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From another time and from another world, Galatea Future arrived in the world of the Champions to
do the one thing she tried so desperately to avoid before... to live.

It's not easy, though, when you’re over a thousand years old and suddenly you’re given a new life in
more ways than one. Life is literally starting over again for her, and yet she is still doing what she
does best: serving humanity as...

FUTURE’S
GUARDIAN

"MALIZIA'S WRATH "~

- | CHAMPIONS ONLINE STORY BY DAVID 2

ONCE UPON A TIME, £LANDACLE SINCLAIR WAS A SULLESSFUL AND AMBITIOUS
ATTORNEY.

THEN SHE SUDDENLY PEVELOPED TELEPATHIC POWERS.

SEEKING TO SUPPRESS THIS NEW ABILITY, SHE CREATED A SPHIT PERSONALITY
CALLED "PSYCHE", BASED OFF THE MEMORIES A HERO FROM HER BEST FRIEND'S
PREVIOUS UNIVERSE.

THEN THAT PERSONAKITY 5PLIT AGAIN, THIS TIME BECOMING PSYCHE'S EVIE TWIN,
"MAKHZIA". MALIZIA THEN TOOK CONTROL AND |5 NOW OUT AND ABOUT ON THE
S5TREETS OF MILLENNIUM ZITY, SEEKING TO "MOTHER" THE CITY INTO ORDER.

UNABLE TO 5TOP MALIZIA, GALATEA FUTURE TURNED TO AGENT WEDNESDAY OF
THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION TO HELP FINP OUT HOW THIS S5PHIT
PERSONALITY CAME TO BE AND HOW 5SHE CAN BRING HER BEST FRIEND BACK,

MEANWHILE, MARJOR £ROS55 AND THE REST OF THE PROJELT MYCROFT TEAM
ARE BUSY FINDING OUT HOW CLANDALE AND MANY OTHER PEOPLE IN THE ZITY
SUPDENLY BECAME TELEPATHS.

Future’s Guardian #12is created using original characters in @@mpions OnlineMultiplayer Online Roleplaying Game. Copyright © 200¢ 'E‘ fM/fMMﬂB@N\R
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rights are reserved by Cryptic Studios and Perfect Worldriamiment, Inc. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptidios, Inc. Perfect World c;{ip\ﬁ(;
Entertainment is a trademark of Perfect World Entertainnenit All other trademarks are property of their respeatiwners. Battlerock i PERFECT
Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions and maketaim on the intellectual property owned by either Crypticliéts or Perfect S ——
World Entertainment. WORLD
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AM I AWAKE
OR ASLEEP?

I DON'T KNOW
WHERE I AM...

WHAT
HAPPENED
TO ME?

WHO ARE YOU?
AND WHERE AM I?

JUST LEAVE
EVERYTHING
TO ME, CHILD.

PSYCHE? you
WERE SAYING
SOMETHING?

# MALIZIA
PSIONIC TYRANT




NOTHING FOR YOU ‘J"-'

TO BE CONCERNED
IF YOU SAY
ABOLIT. \ ~ ! S0, PSYCHE.

|
£ MARKMAN GOLD
AGENT TO THE SUPER-LEGENDS

OF COLIRSE I DO...
YPSYCHE” IS ALWAYS RIGHT,

BESIDES, YOU HAVE THE MOST
IMPORT ANT ANNOLINCEMENT IN
L YOUR LIFE TO WORRY ABOUT.

I HEARD THINGS WERE A
LITTLE *HOT” FOR YOU
OuT WEST.,

i
{

“VELL IT'S M 5
7 S S

B MAJOR XAVI 0SS
W CHECK IN.” PROJECT ﬁ%e'éff =

- - -
_— e es=sasa
=g

F
NOTHIN06 I'M NOT B I’'LL DEBRIEF YOU ON THAT LATER.

USEDTO. . | RIGHT NOW I THINK I CAN BE OF
BUT YO WOLILD BE MORE HELP WITH YOLIR CLIRRENT
SLIRPRISED WHAT YOUI DILEMMA WITH THE RASH OF NEW

CAN GET USED TO., ‘ TELEPATHS.,

AIN'T THAT

THE TRUITH.
ALWAYS COULD USE SOME

FRESH EYES ON THIS CASE.

IVE LINKED YOUR TERMINAL
IN WITH OLR PROJECT’S
SERVER, SO YOU SHOULD

% IN OMEGA
CO%OM!}IC%A%EL& SEE WHAT WE HAVE SO FAR.




RIGHT ... OPENING THE
CASE PACKAGE NOW...

HMM.. A HLUINDRED AND FORTY-
THREE PEOPLE IN THE CITY
SUDDENLY DEVELOPING
TELEPATHIC OR TELEKINETIC
POWERS OF VARYING DEGREES.,

WAIT..THERE'S A FILE WITH
CANDACE SINCLAIR'S NAME ON
IT. IS SHE INVOLVED?

I HAVE STARLETT
OUT LOOKING
FOR EITHER OF
THEM RIGHT NOW.

RIGHT NOW WE NEED TO FOCUS
ON HOW ALL OF THESE PEOPLE
GOT TELEPATHIC POWERS.

ACCORDING TO OUR
RESEARCH, THESE ARE PEOPLE
THAT NEVER POSSESSED ANY
KIND OF PSI-POTENTIAL,
NEVER MIND ACTUAL ABILITY.

WE BELIEVE SHE WAS
ONE OF THE FIRST
PEOPLE AFFECTED:.

SHE'S OPERATING
EITHER AS “PSYCHE”
OR AS *MALIZIA”.

DOES GALATEA
KNOW ABOLT
THIS?

I WAS THE ONE
THAT HAD TO
BREAK THE NEWS
TO HER."

" ISSLIE #10)

I CHECKED WITH THE OTHER
DEPARTMENTS IN U.N.T.I.L.*
AND THEY RULED OUT THOSE
TWO POSSIBLE CALISES.

WEVE ALSO RLLED OUT
AIRBORNE AND WATER
CONTAMINATION.

C UN.T.I.L, = UINITED NATIONS
TRIBLUNAL ON INTERNATIONAL
LAW, THE SLIPREME AUTHORITY
FOR SUPERHUMAN MATTERS IN
THE WORLD OF THE CHAMPIONS.D

AS LONG AS
YOLI'RE PAST THE
WORST OF IT.

WE'RE TRYING TO FIN
A COMMON ELEMENT
BETWEEN ALL OF THE
PEOPLE, BUT SO FAR
WEVE BEEN COMING
UpP EMPTY.




REALLY? HMM...

ALL ADULTS WITH A
WIDE AGE RANGE.

VARYING
PROFESSIONS...

OUT WITH
IT, MAN/

WHAT DID
YOU FIND?

SONOFA...

IT WAS IN
FRONT OF US
ALL THIS TIME.

THERE IS ONE
COMMON ELEMENT
AMONG THEM ALL.

I'M SURPRISED
YOou DIDN'T SPOT
IT ALREADY.

STUDENTS, BARTENDERS,
ACTORS, LAWYERS,
PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS,
EVEN MERCENARIES...

THEY ALL ENGAGE
IN ACTIVITIES
THAT DEMAND THEY
SPEND LONG
HOLIRS AWAKE.

YOUVE RULED OUT WATER
CONTAMINATION, BUT
WHAT ABOUT COFFEE?

OR MAYBE STIMULANTS?

