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TALES rrom
PARALON CITS

“PRAETORIAN JUSTICE™

- A CITY OF HEROES:(GOING ROGUE STORY BY DAVID: 2

IN THE WORLD THAT YOU KNOW, MARCUS COLE BECAME
STATESMAN, EARTH'S GREATEST CHAMPION AND THE HERO
OF PARAGON CITY.

BUT IN ANOTHER REALITY, COLE BECAME SOMETHING LESS
THAN NOBLE. AND ONCE HE SAVED HUMANITY FROM A
TERRIBLE EVIL, HE THEN RE-MADE A PORTION OF THAT
WORLD IN HIS IMAGE.

AND JUST LIKE HIS COUNTERPART, THE PEOPLE OF THIS
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I MEAN, T KNOW
IT'S CALLED A
*MONUMENT OF
IRON*, BUT IT
DOESN'T LOOK LIKE
ANY KIND OF
MONUMENT THAT

| '\ FAMILIAR WITH.

WHAT IS
THAT THING
SUPPOSED
TO BE?

IT'S NOT FROM THIS
LINIVERSE.

IT'S FROM A
DIMENSION CALLED
THE “SHADOW SHARD”.

IT WAS BELIEVED THIS
ARTIFACT WOULD

BLOCK TELEPATHS.




NOW WHY WOLILD
SOMEONE PO
SOMETHING SO
FOOLISH?

HOW WOULD
“MOTHER” BE ABLE
TO PROTECT THEM
FROM DANGEROLIS

THOLGHTS?

MISTER DANE,
THE SALE OF
YOUR LATEST
ARTIFACTS HAS
BEEN CREDITED
TO YOLIR
ACCOLUNT AND
YOLIR EXPRESS
CARD HAS BEEN
PREPARED PER
YOUR WISHES.

I WOUILD REALLY
ENJOY MEETING WITH
WHOMEVER IS
SUPPLYING YOU WITH
THESE ITEMS AND
MAYBE WORK OUT A
DEAL DIRECTLY WITH
THEM., YOL'D STILL

| GET A COMMISSION

OF COLIRSE.

ALWAYS AN HONOR
AND PRIVILEGE TO

DO BUSINESS WITH
YOou, MISTER DANE.

THAT'S A QUESTION
THAT I TRY NOT TO
DWELL TOO MUCH
TIME ON, MA’AM.

IF YOLI'LL EXCUSE
ME... I HAVE TO GO
MEET WITH THE
CURATOR.

IT REALLY AMAZES
ME HOW POPLILAR
THESE TRINKETS ARE...

I MEAN, THEY LOOK
LIKE CHEAP CEREAL
TOYS, BUT FOR SOME
STRANGE REASON,
PEOPLE ARE REALLY
BLIYING THEM.

THANK YOU
sut My OH OF
SOLIRCE DOES COLRSE! |
VALLIE THEIR - _
ANONY MITY.

I'M SLIRE YOU
LINDERST AND.




HELLO GORGEOUS!

WHO 15 THAT RLUGGED
PIECE OF HEAVEN?

AND PLEASE TELL ME
THAT HE’S SINGLE/!

HIM? OH, THAT'S
ROMAN DANE.

ROMAN DANE? YOU MEAN THE
FORMER HERO WARHORSE?
YOU KNOW HIM?

WE WENT OUIT A FEW TIMES.
HE’'S OKAY, BUT HE’'S A LITTLE
TOO SLILLEN FOR MY TASTES.

wWOwW... WHAT A WASTE.,
THANKS FOR THE HEADS-UP.




THE LAKE AZR IS REFRESHING
TODAY. ROMAN DANE.

FOR AMOMENT I THOUGHT T

THERE ARE NO FISH IN THESE
WATERS, ACANTHA., THE
DEVOLIRING EARTH KILLED
THEM OFF YEARS AGO.

WEVE TRIED TO CLONE A FEW,
LIKE WE DID THE SEAGLILLS,
BUT WE ONLY ENDED LP
CREATING SQUID MONSTERS.




IVE BROUGHT
YOU THE
MONEY FROM
THE SALE.

