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Once they represented the next generation of superhero teams… the Guardians of the dawn!  They battled 
crime lords, corrupt government agents, and even gods and demigods.  They made a difference when many 
believed they would not. 

But while the Guardians of the Dawn are no more, several of the heroes refuse to give up the fight to make 
that brighter future possible.  Continuing to operate covertly as a “ghost group”, they are known 
collectively as…  

The Guardian Powers #5 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyright 

© 2004-2012. This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and 

Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, City of Heroes: Going Rogue, 

City of Heroes Freedom and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and 

Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.  

Alex Wentworth - Paragon City District Attorney 
Formerly the Libertarian Avenger, this one-time “Celebutant” became 
the worst nightmare for crooked cops and abusive prosecutors.  Now 
he works from within the system to bring it in line. 

Galatea Powers - Paragon City’s “True Guardian” 
Born from another world, Galatea came to this world with no 
knowledge of who she was.  Given a new life and a new name, she’s now 
one of the most popular heroes in Paragon City. 

Captain Paragonna - Paragon City’s Superhero Policewoman 
The original founding member and former leader of the Guardians of 
the Dawn, Stevie Walker-Rodgers continues the fight for law and 
order, as well as bring that promise of a bright future. 

Lyon Powers - Welsh Superhero 
Third-generation superhero from England, Katie Lea Powers is quick 
to defend her family’s honor and reputation, even when extending it 
to her new “adopted” sister, Galatea Powers. 

Icon Powers/Kent Poderes - Technical Consultant 
The greatest hero of his Earth, and foster father of Galatea, Kent 
sacrificed everything, including his cousin’s trust.  Now he has lost 
much of his powers and seeks to rebuild the trust of his teammates. 
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Kings Row 

Paragon City, Rhode Island 

Normally 
nobody robs 
the bank in 
Kings Row. 

Reason #1: It’s 
practically 
next to Police 
Headquarters. 

Reason #2: the area 
is protected by 
superheroes. 

Including myself…  

That is, if I wasn’t 
working undercover 
trying to break up 
the team that has 
been robbing banks.* 

“Raven” aka Stevie Walker-Rodgers 
Aka Captain Paragonna 

(* See Last Issue) 

They wasted no time 
taking out the guards. 

And they have full 
access to the vault. 

These aren’t all 
amateurs either. 

some of the crew 
have military 
experience, 
especially the 
team leader. 

You can’t just buy a 
Vanguard Redding Rifle 
on the streets.  The bio-
signature safeguard 
alone would prevent most 
people from using one. 

I’m guessing he’s a Vanguard 
Reservist, which means that 
he’s probably killed before! 

A team that has 
been recruiting 
from the ranks of 
the unemployed 
and homeless. 
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That brings me back to 
my favorite question:  

what the hell am I 
doing out here? 

Most of the 
“Amateurs” were 
sent out front to 
keep watch in case 
the police or a 
hero showed up. 

Like lambs to 
the slaughter, 
depending on 
who shows up 
first. 

For whatever. 

I don’t even know 
why you’re still 
with us!  I mean, 
you didn’t even 
bother to get the 
rest of the gear! 

So… this is it?  
We’re supposed 
to just… wait 
here?  For what? 

You’re just lucky 
the boss decided 
to risk this job 
with you.  You do 
your part and you 
get your fee, and 
you don’t ask 
questions! 

Yeah, well this “job” 
reminds me something 
my cousin almost got 
caught up in over in 
Cleveland… only it was 
accepting packages 
that turned out to be 
bought by stolen…  

Hey, New Girl, you 
trying to get us 
in trouble? 

I got a mortgage 
that I have to pay 
that’s “underwater”.   

No way am I going 
to let the banks 
take my house! 

You mess this job 
up, you answer to 
me, you got that? 

Whatever… at least 
you still have a 
house! 

I’m going to check 
the cameras.  Try not 
to get your ski mask 
in a bunch over it. 

I’m not really 
homeless… that’s 
just part of the 
cover that we set 
up for “Raven”. 
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I feel sorry for 
him… slightly. 

But I still have 
a job to do. 

I’m not being an 
accessory to a 
bank robbery if 
I can help it. 

Relay Center: 
Leave a message. 

It’s Raven. 

Codeword has 
been given, but 
the scene is hot. 

Breach with 
caution, agent 
now in play. 