THERE'S A FILE
MARKED “PHILLY
BUSTER" THAT SAYS
SHE WAS IN U.N.T.I.L,
CUSTODY BEFORE SHE
WAS KILLED.*

C ISSUES 9-11D

I NEED AN AGENT OVER TO EMILY
STREETER'S APARTMENT, ASAP/

INVENTORY EVERYTHING/

AND I WANT THE LIST OF HER
BELONGINGS FROM HER ARREST
BROUGHT UP HERE RIGHT NOW/

RONIN OMEGA IS
ON TO SOMETHING
THAT COULD BREAK
THIS WHOLE THING
WIDE OPEN/




SOMEWHERE IN MILLENNIUM CITY ...

TELEPORTATION [ %8 ¥ I ALMOST DID NOT
, ¥ WANT TO COME BACK,
SR e/ | PROPHET.

ESPECIALLY AFTER I
FOLIND OUT WHO IT
WAS THAT ATT ACKED

AGENT SIDESTEP.

* AGENT SIDESTEP
MULTIVERSE OPERATIVE [

-~ WA \

IT WAS A MISTAKE g - } 8UT T AM NOT

EXPLOPE FEELINGS | » HLIMAN.

WITH THE NATIVE - 3 NOT IN THE WAY
| INHABITANTS. , THEY DEFINE IT

WHAT WAS 1
EVEN THINKING?

SAyY, YOU ARE
ONLY HUMAN.

DISAGREE.

.
Y
\_ RN SO




I AM NOT IN THE
MOOD TO DERATE

YOuU ON THE SLIBJECT. INSTALLATION OF

THE COMPONENTS.

PREROGATIVE. : AND THE DIMENSIONAL
HARMONICS WILL MASK
OUR PORT ALS FROM

- R— NATIVE DETECTION?
I MUST COMPLIMENT _

YOou ON THE

COMPLETION OF OLIR

BASE OF OPERATIONS.

THAT IS GO0D.

THE LAST THING WE NEED IS TO
HAVE MAJOR CROSS OR EVEN
U.N.T.I.L."S PROJECT CITADEL
TRACE OLIR PORT ALS HERE."

AUTHORITY DISCOVERING
OUR OPERATIONS.

o B ¢ PROJECT CITADEL IS U.N.T.I.L/S
== W DEPART MENT THAT INVESTIGATES
S e | OTHER DIMENSIONS. HIGHLY
XENOPHORIC.D

GOO0D,

BOTH OF US MUST
FOcCLIS ON OUR

| PRIMARY ASSIGNMENT., SPEAKING OF...

WHERE IS GALATEA |
| FUTURE RIGHT NOW?

QUANTUM SIGNATURE.




THE PENTHOLISE OF ATHENA ROSE
FAIRMORE CAK.A, GALATEA FUTLRED
HELLOOO?

*RING-RING * e
~ MRS, CARLISLE.,

*HOLD ON...IT'S
MY PLUBLISHER.”

 \'¥

SEEN OR HEARD : -
- OH, A LEGAL
FROM CANDACE I
LATELY. WHY? __ MATTER...
NO, I

LINDERST AND.

OH, OF COURSE, IF I HAPPEN
TO SEE HER I'LL BE SLIRE TO
HAVE HER CALL YOU A.S.A.P./

OH, AND HOW GO THE TALKS
WITH INCARNATE?

OH...THAT'S WHY YOU NEED
TO SPEAK WITH HER. OKAY.
NOT A PROR.

ALRIGHT...IF I SEE HER I'LL
EI;,ME/E HER CALL YOU, 'KAY?

I MEAN, EVEN FROM A PASSIVE
- Eppnrihey
IS Amezie, e YOLI WENT FROM YOLIRSELF TO
WORK LIKE THAT. R ATHENA F ATRMORE.

YOUR DIALOGUE, YOUR
MANNERISMS. ..

EVEN YOUR VOICE WENT
UP A SLIGHT OCT AVE.,

IF I DIDN'T KNOW WHO
YOuU WERE, I NEVER WOLILD
HAVE THOUGHT THE TWO
OF YOU WERE THE SAME
PERSON.,

Qo

AGENT WEDNESDAY
FBI TELEPATH




 THAT'S THE TRICK OF FORGIVE ME FOR
HAVING A SECRET [ PRYING, BUT HOW
IDENTLTY. || DOES THAT DIFFER
YOU ALMOST HAVE FROM CANDACE'S

TO BECOME ANOTHER | So5L, PERSONALIT

PERSON. N'T YOU WORRIE
I HAD ONE BEFORE, eyl sEe

BUT IT SEEMED LIKE
A LONE TIME AGO.* MLkt LOSE CONTROL |

¢ WAY BACK WHEN SHE WAS
GALATEA POWERS IN
*GUARDIANS OF THE DAWN
SPOTLIGHT” #1, AVAILABLE AT
BATTLEROCK COMICSO

Lo oey T v S oo ares scione e 1
WONDERED ABOUT THAT ' SHARE MY LOVE OF WRITING
MYSELF HERE AND THERE. e

_ WITH OTHERS.
BUT FOR ME, T e e 2| | AND ALSO TO GET OUT AND

g s o
BEING ATHENA FAIRMORE g -

GIVES ME A CHANCE TO BE STRANGE REQUESTS.,
WHO I AM WHEN I'M NOT T

BEING GALATEA FLITURE.

AND I SHOLLD MENTION
THAT I CHOOSE THIS
IDENTITY. IT DIDN'T
JUST MANIFEST FROM
MY SUBCONSCIOUS LIKE
IT DID WITH CANDACE.

WE DON'T KNOW

FOR CERT AIN y YOU PROMISED ME
THAT CANDACE : YOUu wOoULD GIVE
WAS LINAWARE OF HER A FAIR SHAKE,
EITHER “PSYCHE" AND I'A GOING TO
OR “MALIZIA", HOLD YOU TO TH--

- ] ) -
AND WE WON'T S~ | PRIORITY
KNOW LINTIL I HAVE - COMMUNICATION
A CHANCE TO SCAN —
HER MY SELF.

( HoLo on
TO THAT i & THIS IS

GALATEA
THOUGHT... — 2 , e

RESPONDING
TO PAGE.

GALATEA, THIS IS
ulNITIIILI GOMROL'

WE JUST GOT A 1%

| COMMUNICATION FROM
SOMEONE WHO SAYS HE
DESPERATELY NEEDS TO
SPEAK WITH YOU.

AND WE HAVE A HARD TIME
BELIEVING WHO IT IS.




HEADQUARTERS OF “THE MIND, INC.”

;sf‘.—i \as‘%i’ e o
"WHOEVER YOU ARE, YOU
ARE EITHER EXTREMELY
BRAVE OR INCREDIBLY

d FOOLISH TO SHOW UP
& LINANNOLINCED.”

%

YOLR VOICE...

S0..YOU ARE THE
s RECLUSIVE MISTER VAN
OR SHOULD I CLEEF.

ADDRESS YOU
AS MEDLISA? WHAT BRINGS YOU OUT

OF THE SHADOWS?

Lo SRS e . &
CLIRIOUS... I CANNOT

2 T oue ¢ g T

I THINK OLIR LITTLE .

PSI-RABBIT HAS SINCERE,

FALLEN TOO FAR DOWN VERY WELL. LET’S

THE RABRIT HOLE. - ADJOLIRN TO MY
; OFFICE TO...TALK.




STIMULANTS, RIGHT?

I TAKE IT THESE WERE NOT
APPROVED BY THE FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION,

GO0Pp GUESS. NO,
SOMEHOW THEY MANAGED
TO SKIRT AROLIND THE
REGULATORS.

HOLD ON...FIELD AGENTS
SAY THEY JUST FOUND TEN
MORE BOXES IN THE
APART MENT SHE RENTED.