MY POOR KNIGHT.
YOU KNOW IF THEY
DISCOVER ME THAT
I WOULD BE KTLLED.
ANDYET YOU RISK

PLEASE! T BEG YOU...
PLEASE DO NOT KILL ME/

I AM ACANTHA OF THE HIGH WINDS, AND
BY ALL THAT T AM, ZVOW TO YOU THAT
WHAT I SsAY IS THE TRUTH. I SAW THE
PEOPLE WHO KILLED YOUR LOVED ONES,

F

AND WELL YOU SHOULD NOT/ BUT T
PROMISE YOU THIS: IF YOU LET
ME LIVE, T WILL NAME YOU THE ONES

AfL AN/

THEY ASKED
AROLT you
AGAIN...
WANTED TO
MEET WITH
YOU AND DEAL
WITH yOu
DIRECTLY.

YOU KNOW WHY
I’M DOING THIS.

YOU KNOW WHY
IVE BEEN
KEEPING YOU
HIDDEN HERE.

I DO THIS BECAUSE YOU KNOW
ASWELL AS I DO THAT THERE
HAS BEEN SOMETHING VITAL
LACKING IN THIS WORLD...




20 T3S
YOLIR PART OF VERY WELL,
THE DEAL.

"THE FIRST OF THE : LET JUSTICE

MURDERERS CAN BE
FOUND AT THE FOOT OF
THIS HILL




PLEASE, I WAS JUST
WALKING AND I NEEDED
TO TAKE A REST/

YOU'LL GET ALL THE
REST YOU NEED AT THE
TREAT MENT CENTER/

YOU THERE! YOU/

UNIT 37 CALLING IN A
VAN FOR... LET'S CALL THIS
ONE A WVANDAL".

COME HERE AND
PRESENT YOLIR
IDENTIFICATION/

IS THERE A
PROBLEM,
OFFICERS?

THINK REAL
HARD ABOLT IT
BEFORE YOU
RAISE THAT
PLILSE GLOVE/

STAND DOWN,
TROOPER, . I'M... SORRY

FOR THE...
%abé% 5 égING MISTAKE... SIR.

YOU'D BE REAL
LUcky IF HE
JUST LETS YOuU
LIVE FOR YOUR
ARROGANCE.




WHAT'S
YOUR NAME,
SERGEANT?

I'MNOT A
PRAETOR... I'M
JUST A MAN WHO
DID WHAT HE
NEEDED TO PO
FOR COLE AND
COLINTRY .

I DID WHAT I HAD
TO DO... NOTHING
MOREI

JUST LIKE YOLI'RE
DOING TODAY... AND
NOTHING MORE.

ABBOT. CARSON
ABBOT.,

IT'S A REAL
HONOR TO MEET
YOU, PRAETOR
DANE.

YOU'RE BEING MODEST, SIR,

I SAW YOU IN ACTION IN THE
8 43RD EVAC MISSION. IT WAS

LIKE WATCHING A BALLET.

OF COLIRSE, PRA...
I MEAN, MISTER
DANE.

WE WON'T KEEP
YOU ANY FURTHER.







SONOFABIHCH. .,

THEY’'RE GONNA ASkK YOU WHO
DID THIS TO YOU...

YOU TELL THEM MIDNIGHT
PALADIN pID IT. GOT IT?
MIDNIGHT PALADIN.

YER DEAD... YOUL HEAR
MEP YOURE... DEAD...




*COUGH"
SYNDICATE...
*HACK"... PROTECT S...
ITE FRIENDS ...

*HACK*... YOU c AV
KILL ME... BUT T

AINT SCUEALING
ABOUT ANVYONE. ..

COME ON
GRAMPS,

NEXT TIME I SEE
YOu, YOU BETTER
HAVE A BETTER
ANSWER FOR ME.




WHAT WAS
THIS AROLIT

JUST SOME
NAME THE
SYNDICATE
DROPS. ..

DON'T CARE
WHO You
KNOW...
CABOT ISN'T
COMING TO
HELP YOU.

THEY THINK
IT'S A GET-
OUT-OF-
JAIL CARD
IN CASE

THEY GET
PINCHED.

