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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

For the past few years, Mindy Harrison has served as operations assistant 
to the Guardians of the Dawn superhero group.  But nobody knew who she 
really was.  Equally disturbing is the fact that she seemingly vanished just 
as the group was being overseen by special Vanguard agent Carlton Sage. 

Now the Guardians are asking questions about her, and parts of who she 
really is are starting to come forward.  

Meanwhile, both Cardinal Syn and Furia Powers are trying to enlist the 
cooperation of Streetangel, a young hero recently accosted by the corrupt 
members of the Paragon City Police Department’s “Blue Dog Squad”.   

But they have no idea that Streetangel has a few secrets of her own, 
including the fact that she is working with Mindy to take down the Blue 
Dogs themselves. 

Furia and the Guardians #23 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying 
Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 
original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, 
City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon 
Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any 
claim on above mentioned content. 
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Sky Raider Outpost - Nova Scotia 

2010 

“So... You did all 
of this yourself?” 

“Yes Ma’am.” 

“I am impressed.” 

“Thank you ma’am.” 

Madam Artemis 
Knives of Artemis leader 

Without being asked, 
you single-handedly 
shut down the Sky 
Raider base that has 
been thwarting our 
operations for months. 

The carnage alone is... 
Impressive. 

Thank you 
Ma’am. 

So I suppose I 
should be 
asking...  

What do you 
expect from 
the Knives of 
Artemis... 

... Mindy 
Harrison? 

To be one of 
you, of course.   

To be a sister. 
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I looked up your 
history before I 
arrived here. 

You’ve been making 
the rounds with 
all the major 
groups. 

Nobody wants 
you. 

So why should 
we want you? 

After you were 
kicked out of 
Freedom Corps, 
you tried HERO 
Corps, Crey, 
CyCorp, even the 
Dawn Patrol. 

I think I’ve just 
proven my worth 
to the sisterhood. 

I used my skills 
to eliminate your 
biggest enemy in 
the area. 

The Knives are 
not a sorority 
group, Miss 
Harrison. 

We are paid to 
kill our 
targets, and 
we kill without 
question. 

This is a 
business group.   

We are 
mercenaries. 

So I want to know 
if you can be just 
as ruthless 
against a hero. 

You’ve limited 
your kills to 
groups like 
Arachnos and the 
goldBrickers and 
Sky Raiders. 

There is a 
contract out 
for a member of 
Vanguard that I 
want you to 
personally 
handle with the 
same ferocity 
as you handled 
the Sky Raiders. 

His name is 
Carlton Sage. 

It’ll be my 
pleasure, 
ma’am. 
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Kings Row - Paragon City, RI 

2017 

Streetangel 
(Karen Manning) 

Fiona Poderes 
Aka Furia Powers 

She’s brave.   

I’ll give her 
that. 

Accosted by the 
police, and she’s 
back out here in 
Kings Row like 
nothing happened. 

If it were me, I 
think I would’ve 
put on a jacket 
or made some 
other kind of 
costume change. 

She may not be 
asking for help 
from Loche & 
Key, but I can 
give her plenty 
as Furia Powers 
if things go 
south. 

But there’s 
something 
wrong about 
all this. 

She’s not walking around 
like she’s on patrol. 

It just looks 
like she’s taking 
a stroll. 

Like she’s waiting 
for someone to 
see her out here. 
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And I’m not 
the only one 
watching her! 

Cardinal Syn 
(Cassandra Dare) 

What is she 
doing? 

It doesn’t even 
look like she’s 
looking for 
criminals. 

It’s almost 
like she’s... 
Bait. Lt. William McCade 

Paragon City Police 

Well now...  

What do we have 
here? 

Looks like she’s 
eager for a 
little more fun. 

Blast it... Why 
are Furia and 
Syn here? 

Mindy Harrison 
Operations Assistant 

They could blow 
the whole thing 
if McCade sees 
them! 

Cardinal Syn on 
the rooftop... 

Someone in the 
alleyway... 

And a third 
player down the 
street... 

Even a ghoul 
would think 
something 
is wrong. 

Next time, 
though... 

Party time. 

Karen, call 
it a night. 

I’ll talk with 
you in the 
morning. 