TURLOUGH/ GET IN
TOLICH WITH LIEUTENANT
FLOYD WITH PROJECT
MIND GAME. HAVE HIM
ASK THE PATIENTS
THERE IF ANY OF THEM
ARE TAKING WAKE-EZ/

RIGHT, BECALISE WE HAVE A
CRACK TEAM OF SCIENTISTS
THAT CAN GET US THAT
INFORMATION AT A
MOMENT’S NOTICE.

THE INVENTORY
LIST OF EMILY
STREETER'S
PERSONAL ITEMS
INCLLIDED A BOX
OF WAKE-EZ"
PILLS.

WHICH U.N.T.I.L.
DEPART MENT IS
HANDLING THE OTHER
SUDDEN TELEPATHS?

THAT WOLILD 2E
PROJECT MIND GAME.

COME TO THINK OF IT, I
SEEM TO RECALL THAT
WILLIE SOVAIN WAS A
PITCHMAN FOR WAKE-EZ,

SARCASM DOESN'T
SUIT YOU, MAJOR,

WHAT DOES YOUR
DATABASE TELL
YOU AOUT THE
DRLIG AND WHO
MAKES IT?




CHECKING IT NOW... o = e B ol £;2MO %E%ger 2‘? Flz\Aé PIEI\!(IGLE
‘é’;"ifc%%iﬁf %TARIQ D ffgr _ : SERVICE, THE SECURITIES AND
S QUENy CoLLED el | B EXCHANGE COMMISSION, THE

IT LOOKS LIKE A SHE , _ ELIROPEAN LINION...
come A”’ 7 Tﬁo"’é"" ’l\"g # EVERYONE EXCEPT THE F.D.A.
LISTING AS TO WHO

MANUF ACTURES THE DRUG

OR WHERE IT'S MADE.

DOCTOR ALISON
ggc%@%%—lsf ’ - WONDERLAND... SHE'S
F.D.A. COULD WITH A GROLIP CALLED

L4
ORDER STORES TO “THE MIND, INC.
PLILL THE PRODUICT SHE SEEMED A BIT
AT A MOMENT'S TOO EAGER TO HELP IN
NOTICE. THE CASE.

STRANGE... I W I SUSPECT SHE'S

DON'T SEE HER \ _
NAME IN THERE... y A TELEPATH,

WHY DO YOU SAY THAT?

AND WHAT IS “THE = LET ME GUESS: YOU
MIND, INC*? HAVE PSIONIC

JAMMING DEVICES

SHE APPROACHED ME JUST _ INSIDE THE BUILDING?
OUTSIPDE OF H@Q A FEW
MINUTES BEFORE YOU CALLED.”

THE GROUP SHE WORKS WITH IS
A TELEPATH SLIPPORT GROLIP,

" LAST ISSUED

THEN I'MA GUESSING
THAT WONDERLAND
IS YOUR “B-THREE"”

' WAS 7O EEE FOB
OF COLIRSE.
HERSELF HOW MLICH
‘gﬂécﬂ Afss WHY YOU KNEW.
WAITING FOR AND IT MAKES SENSE

E H up. WHEN YOU THINK
ME TO SHOW N aouT Ir.

¢ "BIG6 BAD BOSS">

14




YHET DIMN"? THE v SHET DIMN® IS AN
COMPANY THAT ANAGRAM OF
4 \ I’
DISTRIBUTES 'THE MIND*/
| WAKE-EZ? -

IT WAS OUT THERE IN PLAIN SIGHT.

I'M WELL AWARE OF WHAT WE

NEED, RONIN. - I NEED ELITE ICE
AND IT'S HIGH TIME THAT _ PAGED AND READY
PROJECT MYCROFT PAYS = :

THE GOOD DOCTOR A VISIT.

IF WE'RE LLICKY, WE CAN
EVEN GET HER TO DO ALL THE
HARD WORK FOR US.,

rFY

WHICH IS WHY SHE'S
e s

WONDERLAND ALONE.
OF LINKNOWN LEVELS? |

WE HAPPEN TO HAVE

SOMEONE THAT WILL
LET US FIGHT FIRE
WITH FIRE,




yoOu HAVE GOT
TO BE KIDDING
ME/

NA-NA-NA-NA-
NA-NA-NA-NA-
WHOEVER YOU ARE,
YOU BETTER START
TALKING REALLY
FAST,

WHAT ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT? I HAVE THE
COSTUME, I HAVE THE
SONG, AND I'M EVEN
DANCING THE FOXBATUSI/

OKAY, YOU GOT ME., I'M JUST
AN ACTOR THAT WAS HIRED
FOR THE FOXBATCON",

THE REAL FOXBAT SAID I HAD
TO STAND HERE AND DANCE
TO GET YOLIR ATTENTION AND
THEN DELIVER A MESSAGE.

-
ﬁ‘ FOXBAT(PD
| GREATEST SUPERVILLAIN EVER/

IVE MET THE REAL FOXBAT.
TWICE, IN FACT.

HE DOESN'T DANCE IN THE
MIDDLE OF THE STREET
LIKE YOU SEEM TO HAVE
BEEN FOR A WHILE.

BECALISE HE TOLD ME THAT
THE PING-PONG BALLS ON
MY BELT ARE MADE OF
NITROGLYCERIN, AND IF I
STAND STILL EVEN FOR
SECOND THEY WILL EXPLODE.

C WHAT? YOU DON'T KNOW ABOUT
THE FOXBATCON? FOR SHAME/

HEAD ON OVER TO BATTLEROCK
COMICS FOR GALATEA’S RED
CARPET INTERVIEW.D




NITROGLYCERINE... RIGHT,

TELL YOU WHAT: HOW
ABOUT YOU TELL ME THE
MESSAGE SO I CAN
DEACTIVATE THE BELT AND
THEN YOU CAN SIT DOWN
FOR A WHILE?

HOW ABOLUT IT, FOX?

YOU WANT TO SEE HOW
WELL I CAN LUISE MY
HYPER-SENSES TO
FIND THE REAL YOU?

NP

? I WAS ON My WAY TO
FILE A GRIEVANCE WITH
THE GUILD OF
CRIMINAL INTENTIONS, |
ONLY TO FIND THAT MY
CLAIM WAS RENDERED
MOOT .

AND WHY SHOULD
THAT CONCERN ME?

OR BETTER YET ...

I PRESUME THAT FOXBAT IS
NEARBY SOMEWHERE,
GIVING YOU INSTRUCTIONS
THROUGH THE EARPIECE
LINDER YOUR MASK,

HOW AROUT HE TELL ME
DIRECTLY?

ey =

mi o

2 e £ - 8
A T I'M SORRY, I DIDN'T i
KNOW THAT --

30| i&\' |

Al

3

RN

*OH BE QUIIET
O SHE CAN
HEAR ME/*

Y

’?\ *APOLOGIES FOR
US MEETING LIKE
THIS, GALATEA.”

&
ap

YBECALISE THE DIRTY-
ROTTEN THIEF IN QUESTION

IS MALIZIA, AND WORD ON
THE STREET IS THAT You
AND YOUR LITTLE U.N.
SCOUT TROOP HAVE BEEN
BLSY LOOKING FOR HER.”

]
-4 ok = W

Y

’?\ It JUST HAPPEN
TO KNOW WHAT
HER PLAN I1S.”

%

%
"
%
A
.




’?\ “MALIZIA IS PLANNING - 1 ; AND HOW po you
ON TAKING OVER THE WCOC ¥ HAPPEN TO KNOW
BUILDING. . g _ ALL THIS?

KNOWING THAT SHE'S A
TELEPATH, YOU CAN
IMAGINE WHAT SHE CAN
DO WITH A FEW MILLION
SEMI-ATTENTIVE VIEWERS.”

