
SgscrggesgAusE T NOT o

" : wice NOT MAKE
THEY CAN? THEIR QUOTA
OF MISERY/

TONIGHT THE
PREDATORS
BECOME THE
PREY .

TONIGHT I TAKE
AWAY THEIR MEANS
OF MAKING A LIVING
OFF THE WEAK,




THANK YOU/
THANK YOuU
SO MLUCH/!

JUST DOING WHAT I
CAN... JUST LIKE YOU.

BE SURE TO TELL THE
POLICE WHAT HAPPENED
S0 THESE B@ST ARDS
DON'T COME BACK WHEN
THEY GET OUT OF THE
HOSPITAL.

NO, THEY’'RE NOT DEAD.

BUT THEY WILL HAVE
SOME PERMANENT
REMINDERS OF THEIR
CRIMES, THANKS TO
MY ELECTRO-BLADE.

THIS IS JUST A DROP IN THE
BLICKET OF THE CRIME IN THIS
PART OF MILLENNIUM CITY...

BUT IT'S STILL A START.

AND HOPEFULLY IT'LL GET THE
ATTENTION OF THE RIGHT
PEOPLE.




BACK AT THE WAREHOLISE

SO DO WE HAVE AN
LINDERST ANDING,
MS., FUTLIRE?*

DID YOU KNOW THE MAN

THAT CALLED HIMSELF NO. I ONLY WENT ON THE
"FORECLOSURE" BEFORE INFORMATION THAT THE
THE CITY HALL MILLENNIUM CITY
INCIDENT? - POLICE HAD AVAILABLE

, AT THE TIME.

WERE YOU AWARE

OF ANY ORJECTS
IMPLANTED IN HIS NO, 8UT I DID PICK LIP AN

, ULTRA-SONIC SIGNAL
PORON AL 1" BELbLGH D 2 Form oF
THAT KILLED HIM? COMMUNICATION LINTIL

, AFTER THE INCIDENT.

g?nggr%ﬁse Eévg%e HE EVEN ADMITTED TO IT,
ELSEWHERE. BUT HE WOULDN'T SAY WHO.

HE JUST SAID IT WAS A
GROLIP THAT CONSIDERS
ME TO BE A THREAT TO
THEIR STATUS QLUIO.




DO YOU KNOW OF ANY
GROUP THAT WOULD
CONSIDER YOU TO BE
A THREAT TO THEM?

THE ONLY BIG
GROLIPS THAT I
KNOW THAT IVE
PISSED OFF
DLIRING MY TIME
HERE ARE VIPER...

y AND U.N.T.I.L.

IF YOU HAD KNOWN
THAT FORECLOSLIRE
HAD SOMETHING
IMPLANTED IN HINM...
IS THERE ANYTHING
THAT YOU WOULD HAVE
DONE DIFFERENTLY?

I HONESTLY
| DON'T KNOW.

IT SEEMED TO ME THAT HE WAS
DETERMINED TO HAVE THAT KIND
OF OUTCOME OCCUR, NO MATTER
WHAT I DID OR DID NOT DO,

I'M NOT A GOD, AS A GOOD
FRIEND RECENTLY REMINDED ME,
SO I CAN'T REALLY SAY IF THERE
WAS ANYTHING THAT I COULD'VE
DONE DIFFERENTLY.

THANK YOU.

THAT'S PRECISELY THE
KIND OF ANSWER I
WAS LOOKING FOR,
MS. FUTURE.




I MAY HAVE SOME
OTHER QUESTIONS
FOR YOU LATER ON,
BUT FOR RIGHT NOW
I'M SATISFIED WITH
WHAT IVE HEARD.

WHAT ABOUT THE
GROUP HE WORKED
FOR? THEY DID
SEND ANOTHER
OPERATIVE AGAINST
ME YESTERDAY TO
*REINFORCE THE
MESSAGE”.

S50 HOW ABOUT
THIS: YOU KEEP
ME IN THE LOOP
ON ANY MORE
"MESSAGES?,
AND I'LL DO
THE SAME ON
MY END.

FORECLOSLIRE’'S DEATH WILL
BE DEEMED A “SUICIDE-BY-
CAPE”", IT'S NOT A HERO-
GLAMOROUS OUTCOME, eUT
IT DOES CLEAR YOU OF ANY
BLAME IN HIS DEATH SINCE
HE MANIPLULATED YOU TO

HIS OWN END.