Let’s give 
this one a 
pass tonight. 
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Monkey Fight Club - Pocket D 

Shadow Shard Universe 

(Note: No Earth simians are 
harmed in any way during these 
battles.  The same cannot be 
said about mutated creatures 
from the Rikti Universe.) 

That one was 
just... Brutal. 

Last time I spend my 
money on a tip from 
some guy calling 
himself Battyfox! 

You listened to him?  
You deserved to lose 
your money! 

My time is precious, 
Mister Knight. 

You didn’t have to 
wear a disguise 
to talk with me, 
given where we are. 

So... Karen Manning... 

Jason Knight 
(Drake Grey) 

But I can 
understand how 
your people could 
suspect she was. 

... Is not and never was 
in the Federal Witness 
Protection Program. 

And that includes  
Tiers one, two, and 
three of protection. 

Her hero file was 
forged with some 
of the signs of 
someone in the 
program.* 

(* See Last Issue) 

These are people with 
the training and the 
means to make things 
happen, no matter the 
cost. 

I’ll let you in on a not-so-little 
secret, Mister Knight. 

Long before we both were in 
diapers, the U.S. Marshals and a 
few other agencies outsourced 
the crafting of new identities to 
an elite group of specialists. 

They’re called 
Facilitators. 

Let’s just say I respect 
the need for secrecy, 
especially given who just 
got sworn in as your new 
boss in Washington. 
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I’ve already come 
across one of 
them.   

Simon Barrister.* 

He’s dead. 

(* Back in “Guardians of 
the Dawn Spotlight” #28) 

You knew about 
him...  

But he’s not the 
only facilitator 
that you’ve 
encountered. 

And that’s 
really all 
that I’m 
allowed to 
say on that. 

Major agencies using 
a secret group of 
specialists... 

I presume that includes 
Vanguard, right? 

Incandescent’s group 
probably has a few. 

And all tied into the 
Bilderburg Alliance. 

I don’t know how you 
managed to contact 
me, Mister knight... 

I wish I could say yes 
or no on any of that, 
but I can’t. 

I only agreed to meet 
with you as a favor for 
Captain Paragonna*. 

... But, if you’re 
smart, you’ll 
never do it 
again. 

(* “Spotlight” #4) 

And if your people 
are smart... 

You would make 
sure that I would 
never have to. 
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Talos Island 

underground base of 
the Guardians of the 
Dawn 

Furia Powers 
(Fiona Poderes) 

So... Was that 
you I saw in 
Kings Row 
last night 
stalking 
Streetangel? 

“I got your 
call, Furia. 
What’s up?” 

Wait... That was 
you in the glasses 
holding up that 
building wall? 

I thought you 
looked familiar! 

So... Why are you 
stalking her? 

I was doing my 
day job for Loche 
& Key.   

I’d say that she’s 
a potential client 
but there was 
something off... 

But I think 
someone else 
already recruited 
her for their own 
operation. 

I noticed it as 
well. 

Jason asked me 
to recruit her 
for his anti-blue 
Dog task force. 

When I saw you on 
the rooftop, I 
thought she was 
already working 
for you and Jason. 

But if what you’re 
telling me is 
true... Then that 
third person I saw 
down the street 
could be the one 
she’s working for. 

You know how to 
access the street 
cameras? 

I’m running on 
four hours of 
sleep...  

and, unlike Jason, 
that isn’t normal 
for me! 

Only if you will go 
to the Lounge and 
get us a couple of 
Chef’s hyper-strong 
coffees. 
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Steel Canyon 

Well... How the 
mighty have 
fallen... 

Aw come on, 
Marv, that one 
was worth a 
compliment. 

“Mighty Marv” 
Disgruntled blogger 

Carlton Sage 
Vanguard Overseer 

Ain’t got time to be 
playing your game, Sage. 

Supposed to be meeting 
with some guys for a pick
-up round, so say what 
you need to say and then 
go away before you scare 
them off. 

Right, because 
you’re so “reformed” 
without your little 
scam friends. 

Speaking of... you 
keep in touch with 
your cute partner-
in-crime, Mindy? 

Tried a few 
times to get in 
touch with her.   

Wanted nothing 
to do with me. 

So I moved on. 

You’re still 
nothing but a 
con-man just 
pretending to 
do good. 

PAY ATTENTION 
to me WHEN 
I’M TALKING 
TO YOU, BOY! 

Back the hell 
off, Sage! 