S

m

¥ ok
WELL IT JUST HAPPENED sror R
TO BE ONE OF THE THINGS . . | ——

“|ON MY OWN ‘TO-DO’ LIST 22 »
FOR THE WEEK.” | “BUT ALSO BECALISE

SOME OF MY LOY AL FANS
THAT I BELIEVED WERE
CONVERTED BY MALIZIA
SLUDDENLY CAME TO THEIR
SENSES. AND CLUED ME IN
TO HER INTENTIONS.”

Q[0

’Y\ “BUT, THEY SAID, SHE
HAD TO TAKE A STOP
FIRST TO SOME
ADVISORY BUILDING.”

SORRY ... "HUFF* =)

BUT MY FEET o THAT’'S OKAY.

ARE REALLY FOXBAT TOLD ME ALL
EESTRT ING TO > et I NEEDED TO HEAR.

AS FOR YOU...THERE'S A
POLICE STATION JUST
DOWN THE HILL, GO
DOWN THERE AND TURN
YOURSELF IN AND TELL
THEM EVERYTHING.

STUPID LITTLE... ‘ N T REALLY HPE
rarerieLior RN Y OLIRE NOT
JOBFOR SAULS | DOING WHAT I
THINK YOLI'RE
d DOING.




MEANWHILE... NOT FAR FROM THE
OFFICES OF “THE MIND, INC”...

B THERE TS NO WAY

THAT THE F.D.A., COULD
JUST ISSLIE A RECALL
OF WAKE-EZ/

NO/ I AM TELLING

NO, NO, THAT'S
JUST NOT
POSSIBLE!

\ oGt

I I SPENT SIX WEEKS IN
WASHINGTON AND

 LANSING EITHER
BLIYING, SEDUCING,
OR CONDITIONING
EVERY REGUILATOR

YOU THAT THEY
CANNOT DO THAT/

@ DR, ALTSON WONDERLAND

THE MIND, INC.

AR NORPE < NO..NO...YOU LISTEN TO
i L )
LL , YOU FIND OUT WHO ISSLIED
THAT ANYONE IN THAT . Ny i THAT ORDER, AND THEN YOU
BUREALICRATIC ‘ CALL ME BACK SO I CAN

CESSPOOL cOULD i b THEN PERSONALLY MIND-

SLDDENLY DEVELOP THE | S
OVARIES TO ISSLE AN : - WIre JEM TO THE LEVEL OF

EMERGENCY RECALL OF
THE PRODLICT OFF
\ STORE SHELVES/

O L .
WONDERLAND... -y PSRN 'L GET BACK

WITH YOU LATER.
YOU SHOULD

: BRI | ULIST DO WHAT I
e ow. B || TOLoYOUTO DO.




I’ AGENT
WEDNESDAY WITH THE
F.B.I., AND THIS IS
AGENT DEL GELO WITH
U.N.T.I.L.

WE NEED TO TALK WITH
YOuU ABOUT YOUR
WORK WITH "WAKE-EZ”.

e -

S

s -
TR )
T
8 IT WAS A PRIVATE
CONVERSATION;

8 ONE THAT I'M

| NOT PRIVY TO
SHARE WITH YOU
WITHOUT A
WARRANT

AND WE HAVE HEARD
ENOUGH RIGHT NOW TO
AT LEAST BRING YOU
IN FOR QUESTIONING
ON BRIBERY AND
RACKETEERING.

YOU WANT TO CALL
YOUR LAWYER TO MEET
Us AT UN.T.I.L. H@?

| READY TO
END THIS TEA

WE PROBABLY SHOULD
ALSO ASK ABOUT THAT

3 CONVERSATION THAT WE
COULDN'T HELP BUT
OVERHE AR,

CYNTHIA REGINA DEL GELO
AKA: ELITE ICE

FUNNY , BECAUSE
THE SUPREME
COURT SAYS THAT
IF IT'S LOUD
ENOLGH FOR US
TO HEAR, THEN WE
DON'T NEED A
WARRANT .,

YOU THINK I DON'T KNOW
;//Vgﬁ'l;s HAPPENING, DON'T

I CAN FEEL YOUR PASSIVE
SCANS JUST LIKE YOU CAN
FEEL MINE.

I CAN'T READ YOLIR
ASSOCIATE, BUT I KNOW
FROM YOU THAT YOLI'RE
ALREADY CONVINCED YOU
HAVE ME DEAD TO RIGHTS.




BACK AT WCOC STLIDIOS...

..WELL THEN I

ngég gl,}lltbrs °7 _ Fy YEAH... WELL SHE

v 4 KNEW I WAS MAKING
,EIC\DI%AT’;'H;AT m - : IT UP... SHE KNOWS I
’ : WOLILD NEVER LOSE
. THE ‘STACHE. IT'S
JUST WHO I AM.

BUT THEN SHE GOT
THAT FUNNY LOOK ...

...YOU KNOW, THAT
LOOK LIKE SHE'S
GOT A THOUGHT

MY NAME IS
MARKMAN GOLD...
AND MY ASSOCIATE
WOLUILD LIKE YOUR

ATTENTION. MISTER GOLD
HAS A VERY
IMPORT ANT
ANNOUNCEMENT
TO MAKE...

... AND YOU ALL HAVE
BEEN RECRUITED TO
HELP MAKE SURE
EVERYONE KNOWS
ABOUT IT/




N o o
4

T gt |

OVER HERE,
poc/

A FRIEND.
OLIR MUTUAL

A...FRIEND?

BENEFACTOR SENT YOU'LL FORGIVE

ME IF I DON'T p——

TRUST SOMEONE I

ﬁAN’T SCANRIGHT [ |
ow. | &

ME TO HELP YOU.

LISTEN, IT'S NO SKIN OFF
MY TEETH IF YOU GET
CAPTURED BY THE FEDS.

'\ GETTING PAID TO HELP
GET YOU OUT, 8UT IF YOU
DON'T WANT MY HELP, FINE. )
JUST KEEP RUNNING. - | OKAY/
— OKAY ... FINE.

JUST GET ME

BUT I HAPPEN TO KNOW OUT OF HERE/

ONE OF THE TWO
CHASING YOU, AND I
KNOW THAT YOUWRE
BETTER OFF WITH ME
THAN WITH HER AND HER
FRIENDS.,




SMART MOVE.

NOW...GET TO THE
OTHER END OF THE
ALLEYWAY AND KEEP
AND EYE OUT FOR THE
TRANSPORT.

I'LL KEEP AN EYE ON
THIS END IN CASE THE
FEDS CATCH UP.

I HOPE THE TRANSPORT

ARRIVES SOON.
IN MY LINE OF

I HATE NOT KNOWING WORK, HAVING A
WHAT'S HAPPENING. PgIONIC JA’\/,VIMER

SRR IT'S JUST TOO.. T& A NECESSITY.
|—@C | PEDESTRIAN. : BUT DON'T WORRY ...

YOUR TROUBLES
WILL BE OVER




HOLD UpP?

YOU CHEW ME OLIT
FOR USING A HALF-
SECOND CHANGE
SPELL AND NOW YOuU
WANT US TO STOP?

¥ 70 WORK ON
b YouR comm—-

» I WAS SENSING A
¥ JAMMING DEVICE A
§ SECOND AGO...

THAT'S FROM A
WIND ARROW

= : i "1 i yi * RE T )7 : f
E———— ’ ] o : w
THAT DOESN'T : y
LOOK LIKE A : é; EO you -
woLNG. - § IT'S NOT... DID THIS? o




INTERLLIDE...
THE AMERICAN SOLITHWEST ...

NEAR A BASE THAT SHOULD NOT
EXIST..OR STILL BE ACTIVE...

* ?ﬁ*

END OF INTERLUDE.




\l you' n/ NOT SUPER T YOU'
uny” vYou PUT ON ¢
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We didn't make the oil...
But we did get it from the ground.