I SUPPOSE IT WOLILD
BE POINTLESS FOR
ME TO SAY “LET ME
HANDLE IT”.

I DON'T SEE YOU AS
THE KIND OF HERO
THAT JUST HANDS
THESE THINGS OFF TO
OTHERS.

I SUPPOSE I
DON'T HAVE A
CHOICE, PO I?

OKAY. DEAL.




VIRTUAL HEADSET - GOLD STANDARD AGENCY

YOU SHOULD HAVE
WARNED ME THAT
YOU WERE GOING
TO INITIATE A
SECOND
ENCOLINTER,

I WOLILD HAVE--

PrivaterCall
Caller!/ID-Blocked

I WASN'T GIVEN
ENOUGH TIME TO
DO THAT.,

HE WASN'T EVEN
DEAD A WEEK
AND YOU SENT
| IN THE SECOND
\ MAN

THIS IS
MARKMAN GOLD,

BEGIN THE
| CAMPAIGN.




{ ORGANIZATION.
4 1T cOST US A 600D

i a:?h

47990 gt

T ==

I HAVE MY —

OLBTS ABOUT
THIS, MAJOR,

.
—

= :r§;“k7

I LINDERSTAND,
DIRECTOR, BUT I
DON'T THINK WE'LL
HAVE A BETTER
OPPORTUNITY TO
GET THE BALL

ROLLING ON THIS.

’7'
I’M NOT A FAN OF MULTI-
STAGED PROJECTS, MAJOR,

TOO MANY VARIABLES AND
CONDITIONS. RESOURCE
ALLOCATIONS ARE A

N DREAD VI

AND NORMALLY I'D BE
ALL FOR A DIRECT
APPROACH, BUT WE
REALLY DON'T HAVE AN
ALTERNATIVE HERE.

YOuUu KNOW HOW
ENTRENCHED THEY ARE
IN GOVERNMENT,
ESPECIALLY HERE IN
THE LINITED STATES.

VERY WELL...

AS OF Now,

PROJECT

MYCROFT IS A GO.

IDENTIFY THE ASSETS
YOou'LL NEED AND KEEP
ME LIPDATED ON THE
PROGRESS.

THE TWO-ST AGE
APPROACH IS THE
ONLY WAY TO GET
THE ASSETS

)y TOGETHER WITHOUT
THEM REALIZING
WHY THEY’RE BEING
ASSEMBLED LINTIL
WE'RE READY TO
TAKE IT TO THE
NEXT LEVEL.

THANK YOu
DIRECTOR. |




I'M GLORIA ROOT JUST ~

OUTSIDE THE TAILOR SHOPS A 5 FAMED FASHION DESIGNER

OF THE RENAISSANCE CENTER i ey EMILIO VON FRERE HAS

WITH SOME BREAKING NEWS gt | ISSUED AN EXTREMELY RARE

IN THE WORLD OF HEROES AND ; ¥ SERIES OF CRITICISMS

FASHION/ ' - REG ARDING SUPERHERO
DESIGNS OF LATE.,

TAILORS HERE OFTEN TREAT
VON FRERE’'S CRITICISMS AS
ONE WOLILD A STATEMENT
FROM THE VATICAN.

HIS FIRST CRITICIS N T '"WEROES IN MILLENNIUM £ITY DO NOT NEED TO
CONCERNED A " hy | AR LOOK HIKE THEY'RE ROMANS TRYING TO CONQUER

RELATIVELY RECENT _ Bt SOME OBSCURE NEW ENGLAND COMMUNITY."
FASHION TREND HERE f

i) )iy 2 U - 'WE NEED TO HOOK AHEAD, NOT BEHIND, AND OUR

CHIC®, WHICH OFTEN HEROES NEED TO DO THE 5AME.
INVOLVES ROMAN- g -

STYLE GARB WITH "LEAVE WORD5 LIKE 'INCARNATE' AND 'PRAETOR'
PATRIOTIC SYMBOLS. g : IN THE HISTORY BOOKS WHERE THEY BELONG.'