I paid my 
penance and I 
cleaned up my 
act. 

I don’t buy it, 
“Mighty Marv”. 

Just like I don’t 
buy this “reform” 
bit of yours. 
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You have a problem with 
that, I have a lawyer on 
speed-dial.  He makes big 
money suing people like 
you into bankruptcy. 

Besides, you guys were 
the ones that told me 
about the Loserville 
camps and how they need 
help, so that’s what I’ve 
been doing since then. 

Your bosses 
said my two 
years with 
Vanguard 
cleared my 
record. 

Right... And you 
don’t have time 
for anything 
else, right? 

Like running a 
blog hassling 
heroes? 

You see Mindy, 
you call me. 
Nobody else.   

You got it? 

By the way... 
Whatever happened 
to that rat-dog 
of yours? 

Mighty Mutt? 

You better leave 
now, Sage... 

Before I make it 
my personal 
mission in life 
to END You! 

Pfft!  Don’t 
make me 
laugh, boy. 

If I thought you 
could even come 
close to doing 
it, I would’ve put 
a bullet in your 
brain long ago. 

You say you don’t know 
where Mindy has been...  

Fine.  Here’s where you 
pay ME back for your 
crimes. 
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Striga Isle - 2010 

Let me guess...  

Anonymous tip 
brings him here 
and then you 
ambush him 
before he can 
get a shot. 

I’m only going 
to tell you 
this once:  

Go away. 

I’m really 
curious to 
see how this 
all turns out. 

You’ll get maybe 
one or two shots 
in before they 
spot you and 
shoot you down. 

I hope you’re a 
markswoman, 
otherwise it’s a 
wasted effort. 

What if I 
am? 

What’s it 
to you? 

That’s just how they deal 
with fangirl wannabes. 

I think it’s a waste of talent for 
you to be told to kill Carlton 
Sage just to appease the Knives 
of Artemis. 

I just happen to know that there 
is no such contract out on him. 

The knives don’t “audition”.  They 
sent you to kill Sage so you’ll 
be eliminated in the process. 

Oh, I’m not here 
to stop you or 
to alert them. 
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I don’t 
believe 
you! 

Then 
don’t. 

Go ahead and kill 
Carlton Sage for 
what he did to you, 
and die in the 
process. 

I just happen to 
think it’s a waste 
of your talent and 
your potential to 
be so much more. 

I don’t have a 
“potential” 
because of him! 

My “talent” is 
being wasted 
because of him! 

If you 
follow 
through 
with your 
plan, then 
it will be. 

But what If I were to 
tell you that there 
was an opportunity 
for you to be 
something far better 
than what Freedom 
Corps could ever 
train you to be? 

I’m not 
interested in 
working for 
Arachnos. 

My name is Simon 
Barrister, and I’m 
talking about an 
organization that 
has been around 
far longer than 
Arachnos. 

If I haven’t changed your 
mind in an hour, you can 
still come back here in 
time to carry out your 
suicidal act of revenge. 

Now... I presume you have some 
civilian clothes nearby... 
Something to change into so 
you can blend in with the 
common folk. 

I happen to know there is a bar 
not too far from here where we 
can talk further. 

Simon Barrister 
Corporate Facilitator 

Of course not.  
That would be an 
even bigger waste. 
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Steel Canyon University 

So you 
found 
Mindy? 

Prof. Bart Wallace 
Aka Ryder Lightning 

Yeah it looks 
like she’s using 
a rookie hero 
to try to sting 
the blue dogs. 

Turned out Furia 
and I were looking 
for the same hero, 
and once we put our 
heads together, we 
realized what Mindy 
was doing with 
streetangel. 

Jesus!  What the 
hell is she 
thinking doing 
something like 
that? 

Okay, we need to 
put an end to it 
before someone 
like Sage finds 
out what she’s 
been doing. 

Or worse... Get 
that hero killed! 

Furia, when you 
spot Mindy, you 
teleport-tag her 
to the base.   

I’ll have a special 
place set up to 
keep her off the 
field. 

Got 
it. 

I’m on monitor 
detail, but I can 
try to track 
Streetangel’s 
movements until 
Furia can assist 
her. 

Sounds good, 
Syn. 

One more thing...  

Until I can 
personally 
figure all this 
out,  You need to 
Make sure that 
Sage does not 
see or know that 
we have Mindy. 