And then bring it to America.

And then refine it into the cleanest, most fuel-efficient form of gasoline on the
market ever.

And then make that gasoline available for you when you need it at any one of our
24-hour service stations all across the country.

We didn’t have to do all of that.
But we did it anyway.
Because we care.

Because that's what a good corporate business in America does.

GENT O

AKING THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE... FOR EVERYONE!

Argent iz a fictional business in the MMO world of Champions Online. Any comparisons bo filthy, greedy, money-grubbing, polluting, real-world private corporations that get
tax breaks from corrupt politicians in Washington while screwing over the taxpayers and denying the consaquances of their actions are just coincidental, It's fiction, okay?




Can You Read My Mind?

Are you able to know what other people do before they actually do it?
Do you think yov're hearing voices but nobody irs talking?

Do you think certain things and then othets just avtomatically do it?
Can you make things move by just thinking about it?

You may not be going crazy!

You may actually be a telepath!

Every year, hundreds of people discover that they possess psionic ahilities. But, all too often, they are dismissed as
having a mental illness or accused of being con artists.

Or worse, many have been institutionalized and drugged against their will. Slaves of ignorance and hysteria.

We are here to help those with psionic talents, We will properly test to determine your psionic potential and then
provide proven ways to positively utilize your talent,

Stop by our offices in Millennium City for your FREE evaluation and consultation!

The Mind, Incorporated TheMind.Millennium.City
We Mind, Because It Matters 313-555-MIND

i
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I AMTHE CEO OF THE
| GOLD STANDARD AGENCY.

AND I AM PROUD TO
ANNOUNCE THAT THE GOLD
STANDARD AGENCY HAS

SECLIRED A LIFETIME
CONTRACT WITH THE
HEROINE STANDING
BESIDE ME.

FOR THOSE THAT DO NOT
RECOGNIZE HER...

THIS IS, IN FACT,
PSYCHE.

THE VERY HERO THAT YOU
HAVE HEARD AROLT IN
THE NEWS RECENTLY .

NOT JUST THE SLIBJECT OF
FICTION..PSYCHE IS A
VERY REAL HERO.

AND WE ARE HONORED...
TRLILY AND DEEPLY
HONORED...TO HAVE HER
JOIN OLIR FAMILY,




DIDN'T I’u_ EXPLAIN

THINK THERE LATER'
WOLUILD gE

5% ~
NS/

¢/ STARLETT

STREET VIGILANTE l

TELL ME AGAIN WHY YOLU

BROLIGHT ME ALONG. F . NOT AFTER WHAT
' FOXBAT TOLD ME

AND DOESN'T IT SEEM g . ABOUT SOME OF HIS
STRANGE THAT THE L P ,
STRANGE TH/ OTHER MINIONS
*REPLIRPOSED” FOXBAT

DRONES OUTSIDE STILL

PRAISED FOXBAT AND ‘ AND I NEED YOU TO

NOT MALIZIA? GET THE HOST AGE
TO SAFETY S0 I CAN
| FOCLIS ON MALIZIA.

O [ §

CHECK THE
WASHROOM
YOU MEAN NO, THERE QuICcKLY.
‘HOST AGES?, SHOULD BE
PLLURAL. JUST ONE.
RIGHT? :

s [ Lsenes cesome
THEY'RE ALL.. g \\ ] )| CONTINGENCY PLAN.

HOwW pIp you [& J — /
) THE REST T'LL
KNOwW? ‘ EXPLAIN LATER.

COME ON...WE HAVE
WORK TO DO.

GOLD IS ALREADY
INTO HIS SPEECH.




THIS LATEST IN HERO
ACQUISITIONS IS THE
CULMINATION OF A DREAM
THAT I STARTED WAY BACK
WHEN I WAS A YOUNG MAN
IN INDIA.

I BELIEVED THEN THAT I
CcOuULD PO TO THE HERO
COMMUNITY WHAT THE FILM
AGENTS DID WITH THE
ACTORS IN BOLLYWOOD.

e Ai o LN .

iy

AND NOW, WITH PSYCHE IN > =
OUR GOLD STANDARD | ROYALTIES THAT MY ATTORNEYS
FAMILY, WE CAN ALSO ; 4 WILL BE FILING SUIT TO COLLECT. |
REACH INTO THE AMERICAN _ - .

ENTERT AINMENT INDUSTRY .

AS THE REAL-LIFE
VERSION OF THE
CHARACTER IN
ATHENA
FAIRMORE'S
"SENTINELS OF
LOVE"” BOOK
SERIES, PSYCHE IS
LEGALLY ENTITLED
TO BOOK AND FILM
ROYALTIES.

OF COURSE WE WOLILD NOT AFTER ALL, THE WHOLE PLURPOSE
WANT TO DISSUADE MISS OF WHAT WE DO IS THE MAXIMUM
FAIRMORE FROM CONTINUING EXPLOIT ATION OF EVERY HERO
D e N e . FOR THE MAXIMUM ATTENTION AND
AN, JoRE THAN WE WOHLD £ it

WHICH MEANS, OF COLIRSE, THE
STANDARD FAMILY. MAXIMUM MONEY FOR THE

AGENCY ... AND FOR ME.

THIS IS..THIS IS
THE CULMINATION
OF ALL THAT I HAVE
EVER DONE.

IT IS TRULY THE
HAPPIEST DAY OF
MY LIFE.




= 2% . 2 :
{ AND NOW PSYCHE

HAS SOMETHING
HH THAT... THAT..

WHA.. WHAT’S... 2

= PN

WHAT IS
HAPPENING?

WHO IS THIS
WOMAN?

WHY AM I
HERE?

il
. YOU SHOULON'T HAVE
| LET YOLIR FRIEND
| CEAVE.

SHE HAD THE ONE
THING ON HER THAT
WOLUILD HAVE MADE

\ THIS A FAIR FIGHT. ,

! CANDACE SINCLAIR

"N 15 pDEAD/

SHE WAS TOO WEAK
TO SURVIVE THIS
cITy/s

i

==

S

OF HERE.,

L

ik m i‘i),p\ STARLETT..
mll‘llw | 1 GET GOLD OUT
| Ve,

J 4
/4 T* I'LL DEAL WITH

_{ IuHu |
iuﬂuﬂ

AR

i u[il

b

MALIZIA.

YOU'VE BEEN
CONNED, GOLD:

AND NOW YOLUI'RE
BEING RESCLIED.

JUST 6O WITH
STARLETT AND
DON'T MAKE ME
TELL YOU AGAIN.

I WON'T NEED A PSIONIC
JAMMER, MALIZIA.

I HAVE THE ONLY WEAPON
I NEED TO STOP YOU.

I HAVE MY FRIEND,
b | CANDACE SINCLAIR.

THAT'S WHERE YOLI'RE
WRONG.

CANDACE SINCLAIR IS
MY BEST FRIEND, AND I
KNOW SHE’S ONE OF THE
STRONGEST WOMEN I
HAVE EVER MET.

‘TAY AP

IS THAT you
I HEAR?P -




b . | .\1.\‘_7 P : £ P E :
STRONGEST? ! . EaY, o, : J

LIAR/ A "I AMTHE ONE THAT GAVE \. =
, = HIM THE PLINISHMENT HE
*T* AM THE STRONGER (' DESERVED!

ONE/ T AM EVEN ABLE TO DO
I EAVE HER THE WHAT YOU cOULO NEVER
STRENGTH SHE NEEDED - DO... GET MARKMAN GOLD
TO FIGHT OFF THE TO EMBARRASS HIMSELF
NATIONALIST/* IN FRONT OF LIVE

\ TELEVISION/

C" ISSLIE #7 ™ ISSLIE #8)

THEY ALL WENT INTO HIDING AS

OOK 3 SOON AS YOU SHOWED UP.
TMAAKLEI'ZA}'A—/ / ARa’ND, IT'S ALL PART OF THEIR

"FOXBAT CONTINGENCY” PLAN.