HA/ SO g : TELL ME WHAT

MUCH You ; YOU KNOW

KNOW, PIG/ ABOUT CABOT
AND I'LL LET
you LIVE...

HEY, THIS IS OUR
COLLAR! POWERS
DIVISION'S NOT
TAKING THIS ONE
FROM US/

( GLIN/ GLIN/
TAKE HIM DOWN/
TAKE HI/ DOWN/




THANKS FOR
THE SAVE,
CHUMP/!

TALK., CABOT. WHO
IS HE?

TELL ME NOW AND I
WON'T PUT A HOLE
INTO YOUR MEDICAL
TELEPORT DEVICE.

JUST A NANE...
COP... ANYTIME

WE GET PINCHED...
WE Ss4y cAgOT... |
AND HE MAKES IT
ALL... GO AWAY...




S0O... THE RUMORS ARE TRLIE.

YOU DID FIND A NEW SET OF
GLINS AND A NEW OUTFIT.

I sUPPOSE I SHOULON'T BE
SURPRISED... YOUVE
ALWAYS BEEN READY FOR A
FIGHT. THAT'S WHY YOU
WERE CALLED "WARHORSE”
IN THE FIRST PLACE.

TVE HEARD :
CABOT. You CcOP ON THE
KNOW ABOUT HIM. OF HIM. B  SYNDICATE PAYROLL,

YOU KNOW WHAT RUIMORS MAKES ARRESTS AND
HE DID. NOSTLY. EVIDENCE GO AWAY.,

WHAT ABOUT HIM?

CAROT WAS

ONE OF THE AND THEN
CcOPS IN THE §
43RD EVAC SHOT THEM. |

THAT PULLED
OFF FOLIR
PEOPLE...




YOU KNEW/?P/ THE MAN
THAT MURDERED FOLIR

INNOCENT CIVILIANS... YOUR
DALIGHTER AMONG THEM/

AND IT'S BEEN EATING
AWAY AT ME EVER
SINCE/!

I KNEW WHAT CAROT
DID AFTER THE FALL
OF FIRST WARD, AND I
PROMISED THEN THAT
I'D PUT A BLILLET IN
HIS BRAIN MYSELF IF
I EVER SAW HINM.

BUT YOU KNOW IN ALL HONESTY,

HOW THE BLLIE THOUGH, I WAS

LINE WORKS WAITING FOR

AROLIND HERE. YOU TO DECIDE
TO PICK P YOUR

THEY’D RATHER GLINS AGAIN.

SEE A THOUSAND

PEOPLE KILLED AS A MEMBER OF

THAN TO LOSE THE POWERS

ONE CcOP. DIVISION, YOU
CAN DO WHAT 1
CAN'T... AND GET
AWAY WITH IT.

CABOT ISN'T THE ONLY
COP THE SYNDICATE AND YOU HAD TO KEEP

HAS IN THEIR BACK THIS TO YOURSELF
POCKET, BUT HE'S THE LINTIL I FELT... "READY”

ONE THEY CAN DEPEND TO PICK UP A GLIN?

UPON THE MOST.

YOou couLo HAVE COME
KILL HIM... NO MEDICAL TO ME SOONER WITH
RECOVERY... AND THE THIS., WHY DIDN'T YOU?
SYNDICATE WILL LOSE
THEIR BEST MOLE.

BY THE WAY, YOU MAY
WANT TO CHECK THE
LITTER BOX. IF THERE'S
ANYONE WHO KNOWS
EVERYTHING ILLEGAL,
IT WILL BE HER,




WELCOME TO
STUDIO S55...

WE ASK THAT You
CHECK YOUR
WEAPONS AT THE
CLOAKROOM ON
THE LEFT...

THAT'S FAR ENOLIGH,
STATE YOUR
BUSINESS.

MEOWRR
... HUSH
PLAYTOY.

I WAS WONDERING
HOW LONG IT WOLILD
TAKE BEFORE
PRAETORIA’S NEWEST
GLUNSLINGER WOULD
BE COMING TO VISIT
WITH LITTLE OL’ ME.




YOU BETTER BE
RIGHT ABOUT
THAT, BOBCAT.