I need answers 
and somehow I 
don’t think he’ll 
help us get them. 
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Let’s see if 
tonight’s 
the night. 

Okay... 

Later that evening... 

Kings Row Rail Station 

Don’t get too 
anxious, Karen. 

I can hear you 
just fine through 
my earpiece. 

Long time 
no see, 
Mindy. 

Furia?!? 

Oh no... Guardian 
Base: Mindy’s 
been found 
and tagged. 

Auto-teleport 
engaged. 

Wait!  No!  I 
can explain... 
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A “Facilitator”? 

You actually 
call yourself 
that? 

It’s a generic 
term that gives 
us a lot of 
leeway when it 
comes to what 
we do. 

Striga Isle - 2010 

So you... What? 

Organize 
parties?  Get the 
dry cleaning?  
Feed someone’s 
dog or cat? 

More along the 
lines of fixing 
the kinds of 
problems that 
normally 
cannot be fixed. 

So If someone 
was causing 
trouble, you’d 
kill them. 

No, but we 
would make the 
arrangements 
for that so 
our client 
wouldn’t be 
implicated in 
any of it. 

Facilitators 
make things 
happen. 

Like when you 
made everyone 
in the bar leave 
just so we 
could have this 
talk in private. 

The facilitators were once part 
of an elite league of assassins; 
the finest in the world. 

A subgroup was formed to 
handle the arrangements for the 
ones that carried out the 
missions.  That subgroup 
survived and became what we 
refer to today as Facilitators. 

With some people, it’s a 
matter of throwing the 
right amount of money. 

It’s about what you know 
about people and using it. 
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So... Why me? 

What makes me 
so special? 

You have an I.Q. of 165. 

You can disseminate 
information faster 
than most people. 

You have the brains of 
a programmer and the 
skills of a surgeon. 

And most people 
would never suspect 
you have these things. 

If your parents didn’t sign 
you into Freedom Corp’s 
young prodigy program, we 
would have sought you out 
years ago. 

And now you have an 
opportunity to do far more 
than what Freedom Corps 
could ever provide you. 

I won’t lie to you... 
The training will 
be harder than 
what you were used 
to with Freedom 
Corps. 

But if you are 
determined enough, 
you can overcome 
and persevere and 
be ready in two 
years tops. 

Interested? 

Yes, but...  

I’m just 
wondering why 
we couldn’t sit 
down for this 
talk? 

I mean, we have 
the bar to 
ourselves. 

My dear, there are 
some things around 
here that dry 
cleaning can never 
get out. 
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Present Day... 

Base: do you 
have her? 

The hell? 

Someone took 
the Kings Row 
cameras off-
line! 

Not good!  
This is not 
good! 

I’m sorry if the 
accommodations 
are a little bit... 
Industrial. 

We’ve been a 
little busy since 
you left, Mindy. 

Ryder!  You 
have to let me 
out of here!   

I need to 
contact 
Streetangel. 
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We had to put this 
together after I 
discovered a potential 
security problem 
surrounding the 
sudden disappearance 
of my operations 
assistant. 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

Look I know 
you’re upset at 
how I left... But 
that doesn’t 
matter right now! 

I need to get back 
in touch with 
Streetangel!   

It’s urgent! 

Why didn’t you 
come to us 
with this?  You 
could have had 
the whole team 
helping you! 

Because I 
can’t be here 
as long as 
Carlton Sage 
is still 
around! 

It’s just you, me, 
and a mystical-
powered energy 
field. 

Tell me why. 

He doesn’t know 
you’re here.  This 
cell is in a place 
that is totally 
off the maps. 

I’ll tell you 
what you need 
to know... 

I’ll tell you 
everything! 

But first you have to 
let me talk with 
Streetangel and get 
her off the street. 

She’ll only listen to 
me.  She won’t listen 
to anything anyone 
else will have to say. 

We know you’ve 
been working 
with her to put 
a “sting” on the 
Blue Dogs. 
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Oh... 
Sssshhhhh... 

Well, well... Look who’s a 
glutton for 
attention! 

He’s here... He 
saw me... 

Make the call... 
Make the call...  

WE TOLD YOU 
WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN IF YOU 
CAME BACK HERE! 

She’s entering 
the office 
building at 13 
threadbare 
street. 