DO YOU SEE

ANYONE HERE
TO HELP YOU
BROADCAST?

[ FOXBAT KEEPS TAKING
i 1 OVER THE STUDIO SO
NO CAMERA . MANY TIMES THAT THEYVE
[ | OPERATORS, NO PREPARED FOR THIS.

| 2RQOLCTION THE STATION'S BEEN
| =3 AIRING NOTHING 8UT
e | A SITCOMS FOR THE PAST

WHY THE HELL

17“{501%%1525? ¢ ! B, ') DOING YOU A

FAVOR, GOLD,

4 W i vOiro stic ee
‘ iy \ , Le
T o B b
7 ,
PEOPLE! ! PEROXIDE MONKEY .
I NEED TO

SPIN THIS THE
RIGHT WAy’

YOU LISTEN
TO ME AND

}é%b(l) lal:STEN A ; YOU KNOW IVE HAD JUST

ENOLIGH OF yOu/

I OWN you, " h I SAVED YOLIR SORRY BUTT
ngr#wﬁ?v# = -9 AND STOPPED YOU FROM
N N : INCRIMINATING YOURSELF
THE TRATH - IN FRONT OF TV CAMERAS,
, AND THIS IS THE THANKS
‘ THAT I GET?




YOU DON'T TELL
ME TO SHUT UpP/

I’M MARKMAN
GOLD! I'M--

YOU'RE LUCKY T
HELD BACK MY KICK.

NOW... ONE OF THESE
@MAA:ZEQ fhgv ;’E)’\llﬁ)bég SHOULD CONNECT ME
THANKFUL YOUWRE TO THE STUDIO
STILL ALIVE. ‘ CAMERAS.

AND THEN I CAN GET
MY OWN LITTLE
BLACKMAILING
MATERIAL TO COLINTER
WHAT YOU HAVE ON ME.

IF I CAN'T CONTROL ' ®
THIS WORLD, T'LL 5,
=% LSE YOU TO ,

s I : | canpace..
DESTROY IT/ “ WON'T ... LET YOU/

5 NO...YOU.. WON'T.

e — L
e

/

I WON'T.. WHAT?

CANDACE
SINCLAIR
IS DEAD/

THIS IS MY
BODY NOW.,

MY WORLD/

‘TAY AP

AY A WHE

|I'M... DEAD?




NO...SHE'S NOT DEAD.

YOU WOULDN'T BE ALIVE IF
SHE WAS DEAD.

YOU NEED HER... BECALISE
SHE'S THE LINK TO MY
MIND..TO MY MEMORIES.

WITHOUT CANDACE...YOLI'RE
NOTHING.

YOU SEE... I KNOW
THE TRLITH,

THE LINK, IT WORKS
BOTH WAYS.

YOU THINK THAT
KEEPING CANDACE ASLEEP...
75'1—2/;'2 YOU'RE...KEEPING HER

BUT ... BUT YOUW'RE NOT.

SHE'S STILL IN THERE.. AND
| sHE Neeps To WAKE UP/

WHY? SO SHE CAN BE
DISBARRED AND TAINT
ALL OF HER VICTORIES?

S0 YOU CAN GO BACK
TO BEING OWNED Y
MARKMAN GOLD OR
FORCED INTO EXILE
FOREVER?

S0 SHE CAN LOSE ALL
OF HER FRIENDS LIKE
PSYCHE LOST HERS?

IS THAT WHAT
YOLU'RE AFRAID OF?

THAT YOUWRE LIKE
PSYCHE?

CANDACE... MALIZIA

“THIS WAS THE B8I6G
SECRET I WAS

I KNEW THE REAL
PEOPLE BEHIND
MY CHARACTERS.

OH MY GOD...

GALATEA FLITURE
IS ATHENA ROSE
FAIRMORE/

I KNEW THE
REAL PSYCHE...
AND I KNOW
YOU, CANDACE.

AND I KNOW
THAT YOU'RE
STRONGER
THAN SHE EVER
COLLD BE/

A=

GOING TO REVEAL
IN BOOK FIVE..THAT
PSYCHE WAS BEING
MANIPULATED, NOT
POSSESSED.”

ol

YYOU SLRVIVED THE DESTRUCTION
OF DETROIT. YOU SLRVIVED WHEN
EVERYONE GAVE LIP ON YOuU?!”

"YOU FOUGHT FOR CASES
MOST PEOPLE THOUGHT
WERE LINWINNABLE.”

OU'RE A SURVIVOR... AND A
FIGHTER, CANDACE/

'Wow WAKE Up ANp FIGHT/~




Y
* CANDACE SINCLAIR
ATTORNEY - AT-LAW

_al

TR !';1:“; £ 3 ) . ,‘
‘ VY ) WELCOME BACK. e | I THINK MALIZIA
/ T | ] ‘ DID THAT TO YOU

EARLIER, SO I
GUESS THIS

oW e T WS @ /\AKES LS EVEN."
THE WAY. l \‘ TAYA...I CAN'T

KEEP THIS LIP FOR
LONG. YOU HAVE

7l A

e

2 BUT THIS IS
HLURTING ME MORE.

I —— S —
S| LH-LH, NO WAY. . ILOVEYOU LIKE A Yoie
=N I AMNOT f 7 | SISTER..yOU KNOW
K> | HURTING your . ‘ S| T/ AT
T — ol o s

TAYA, I'M

FIGHTING TO DON'T LET HER COME
KEEP HER DOWN, & BACK. PLEASE.

BUT SHE'S

FIGHTING BACK

HARDER.




*DIRECTOR POE FROM : ™ "THEY'RE SPINNING THIS TO BE SOME
THE MIND JUST SENT SORT OF ROGLIE OPERATION.*

"ONE THAT
HAPPENED TO
NET THEM THREE
MILLION IN
PROFITS.”

WONDERLAND'S DATA* [t

h FUNNY HOW A
= = GROUP FULL OF
A WHOLE OVER- I’/ NOT TELEPATHS
THE-COLINTER SAYING I'M COLLD SWAY
o RS someir WMl o
CAMPAIGN... ALL THAT'S JUST THEIR POWERS.

. o ; HOW THEY'RE
) OFF THE 800K&™ SPINNING IT.

QUIITE THE CONTRARY .,
IS THAT WHY you

BROUGHT DOWN - I WANTED TO THANK yYOuU

HERE? ME > FOR YOUR WILLINGNESS TO
R T -. WORK WITH MY PEOPLE ON

TO IMPRESS ME WITH = THIS CASE.

YOLR HANGER AND B

DOCK WHILE KNOCKING

)
THE JUDICIAL SYSTEN | WE'RE NOT AS POLISHED

AS SOME OF THE OTHER
LI:N-T-I-L- DIVISIONsl QL’T
WE'RE JUST AS DETERMINED
TO GET TO THE BOTTOM OF
THINGS, ESPECIALLY WHEN
& {VM/OLVES ONE OF OUR

THAT BRINGS US N 2 I SPOKE WITH A FRIEND OVER IN
TO THE MATTER & % LANSING THAT IS ON THE ILLINOIS
OF CANDACE _ BAR THAT HANDLES THESE CASES.

INCLAIR,
SINCLAIR AS FAR AS THEY ARE CONCERNED,
MISS SINCLAIR WAS JUST
ANOTHER ONE OF THE DOZENS OF
LAWYERS THAT WERE LINKNOWINGLY
AFFECTED BY THE DRUG.