Captain Paragonna 
Superhero cop 

One quick change later…  

now I can…  

Goodbye 
“Raven”…  

MidKnight X 
Street vigilante 

Don’t just 
stand there!  
MOVE! 

… watch as my one-
time teammate 
makes the bust? 

I heard that 
Jason Knight 
returned to 
Kings Row after 
Icon Powers 
talked him out 
of his vendetta 
on Shadowborn.* 

(* Last issue) 

But I didn’t expect 
him to be back in 
action so quickly! 

No… no… don’t… 

I have a family, 
man…  

don’t do this!! 

He defected the 
first shot with his 
gauntlet, and now 
he’s generating 
pure fear into my 
“associate”. 

He won’t kill Mister 
“underwater mortgage”, 
but the guy will need 
some serious therapy 
when he wakes up. 
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Your “team” is 
sloppy.   

Bank alarm was 
tripped five 
minutes ago, and 
the police aren’t 
even mobilizing. 

I called it in as 
you got here.  They…  

Wait.. You said the 
bank alarm was 
tripped?  I didn’t 
do that!  I w… I saw 
that the alarm 
lines were cut! 

It’s a set-up. 

Keep the amateurs 
up front for us to 
take down, while the 
pros escape in all 
the confusion! 

They probably even 
triggered the alarm 
themselves! 

MM.. Possible.  
Especially 
when working 
with amateurs. 

Well then let’s 
see what we can 
do to make this 
“Too Big To Fail” 
operation come 
apart on them. 

Oh… and 
welcome 
back. 

Right… *ahem*…  

Boss!  BOSS! 

Get out here! 

The front team just 
bailed!  They’re all 
gone!  Just… gone! 

Get their leader 
out here first. 

Okay, “Raven” cut 
them, but I wasn’t 
going to let him 
know that I’m her. 
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What the hell 
are you t…?!? 

First thing’s first:  

take out the ones that 
you know are threats. 

I let Jason 
deal with 
the rest of 
the pros. 

I thought of the people 
who got suckered into 
these robbery jobs.   

The struggling 
families that would be 
without a parent while 
people like him get 
away in the confusion. 

This is not supposed 
to be personal. 

But I couldn’t help 
but make it such. 
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You 
finished? 

Dispatch, this 
is Captain 
Paragonna. 

But I still 
had a job to 
do here. 

And a cover 
to keep. 

Bank has been contained.  
Ten in custody. 

Backup with a wagon will 
be needed to transport 
detained suspects. 

Caution: Heroes on site 
and assisting in round-
up of remaining suspects. 

Confirmed.  All 
Units, all Units!  
Backup needed at 
the Exchange 
Bank. 

What do you 
mean “round-
up”?   

We have eleven 
robbers. 

Yes.  I know.  But we’ll need 
to untie one of them and 
let them escape. 

Preferably one of the 
amateurs.  The ones you 
overwhelmed at the 
entranceway. 

We’ll need to let someone 
in that group get away. 

I presume you 
have a reason 
for doing that. 

One of the people involved in 
this is an undercover cop. 

I can’t say anything more than 
that, but in order for that cop 
to continue with the 
investigation, they need to be 
allowed to get away…  

and the only way that can look 
credible is if they’re not the 
only one that does escape. 

Does that… make sense to you? 

No.   

No I 
wasn’t. 
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Hmm… Yes, it 
makes sense. 

Okay… but only 
because you’re 
using it to go 
after the 
bigger boss. 

Thank you. 

I’ve missed 
working with 
you. 

Don’t assume that my 
return to Kings Row 
means that I’m ready 
to join your little 
“circle”, Captain. 

I’m only helping 
because this problem 
Is happening inside 
my domain. 

I’m taking Kings Row 
back from the punks 
and thugs.  From the 
criminals that 
infested it like rats. 

The best your group 
can do right now… is 
to not get in my way. 

Thirty minutes later…  

Wh… what…  
Come on, 
get up. 

What the hell 
happened? 

Where am I? 

I step away and you 
guys were out and 
tied up.  I Figured I’d 
take one of you with 
me when I bailed. 

It was that cape… 
MidKnight X.   

I Thought he was 
dead, but I guess not.   

I guess I owe you for 
this.  But…  

Cemetery. 

I just saved 
your butt. 

What am I 
supposed to do? 

I don’t want to 
lose my house 
‘cuz I can’t pay 
the mortgage. 

Hey, just be lucky 
you’re not in jail. 