You know the 
drill. 

Make sure 
everyone is 
dressed for 
the occasion. 

Stick to the plan. 

She keeps her 
mask on when we 
drag her back out 
to the street. 

Nothing else. 
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Anything 
yet, Syn? 

The cameras are 
still down. 

HEY! 

Dammit... 

WHAT The hell are 
you doing 
PULLING ME LIKE 
THAT?!? 

Lawhawk 
Paragon City Police 

I’ve told before 
that you and your 
kind are not 
welcome here, 
Miss Powers. 

And I don’t give 
a crap what you 
say! 

There’s a hero at 
risk and you’re 
in the way of me 
helping her! 
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We warned you 
what we would do 
to you if you 
showed up in 
Kings Row again. 

Come on Mindy... 
Make the call... 
Hurry... 

So what 
happens next 
is your own 
fault! 

We’re the Blue 
Dog Squad, 
little miss 
StreetAngel 

And our 
word is law! 

Oh shit! 

You put your faith 
in streetangel to 
be bait. 

She’s a hero; 
she’ll be able to 
take care of 
herself until 
Furia can catch up 
to her. 

No!  You don’t 
get it! 

That’s what I’ve 
been trying to 
tell you! 

Karen Manning 
is not a 
trained hero! 

She’s a 
professional 
decoy agent! 

WHAT?!? 

“Still she 
persisted...” 
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Whoever that 
hero is, they 
know the 
risks. 

What happens 
to them Is 
their fault. 

You brought 
in an 
untrained 
civilian?!? 

She’s a decoy 
agent for law 
firms.  She’s had 
some defensive 
training. 

But I was 
supposed to get 
her out if things 
got bad. 

Furia, we just 
picked up a police 
message about 
something 
happening at 13 
Threadbare street. 

That may be where 
Streetangel is! 

Understood. 

I’m tied up for 
another 
minute...  

Call the knight. 

I’m giving you one 
final warning:  
back off and let me 
help her or I will 
go through you! 

You just threatened 
a police officer...  

Federal authority 
or not, I’ll take you 
down or die trying! 
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I didn’t 
do that! 

Who...? 

You have an 
officer down 
behind the 
Architect 
Entertainment 
Building in 
Kings Row. 

PCPD Dispatch to 
Furia Powers: 

We are monitoring 
the situation.  Do not 
touch the officer. 

We are activating 
his emergency 
medical teleport. 

Libertarian Avenger 
(????) 

This is Furia 
Powers to the 
Paragon City 
Police 
department...  
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Jason Knight 
(Drake Grey) 

Meanwhile at 13 Threadbare...  

Use the 
nets! 

This’ll 
slow you 
down! 

He’s not 
slowing 
down! 

*Akk!*  You 
can’t... do 
this.. to us! 

We’re... cops! 

We’re... 
protected! 

Not from me. 

One 
more... 
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Come on, we have 
to finish this. 

I ain’t 
touching 
her!  She 
bit me! 

I know she’s got 
fight in her, but 
we have to finish 
the job and drag 
her naked ass 
outside. 

You 
goddamned 
bastards... 

Teleport her 
to the base 
infirmary. 

Guardian Base, this 
is Jason Knight. 

I have an injured 
hero that needs 
medical attention. 
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Paragon City Police Headquarters - Kings Row 

What do you 
mean fourteen 
of my men are 
in jail?!? 

Who Put them 
there? 

Deputy Chief Thomas Wield 
Paragon City Police 

Of course I want 
them released! 

And have the jail 
teleport records 
deleted. 

There should be 
no record at all 
of their activity. 

Find me something... 
ANYTHING... To 
justify arresting 
Furia Powers! 

I want our C.S.I.* team 
going through Lawhawk’s 
rig down to the last rivet 
and thread! 

And as soon as you 
find McCade, get his 
sorry ass up here! 

Goddamn 
Guardians! 

(C.S.I. - Crime Scene Investigation) 

Time to 
end them. 

Send a message 
to Lord Geddy. 

Tell him that the 
Paragon Police 
will not wait 
for his 
permission. 

IT’s time I let the 
“heroes” of this 
city know despair! 

I’m calling in 
a favor from a 
friend I know 
in New York. 
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An hour later... 

Karen is 
sleeping. 

She’s got a 
few broken 
bones and 
some bruises 
but she’ll pull 
through. 