AS LONG AS YOU CAN PROVE SHE
NO LONGER HAS TELEPATHIC
POWERS, SHE CAN SERVE A SIX
MONTH SUSPENSION FROM LAW
PRACTICE WITH THE OTHERS.,

AND HER RECORD CAN BE EXPLINGED
OF THE NOTATION IF SHE DOESN'T
RELAPSE IN FIVE YEARS.




\ I'D BE MORE
THAT’S GOOD. CONCERNED AROUIT THE
DM SURE SHE'LL _ \ SHE 60T WHEN SHE
BE RELIEVE DEVELOPED HER
' POWERS.

, SYNDRONE EAN HAVE
I HAVE SOME . LASTING EFFECTS ON A

RESEARCH JOBS PERSON'S MIND.
THAT SHE CAN PO = ! M

LINTIL SHE IS
REINST ATED.

I LINDERST AND.

THANKFULLY THE
FOLKS AT PROJECT
MIND GAME HAVE
A LITTLE

EXPERIENCE IN
DEALING WITH
THAT PROBLEM.

THEY HAVE A PLACE -

THAT WILL HELP x "WE'RE GETTING
CURE HER OF IT. |} HER READY FOR
N \ THE TRIP NOW.”

I AMSTILL
‘ ASSIGNED TO
D MONITOR
) GALATEA FUTURE.

YOU CAME u THAT JOB MUST
BACK. 3 ALWAYS T AKE

PRECEDENCE. o YOU WERE NOT
‘ YOLIRSELF.
I KNOW THIS
DI

REGARDLESS OF
MY... PERSONAL LUNDERST AND.
FEELINGS.

THE TELEPATHIC LINK THAT -
LA AL AT R /o st o e
u— .
~ . PREVENT FUTURE THREATS.
AS LONG AS IT REMAINS,

YOU RUN THE RISK OF
BRINGING BACK THE PSYCHE
“MALIZIA PERSONALITY.

ONLY YOU CAN SEVER THIS
LINK, AND IT MUST BE DONE
BEFORE YOU LOSE YOUR
POWERS COMPLETELY .

\ I WILL SHOW YOU HOW TO pO
HIS.




BENEATH THE FYRE FAMILY SANCTUM...

MISTER VAN CLEEF/
HOwW poID..?

BE THANKFLL THEY
DID NOT SAY HOW
SHE MET HER
DEMISE, OR ELSE
YOU WOULD REGRET
THE VERY MENTION.

VARTECH WOULD NOT HAVE
CONTACTED YOU IF WE DID
NOT DO OLR HOMEWORK ON
YOU FIRST, MISS FYRE.,

e e

I WANTED TO SEE YoOu
PERSONALLY TO THANK YOU FOR
THE WORK YOU DID IN DEALING
WITH OUR LITTLE "PROBLEM”.

AS WELL AS TO SEE FOR MYSELF
THE BEAUTIFUL WORKSHOP YOU
PLIT TOGETHER BENEATH YOLIR
FAMILY'S DRUID SANCTUM.




THINK OF IT AS AN
THE CAVE CAME FROM INVEST MENT ... FOR

MY GRANDMOTHER... AN YOUR FUTURE
EXTENSION OF HER ; CONTRACTS WITH

MAGIC. ' VARTECH.
BUT IT SEEMS I HAVE g

YOU TO THANK FOR ALL
OF THE MORE MODERN

EQUIPMENT.,

IT'S JUST A PITY I WON'T BE
ABLE TO USE IT TOO MLUCH.

I CAN'T EXACTLY TAKE THIS
ALL WITH ME WHEN I TRAVEL.

BUT ... I'VE NEVER BEEN ONE
TO STAND STILL.

I COME AND I GO, LIKE THE
WIND., REMEMBER? THAT'S
WHAT MAKES ME SO GOOD
AT WHAT I DO/

YOu MAKE IT
SOLIND LIKE
MY TARGET IS
IMPOSSIBLE
TO KILL,

TRAVEL?

OH NO, MISS FYRE, YOLIR
DAYS OF LIVING IN A
SUITCASE WHILE GOING FROM
ASSIGNMENT TO ASSIGNMENT
ARE OVER WITH.

YOLIR NEW LONG-TER/M
AGREEMENT WITH VARTECH WILL
REQUIRE YOU TO AGAIN CALL
MILLENNIUM CITY YOLIR HOME.

YOU'LL JUST HAVE TO ADAPT, MY
DEAR.

IN FACT, YOUR ASSIGNMENT
WILL REQUIRE YOU TO REMAIN
CLOSE FRIENDS WITH MISS DEL
GELO... AND WITH PROJECT
MYCROFT.

USE THEM TO GATHER AS MLICH
INFORMATION AS YOU CAN
ABOUT YOULR TARGET, SO WHEN
THE TIME IS RIGHT, YOU WILL BE
ABLE TO STRIKE WITHOUT FAIL.

NOT IMPOSSIBLE.
BUT NOT EASY EITHER.

IN ANOTHER TIME, IN
ANOTHER WORLD, SHE
COULD TAKE ON GODS.

YOUR TARGET IS
GALATEA FUTURE.

THE SAME WOMAN
THAT ONCE KILLED ME.

aﬁ ALEXANDER VAN CLEEF
VARTECH




U.N.T.I.L. OBSERVATION BASE 52
SEA OF VAPORS - EARTH'S MOON

a 4 d
- & i &

.THE INFAMOUS *HOT FROM WHAT IVE READ, YES.

oeer Tioce- UL TE fouse T pRoesT
I STEP INSIDE THIS TUBES WERE DESIGNED TO
AT ST AL SR ot e
L
MONTHS LATER? ASSOCIATED WITH LONG-TERM
, STAYS OFF-PLANET.,

THEY SAY IT WILL ALSO WORK
WITH RATNER-SINGER,

ADJLIST MENTS ’ & a\ T SINK IN. |

TO THE TLBE ; \
AND IT WILL
HELP SETTLE \
YOLIR MIND AS
YOU SLEEP OFF

| THE "WAKE-EZ", N\

I MEAN... YOUVE BEEN
TO OTHER WORLDS
BEFORE, BUT THIS IS
THE FIRST TIME THAT
IVE EVER BEEN OFF MY
HOME PLANET.

IT'S JUST ... EYE-
OPENING.




BELIEVE IT OR
NOT, THAT'S
WHAT I SAID THE
FIRST TIME I
WAS IN SPACE.

OKAY, WE'RE
READY HERE.

TELEPATHS CAN
STILL HURT
You, sUT THEY
WON'T BE ABLE
TO CONTROL
YOU OR GET IN
YOLIR MIND
LIKE I DID.

I JUST WANTED
TO SAY..I'M
SORRY FOR
THE MESS I
PLUT LS ALL IN.

I KNOW...eUT
THE LEAST I
CAN DO IS
THIS..

IT’'S NOT YOLIR
FALLT., YOU HAD
NO IDEA WHAT
WAS BEING DONE
TO YOU, OR HOW
TO HANDLE IT.

A GIFT FROM AGENT
SIDESTEP,

A BLOCK FROM ALL
FUTURE TELEPATHIC
PROEBES.

AND TO END OUR LINK,




DON'T LOSE
IT, GALATEA.

NOT YET.
BE STRONG.

HELLOOO?

OH, HELLO
MRS, CARLISLE.,

OH...OKAY.

NO, I LINDERSTAND
WHY INCARNATE
WOLILD BACK OUT
OF THE TALKS.

2 INCARNATE
8 CANCELLED THE
MOVIE PLAN.. PR

= e—

BECALISE OF /
THE PUBLICITY [

SLEEP TUBE ENGAGED.