I DON'T SEE WHAT'S SO
SPECIAL ARBOUT HIM,
MISTRESS,

I COLLD HAVE TAKEN HIM
EASILY. ALL YOU HAD
TO DO WAS GIVE ME THE
WORD.

CAROT,

WHO AND
WHERE WILL
I FIND HIM?

HMAM... SO
PROFESSIONAL...
SO DETERMINED.

REMINDS ME SO
MUCH OF ANOTHER
HERO WHO WAS
ALL SCRATCH AND
NO CATNIP...

MEOWRRR...

VERY WELL... BE AT THE
DISTRICT FOUR
STATIONHOUSE AT
SHIFT CHANGE... ASK
FOR CHARLIE.

HUSH, MY LITTLE TOY.

HE’'S NOT JUST ANOTHER
ONE OF COLE’S LITTLE
GLORY-SEEKING HEROES.

THAT ONE IS ON A
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT
CRUSADE.




LET'S SEE...
SOLICITATION?
YEAH, THAT'S
THE CHARGE/

WHAT'S
GOING ON
OFFICERS?

\ - POLICE

A BUSINESS.,
JUST WALK
AWAY,

FRAG THE
CAPE! FRAG
HIM/




YOU MADE A 81'

MISTAKE, HERO.
NOBODY TAKES
ON THE cOPS
AND LIVES!

YOU BETRAYED THE
BADGE. NOW yYou
FACE JUSTICE/




LOOKING
FOR CHARLIE.

CHARLIE? HE SHOULD
BE OUT IN A MINUTE.
WE BOTH PULLED A
DOUBLE-SHIFT SO
WE'RE PRETTY DRAINED.

NOT A PLACE I
WANT TO HANG
AROLIND IN,
BUT, YEAH, WE
BOTH WERE
THERE.,

SHOULD BE IN THE
PARKING LOT. HE
JUST FINISHED
HIS SHIFT.

WERE YOU 2OTH
WORKING AT
TIBERIAN BLLIFF
EARLIER THIS
WEEK BY THE
SONIC BARRIER?




YOuU KkNow, you
| LOOK A LITTLE
FAMILIAR., HAVE I
SEEN you
ANYWHERE BEFORE?

YOU'RE CHARLIE,
RIGHT?

YOU'RE THE ONE I'M
LOOKING FOR.

BE THANKFUL THAT'S ALL
DID TO THEM. THEY MADE
THE MISTAKE OF USING
THEIR BADGES TO PREY ON
AN INNOCENT WOMAN.

I DON'T EXPECT YOU TO
LINDERST AND HOW AND
WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO...
YOU GLORY HOLINDS ARE
ALL ALIKE.

\

4 3RD EVAC... FOUR PEOPLE
WERE PLILLED FROM AN
EVACUATION TRUCK AND
KILLED. THE “BLAME”
BEING PLACED ON
DEVOURING EARTH.

BUT THERE WAS A WITNESS
THAT SAW THE WHOLE
THING AND SAYS THEY
WERE MURDERED.,

.

CARSON... YOU
DON'T WANT TO GET
TOO CLOSE TO HIMW/

I JUST HEARD THAT
HE PUT THREE OF

| || OURS IN THE
HOSPITAL!

YEAH, I'’A CHARLIE. OFFICER
BARNES TO YOU.

AND YOU HAVE A LOT OF NERVE
SHOWING YOUR FACE AROLIND
HERE, TURNING OVER THREE OF
OLIRS TO INTERNAL AFFAIRS
AFTER PUTTING THEM IN THE
HOSPITAL.

- THEN LET'S TALK
| ABOUT SOMETHING
= ELSE YOU WERE

5 INVOLVED IN...

ONE OF THOSE KIu.EQs\S
WAS NAMED *CAROT*,
SOMEONE THAT HAS
BEEN MAKING A NAME
FOR HIMSELF AS THE
SYNDICATE'S FIXER IN
THE POLICE FORCE.

AND THE WORD IS...
"CABOT” IS YOU,

e

=

OFFICER BARNES.

<
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@u’ve GOT NOTHING ON
ME EXCEPT A LOT OF
TALK AND RUMORS.