Her belt and wig 
had recording 
devices in them. 

William Key 
Loche & Key Law Firm 

Normally I’m 
sure your boss 
would be happy 
to have that 
evidence to 
bring down the 
Blue Dogs... 

But, as a lawyer, I 
know that it would 
be tossed out in 
court as 
inadmissible. 

Mindy’s not a 
registered hero. 

And Miss 
Manning’s hero 
credentials were 
based on 
fraudulent 
information. But it would 

hold up a lot 
more if we 
could say one 
of them was a 
Guardian. 

I might be able to 
get a civil rights 
lawsuit filed 
against the police 
Department. 

Hold that 
thought, Bill. 

Give me a couple 
of minutes. 

Mindy told me 
that she recruited 
Karen because she 
was the best at 
getting people to 
incriminate 
themselves. 
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Why have you 
been helping us 
all these years? 

No lies. 

No bullshit. 

This is your one 
and only chance 
to come clean. 

Why have you 
been helping 
the Guardians? 

Because it’s my job. 

Because I was 
assigned by Andrew 
Wentworth to watch 
over the group and 
to aid them in any 
way that I can. 

And I take my 
assignment 
seriously. 

Are you a 
facilitator? 

Yes. 

But this cannot 
become public 
knowledge! 
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You know that a 
facilitator tried 
to ruin us... expose 
our secrets and 
sell them to the 
highest bidder.* 

Yes. 

But that was his 
assignment. 

Mine is the 
opposite.  I’m here 
to help... And 
also protect you 
from people like 
my predecessor. 

Does Carlton 
Sage know 
that you’re a 
Facilitator? 

Is that why 
you’ve been 
keeping away? 

I don’t think he 
knows... 

But I do have a bad 
history with him. 

A history that I’ll 
make available only 
to you if it helps 
prove my intentions. 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” #17) 

And if Karen 
wants it... *huh...* 
she’ll be a 
Guardian in 
training. 

*huh... Huh...* 

Mindy... *huh...* 
Mindy is a 
guardian. 

Will that... 
*huh...* be 
enough? 

It’ll get the 
ball rolling. 
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Later that evening... 

Police HEadquarters 
You have a hell 
of a lot of 
nerve showing 
up here after 
what you pulled 
earlier. 

The same could be said of 
you, McCade. 

I’m not here to kick your 
ass.  I’m here to tell you 
that you’re finished. 

For what?  The word of 
some bimbo who can’t 
keep her clothes on? 

You’ve got no proof 
and you know it! 

I guess you haven’t 
checked the 
Internet yet. 

There’s an audio 
recording of you 
threatening to 
strip a hero 
naked... Just like 
what you and your 
Dogs tried to do 
earlier tonight. 

Your friends 
can’t delete that. 

There’s over a 
million hits 
already. 

Imagine what it 
will be like in 
the morning when 
the city wakes up. 

You think you won, 
Knight?  You haven’t!  
I’m a cop!  The cop 
always wins in 
this city! 

Except you 
won’t be a 
cop for 
very long. 

Not after part two 
of that recording 
is released and 
links your voice 
to the actual 
assault. 

McCade!  Wield 
needs to see 
you again...  

Right now! 
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Next: 

NWNC Again? 

Wentworth Estate - 2013 

Is there 
anything 
else I need 
to know, 
Sir? 

Yes... 

Never 
underestimate 
the Guardians. 

Especially 
Jason Knight. 

Andrew Wentworth 
CEO Wentworth’s Fine Consignment 

You may be forced to 
reveal yourself as a 
facilitator to them. 

And that’s fine as long 
as only a few of them 
know.  You know what 
your training tells you 
about that situation. 

That could undermine 
any trust you would 
build up with them. 

I would suggest for 
obvious reasons that 
you should refrain 
from mentioning  
that Simon was your 
recruiter. 

You’ll be given a 
special Guardian 
Id Card that will 
have the same 
mystical glyph as 
theirs. 

You won’t be 
affected by their 
new mystical 
cloud system like 
the other support 
personnel. 

And I have one 
more task for 
you to fulfill. 

Simon was a 
good friend, to 
myself and to 
Lord Geddy. 

He was murdered 
by someone in 
the Bilderburg 
Alliance. 

I have my 
suspicions on 
who, but that is 
not enough. 