SLEEP STASIS
PROGRAM INITIATED.

TOO TOXIC?
NO, NO, I GET IT.

WELL, YEAH, THERE'S
ALWAYS THE FIFTH
BOOK.

LISTEN, I'MM GOING
INTO A TUNNEL, SO
'L CALL YOU BACK
LATER, OKAY? BYE.

IBEEB-BEEP*

CELLPHONE
SIGNAL RELAVED.

GOp NO...I
CAN'T TAKE IT
ANY MORE/

k)
-




DANGER: OUTER
AIRLOCK OPENING.

&
~~

- (
®

E)
»

«€

»w

" EDITOR'S NOTE: EVEN THOLUGH
GALATEA IS SCREAMING AT THE
TOP OF HER LLINGS, THERE IS NO
AIR ON THE MOON, THEREFORE NO
SOUND THAT CAN BE GENERATED.D




/

55555655655555555555 5

AIR PRESSURE
NORMAL.

*UHH* *UHHH*
*sOB* *UHHHH*




TRAVELER'S LOFT - A WEEK LATER

- 3 ; L
You'ee SLIRE A e
ABOUT THIS? . T WOULDN'T HAVE RISKED
- NEAR-LETHAL DOSES OF

RADIATION IF I WASN'T.

L p
ceeramcy " (Ul o e R vou e
LY, SENDING
_ WORRIED GALATEA

ABOUT . | OUIT THERE?

TOOK A WHILE,
BUT I GOT MY
STRENGTH BACK...
NOT TO MENTION
MY HAIR,

I AGREE THAT SHE'S ' BUT I CAN'T HELP 8UT WONDER
THE BEST PERSON FOR WHAT SORT OF DANGERS

THE ASSIGNMENT, MILLENNIUM CITY WOLILD FACE
ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE ; WITH HER AWAY.

THREATS I WENT
THROLIGH THERE. ‘ IT'S BAD ENOUGH THAT THE

CHAMPIONS THEMSELVES ARE
SCATTERED ALL ACROSS THE
COLINTRY ,

BUT PEOPLE HERE HAVE GOTTEN
LUSED TO HER BEING AROLIND
TO LOOK OUT FOR THEM.

AND PROJECT MYCROFT
CERT AINLY NEEDS TO
BELIEVE ME, RONIN, EXPAND ITS ROSTER IF
THIS ISNT MY FIRST WE'RE GOING TO MOVE
RODEO. BEVOND BEING JLIST AN
WEVE GOTTEN LSED TO
HAVING A POWERHOLISE GATHERING GROLIP.
LIKE GALATEA AT OLIR
BECK AND CALL FOR A
WHILE NOW. THANKFLILLY, T
HAVE JUST THE
GLY TO HELP LIS
OuT .




RENAISSANCE CENTER

“HE’S BEEN SPENDING
THE PAST YEAR VISITING
THE TRIRES IN THE
AMERICAN NORTHWEST .*

"SOME EVEN SAY HIS
ANCESTOR WAS THE
REAL-LIFE
INSPIRATION FOR
THE LONE RANGER.”

Sl

[*z workep wrTH |8 A ¥ [N | 1 HE'S EV
HIS LINCLE BACK o a HALF HIS
R P

" K ) Wil ™| PEOPLE TO

T : | FORGET ABOUT

*THE MAN WAS A
VERIT ABLE ONE-
MAN ARMY.”

 TEEEEETE
| NAME OF .*
JOHIN AR

.

e WE'RE TAKING A BREAK
5 = 8UT WHEN WE COME

"‘ = '60 WEST GALATEA!"




CUARVIANBIORYS

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2.

Ending Thoughts On the “Psilence of Conscience”

And thus we finish our first big multi-part stonyé for “Future’s Guardian”.
Whew!
When | first came up with the idea for the storglihhad a simple thought:

What if one of the iconic characters from “Citytééroes” were to show up in the world of
“Champions Online™?

Immediately | told myself that | couldn’t reallyibg one of those iconic in-game characters over tp
Champions. We're talking about two separate MM@@s, even if they were both developed by th
same company and inspired by the same paper génege are intellectual property rights to deal
with, especially with a company that was hell-b@mtmaking sure that the “City” was dead and
remains dead.

p—

“But what about your characters”, you ask?

Well, true, Galatea Future and Ronin Omega are twagfmally from the City of Heroes MMO. But
they were also my creations, and how they appearibaot like how they appeared in the “City”.
Technically they are separate characters, evemgththey have the same names as their “City”
versions.

—=

So the challenge for me was to see just how claseild get that original thought to happen withou
someone with some corporate credentials complainiter all, it’s one thing to have some “City”
refugee copy a known “City” character and have tinenming around Millennium City. There are
plenty of “City” refugees that are doing just th&ut it's another matter entirely to have those

characters show up in a document out on the Inténaepeople can point to even years later and $:
“Oh look! Someone put another company’s IP outehé_et’s score some legal money!”

That's why “Psyche” looks similar to her “Sisteunterpart in the “City”, but not completely
different, and why “Malizia” looks nothing like th@iginal “Mother”.

Bad Guys and Gals

The question that was always on my mind was whalshwe the “B3” or “Big Bad Boss” for this
multi-part and multi-faceted story.

There was, of course, The Nationalist, who wasrlgleavillain. An extremist that hated liberalsdan
mystics and anyone else that didn’t adhere to tusgjs narrow religious/conservative views.

What made this person even worse was not justhatas a villain, but he was a villain that parad
himself about as a hero, complete with media aritiqgad support. Even when he destroyed
property and killed innocent people, he was ableatmate it to the masses without question. To
some extent this was not unlike some real-worldviddals and groups. It was only when he went
too far - when he tried to overthrow the city goweent - that people

D

Continues on next page..|




G”ﬂk’plﬂ" 0R¢D5 Continued from previous page...

finally saw him as the villain that he really was.

There was also Keira Fyre and her questionabldtiega A hero? A villain? Well, as you can
see, she’s something in between.

There was also Doctor Wonderland, the so-calledRabbit”. The woman behind the
“epidemic” of telepaths and the drug called “Wak&-Ewhich some “City” refugees should
recognize as something they kept on asking abtert gétting killed) This was someone |
wanted to develop more but just didn’t have thesttom

But of course she was only a puppet boss, becatdgad in the shadows was the man behind
them all... the mysterious Mister Van Cleef and hisadly mysterious VARTECH group. You'll
find out more about him and his connection to Galdtuture in future issues.

Taking A Break

Given all that went on in this issue, I'm somewsaddened to say that we’ll be taking a break
from the world of the Champions for a while.

There are several reasons for this, most notaldsiuse of the other projects that I'm working on
here with Battlerock Comics. There’s a really “bigt” of what one of those projects is on the
next page. But there have also been some thirigg gao outside of the comics and the world of
the Champions that have taken a lot of my timectviwould normally be put into doing what |
love to do(which is, of course, this)

But don’t worry! “Future’s Guardian” will be baclt’s not cancelled. We certainly wouldn’t
want to leave you hanging with all of these unams@ejuestions. And especially not after we've
just introduced you to... “the big guy”.

HTTP: [ BATTLEROCRGOMICS WORDPRESS,COM
NEXM S5 EIE
‘ : THE PROJELT MYCROFT TEAM

WKL BE TAKING 50OME MUCH-
NEEPED TIME OFF .

BUT WHEN WE COME BACK, IT'S
OFF TO THE MILO-WILP WEST FOR
GALATEA FUTURE/

ANC  WHO /5 JOHN BATTLE? @

[ mrvu‘




THE DAWIN RETURNS..

SUllIMNER 201%

THE GAME IS DONE. BUT THE STORIES LIVE ON!