SO YOU GOT ME... I'M
*CABOT”, I'A THE
SYNDICATE'S FIXER., BUT
EVEN IF YOU CcOULD FIND
THE WITCH, SHE'D BE
KILLED ON SIGHT IF YOou
= | TRY TO BRING HER IN TO
< SESTIFY AGAINST ME.

I KNEW WE SHOULD
HAVE KILLED THAT
FILTHY WITCH WHEN
WE SAW HER THERE...

| = J
CARSON, GET YOUR

CUFFS HERE... I THINK
WE HAVE...

CARSON?P

AND JUSTICE IS ~

HE’'S NOT HERE,

HE DOESN'T WANT
TO BE AROLIND
8| WHEN JUSTICE IS

LONG OVERDUE =
FOR YOU, CAROT/ I
= C’:[/:'/ i

= s




NO... PLEASE... LEAVE
ME ALONE/ GET OUT
OF MY HEAD!




HEY, I THOUGHT you
GUYS SAID HE WAS
LOADED. THERE'S
ONLY FIFTY MERITS
ON HIS CARD.




THIS2...

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2.

The Praetorian Invasion!

First there was “City of Heroes”... where budding heroes could become legends all their
own.

Then there was “City of Villains™... where bad guys can become notorious.

Then on August 17, 2010, NCSoft and Paragon Studios released their latest expansion in
the world of City of Heroes... “GOING ROGUE”. (For the record, NCSoft developed
and was using the title “Going Rogue” LONG BEFORE a certain politician from Alaska
began using it as her political catchphrase.)

Going Rogue took the concept of good versus evil to a whole new level by introducing
people to a world where the heroes are not really heroic and the villains are not really
evil.

The idea began with the universe previously known only as “Upsilon Beta 9-6”', where
the “heroes” of that world were evil. Here, Statesman was Tyrant, Ms. Liberty was
Dominatrix, Synapse was Neutron, Back Alley Brawler was Marauder, Positron was
Anti-Matter, and Sister Psyche was Mother Mayhem. They were so much the visual
opposites of the heroes of Paragon City that the only thing missing on them all were Van
Dyke “Evil Spock™ goatees.

But then the story behind “Tyrant™ developed even further.

In the world that would later be called the Praectorian Universe, Marcus Cole returned
from the Well of the Furies... but ONLY him. His longtime friend Stefan was killed
prior to his return. During the Korean War, General MacArthur was given permission to
use nuclear weapons against North Korea, causing China to retaliate and nuke Los
Angeles. Millions were dead, and Cole was missing and presumed dead.

Because of that nuclear exchange, the Devouring Earth came to be decades earlier than
their “Paragon” counterparts. The resulting wars with them devastated the planet.

Continues on next page...




m 2 Continued from previous page...
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When Cole returned, it was to a world that begged him for help, and he gave it to
them. But that help came with a steep price.

The people eagerly accepted whatever conditions Cole demanded and then named
him emperor. The heroes that followed him, the ones that were his trusted
lieutenants, became his Praetors.

And then, as described in this issue, Cole rebuilt society in his image.

On the onset, Practoria looks like a utopia. A clean city with automated Clockwork
drones keeping everything beautiful.

But behind the glitter there’s something dangerous lurking.

Maybe it’s in the water. Everyone drinks “Enriche” water and it tastes better than any
other beverage. Maybe it’s something on the TV. There’s only one channel for news,
and some people talk about hearing strange noises. Maybe it’s the newspaper, from
the same company that provides the TV station, and the strange placements of words
and paragraphs that almost try to spell something hidden.

Maybe it’s the graffiti on the walls warning about their beloved emperor. The
Clockwork drones labor endlessly to remove it, but it continues to show up. People
disappear, but nobody knows who they are or what happens to them.

11111

And of course the Seers are always around, always looking
B for “dangerous thoughts”. Ready to “audit” people that

dwell too much on certain ideas. And then there are the
hidden projects, the strange facility to the south, and the
ungodly noises coming from underground.

Yes, Practoria is a beautiful city-state... but appearances can
be deceiving. And amidst this urban “Garden of Eden” are
plenty of snakes just waiting for you if you’re not careful.

it "
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Alternate Cover to Issue #2

http://BattlerockX.Blogspot.com
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