-~

)C Statement from Emilio Von Frere

e 7 ACCORDING TO HIS STATEMENT,
BUT IT IS HIS SECOND S L QLIOTE:

CRITICISM THAT HAS THE HERO ot " "
GALATEA FLITURE’S NEW OUTFIT IS A
FASHION WORLD STUNNED... . HORRENDOUS JLMBLE OF WRONGE
BECALISE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN I MESSAGES, FROM HER TWO-TONED
DECADES, EMILIO VON FRERE e B HAIR DOWN TO HER RED BOOTS, HER
FOCUSED HIS CRITICISM NOT (" NEW LOOK EMPHASIZES ALL THE
s ON A FASHION TREND, B8UT ON A 7 ) WRONG THINGS AND HIDES THE
SPECIFIC HERO. . RIGHT ONES. IT'S CLEARLY THE WORK
) OF AN AMATELIR DESPERATELY
TRYING COVER UP THE THINGS SHE
HATES ABOUT HERSELF .”

IFamed Designer Condemns Reeent Hero Fashion Trends
r J

NO WORD YET ON
GALATEA FUTLIRE'S
RESPONSE, s8UT

) DESIGNERS HERE
SAY THEY ARE
READY TO HELP HER |
IMPROVE HER LOOK
WHEN SHE’S READY.,

1 NEXT [550E:
ffSWCOC Galatea Future Trashed | F o popuLir
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Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2.

Of Gods, Heroes, And Humility

It was William Shakespeare that once penned “Oh it is excellent to have a giant’s
strength, but it is tyrannous to use it as a giant.”

One of the things about certain mainstream comic heroes that appeal to the readers is not
just their superhuman abilities, but their humility.

A certain iconic hero could bend steel, have bullets bounce off his chest, fly faster than
the speed of light, move the planet itself, hear the cries of help thousands of miles away,
change history by flying at super-speeds around the world, erase memories with just a
kiss, and yet still be humble and compassionate. He stops bank robbers right after
fishing kittens out of trees, stops world conquerors right after finding a child’s lost
puppy, and never accepts anything more than a “thank you” for all of his hard work and
sacrifice.

And he doesn’t complain about it, does he? Not a word. He doesn’t talk about how he
hears people crying for help all the time. He doesn’t talk about the lives that were lost
because he was distracted with some other crisis.

This 1s what makes our “iconic hero” so “iconic”. We see him as having the powers of a
god, and yet he doesn’t abuse those powers. He uses them in the ways that we would
ideally expect someone to use them.

With Galatea Future, we have sort of the opposite problem.

Here’s a woman with centuries of experience fighting evil and injustice. Not only does
she possess superpowers, but she became more and more powerful until she eventually
became strong enough to literally go toe-to-toe with gods.

And then she finds herself in the world of Champions Online deprived of many of those
powers she got used to wielding, and having to start fresh with the most basic of her
abilities.

Sure she can physically adapt to the change. But what about mentally?

When we get older, one of the hardest things that we have to accept is the reality that we
can’t do the things we used to do when we were younger. We can’t run as fast or as far

as we used to. We can’t see or hear as well as we used to. We have to put in extra effort
to keep in shape or keep our hair the same color. But mentally we still think that we can

carry on like we were in our prime. ,
Continues on next page...
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Continued from previous page...

It’s hard for us sometime to mentally accept that we’re not the same as we used to be.

Now picture that kind of dilemma with a superhuman like Galatea Future. Someone
who physically took on gods and demons and now has to mentally adjust to the new
reality that she’s just not that powerful anymore.

We all joke about wanting to have super-powers and what we would do if we had
them. And what would we really do with those powers? We’d use them for our own
sake, of course!

We’d use super-strength to bully the guy that used to intimidate us, or to toss the SUV
that’s hogging two parking spaces. We’d use X-Ray vision to peek into the dressing
rooms and peek at our birthday presents and see if that receptionist really IS a natural
blond. We’d fly around just because it’s easier than driving and we wouldn’t have to
worry about parking or insurance.

Ironic, isn’t it? We’d abuse those powers because we’re human. And yet it’s the
humbleness and humility that we don’t demonstrate ourselves that make someone else
into a hero when put in the same situation.

Something to think about, isn't it?

HTTP: | | BATTLEROCKCOMICS, WORDPRESS.CON

T T What is "Project Mycroft®, and how does it aFFecf
% 8 Galatea Future?

What is this new “campaign” being waged against
her by Markman Gold? Galatea finds out the hard
. way when she goes up against "Vox Populii”.

Plus, what is Starlett up to? Who's “attention’ is
she trying to attract? And will she succeed?

Find out in the next issue!
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