Yes sir. 

While you are 
with the 
Guardians, you 
are to use their 
resources to 
find out for 
certain who 
killed Simon. 

And then you 
will kill that 
person for us. 
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HERO-SHAMING:  

THE SILENT CAPE-KILLER 
Paragon City, RI (PCN) - Sally Visser remembers the last day she was a registered hero. 

“I started it like any other day,” she said.  “I put on my outfit, my boots, my cape, my mask, and then 
I made my way to the rail station.” 

But Sally wishes she could forget what happened at the end of the day. 

“They found me tied to a bus bench, what was left of my outfit in a pile by my feet.  But they kept 
my mask on.” 

Sally’s career as the registered hero Viva-La ended that night. 

“There is no way that I can ever go back out there,” she said.  “Not in outfit.  Not as a hero.  I can’t 
even wear sunglasses anymore because it reminds me of wearing my mask.” 

Sally’s story is just one of many that heroes face in Paragon City and in other major cities across the 
country.  It is a brutal humiliating crime dubbed “hero-shaming” that often leads to the sudden 
retirement of that hero. 

“Hero-shaming is the ultimate humiliation and destruction of a hero,” said Caitlin Murray-Davies of 
the Federal Bureau for Super-powered Affairs.  “We often think that exposing a hero’s secret identity 
to the world is the worst that could happen to them.  But what happens here is the exact opposite and 
far worse for them.” 

Hero-shaming involves stripping a hero of their outfit but leaving certain identifying parts of that 
outfit, such as a mask or a cape, intact.  The victim is then tied down or otherwise displayed 
somewhere in public and then left there for the world to see. 

“We identify a hero through their outfits,” said Murray-Davies.  “So to see that hero suddenly naked 
but still identifiable as a hero is a shock.  They’re literally stripped of their ‘protection’, but who they 
are as heroes are left intact.” 

In the case of Viva-La, Sally said that the sudden realization that she was exposed to the world with 
just her mask on was only the first step of humiliation. 

“At first I thought it was just something that could happen to those of us in the hero business.  You 
know, we’ve all heard about the occasional costume malfunction where the armor would fall apart or 
their tights would tear or their mask would be accidentally torn off.  But this was so much worse.” 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Sally says that incident happened while she was responding to a radio mission.  The alleged 
perpetrators were a trio of seasoned heroes that considered Viva-La “fake”. 

“They said that I was not a real hero.  That I wasn’t worthy of being in ‘their’ city.” 

“Most hero-shaming is done by female heroes against other female heroes,” said Murray-Davies, 
“but men have also been known to be both perpetrators and victims.” 

Sally said that she was found by a Paragon City police officer around 6am in her state of undress.  
She was taken to the nearby hospital and examined.  After giving her statement to the police, she 
went home to sleep. 

“When I woke up,” she said, “another hero was calling me, telling me that naked pictures of me 
were posted on the Internet.  That was it for me.  People could see my tattoo, the appendix scar, 
all the things that could identify me as both myself and as a hero.” 

The unauthorized and illegal posting of the hero’s naked pictures on the Internet is considered the 
final stage of humiliation, explains Murray-Davies. 

“Once a hero’s pictures are uploaded to the Internet, they can’t be taken down.  Some server 
somewhere will always have them available.  Once that happens, there are groups in the Dark Net 
that make it their business to link those images to the hero’s real name and address.  So even 
though they may have their masks on when they are assaulted, it’s virtually stripped from them 
later, and done so in a way that ends their career forever.” 

After the incident, Sally moved away from Paragon City and lives on Cape Cod.  No disciplinary 
action was taken against the trio of heroes involved with the incident, and there was no reply to 
our inquiries to the City Representative’s office. 

Sally says she sometimes misses the rush of being a hero and of doing good, but she says the 
humiliation and the shame of what happened to her was just too much. 

“Sometimes I catch myself creating a new costume or toying with a new hero name,” she said.  
“But then I remember what happened, and I know I can never go there again.” 

The staff of the Cape Cod Chronicle contributed to this article. 

Continued from previous page... 

The conflict between cops and 
capes escalate as the corrupt 
police officers begin to take 
the fall for their actions.   

Will they be able to get away 
with their crimes?  Or will 
this be the end of the New 
blue Dog Squad?  Find 
out! 
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