I’m going back to 
the hotel… figure 
out what to do next.   

Just take it day by 
day, buddy.  That’s 
what I do. 
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Talos Island 

The next morning…  

Dawn. 

The sun feels 
good. 

Wish the rest 
of me felt 
that good. 

The last time I 
had problems 
sleeping, it ended 
with me having a 
literal split 
personality.* 

( * “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” Issues 23-25) 

“Good morning 
Paragon City!  This is 
PNN Radio and here’s 
your morning news…” 

“The big news… A late-
night bank robbery in 
Kings Row was shut 
down by the area’s 
resident guardian, 
MidKnight X, along with 
Captain Paragonna.” 

“A police spokesman said 
that ten people were 
arrested, including a 
Vanguard reservist, but 
several more managed to 
escape in the confusion.” 

I’ve been up 
all night. 

I still can’t get 
recent events out 
of my head. 

I got beat!  Badly! 

By a glorified 
cybernetic puppet 
no less!* 

( * Issues 2 & 3) 

And the worst 
part is… it used 
my own fears to 
help defeat me. 

My “mysterious friend” 
was right… I am afraid 
of failure.  OF being 
vulnerable.  Of being 
manipulated. 

First from my birth-
father, Lionel Powers.  
Then by my foster 
father, Kent, when he 
tried to “save me” from 
Lionel’s genetic 
programming. 

Galatea Powers 
Otherworld Superhero 

I couldn’t stop Alor from 
killing Photonis or 
saving my own universe 
from destruction. 

I wasn’t able to help 
the Guardians and 
the Freedom Phalanx 
stop Alor.* 

( * “Spotlight” Issues 18-22) 

I couldn’t save 
Galaxy City. 

Some “True Guardian” 
I turned out to be. 
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Katie Lea should be 
waking up soon. 

I left a note saying 
I’m on patrol, so 
hopefully she won’t 
freak out. 

I’m still not used to 
having a sister, 
adopted or otherwise. 

The Powers family 
of this world are 
good people.  Far 
better than my 
birth-family. 

Hmm… Warriors and 
Tsoo are starting 
their feud early. 

And now the 
Freakshow joined 
in.  Wonderful. 

Maybe my fear is 
what is keeping me 
from forgiving 
Kent for doing 
what he did. 

Maybe I’m afraid 
that if I forgive 
him, I’d accept 
that what he did 
to me was right. 

The morning news is 
still talking about 
the bust in Kings Row. 

Newspaper columnist 
is boasting that 
MidKnight x is Kings 
Row’s “True Guardian”. 

Jason can have the 
title if he wants it.  
But I know he doesn't 
really care about 
that sort of stuff. 

The funny part is 
that I wasn’t even the 
one that created 
that title!  That was 
Arktic Chill’s idea 
when he was working 
as the admin to one 
of my fan sites. 

I wonder what happened 
to that site?  Maybe I 
should look in on that. 

Down below me, 
hundreds of Talos 
Island residents are 
starting their day. 

With all that’s going 
on in the world, they 
need to know that 
there are still things 
that they can count on 
when their day begins. 
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They need to 
know that 
someone is 
watching out 
for them. 

Someone they 
can count on. 

Not in a “god” way, 
but more of a 
“Guardian Angel”. 

I was given a second 
chance at life 
because the other 
Guardians didn’t 
give up on me. 

It’s up to me to pay 
that forward and 
give the citizens a 
reason to not give 
up on the heroes. 

Now… let’s see 
what I can do 
abo…  

Kings Row - Four hours later…   

“Good morning, 
Sovereign Insurance.” 

“No, Missus King, no money 
was reported missing in last 
night’s attempted robbery.  All 
accounts are reportedly 
intact and accessible.” 

“Good morning, 
Sovereign Insurance.” 

“Good morning, 
Sovereign Insurance.” 

“Yes, we cover all 
accounts, both 
personal and 
corporate.” 

“Excuse me… 
Mister Creslo?” 

“Good morning, 
Sovereign Insurance.” 

“Your claim check 
should be 
delivered to you 
by tomorrow… ” “Good morning, 

Sovereign Insurance.” 

Emphasis on the 
“Guardian” part. 
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Yes, you’re the… 
journalist that I 
was told to 
expect, right? 

Yes sir, Taylor Rose, 
London Sun-Journal.   

My paper is doing a 
story on the banking 
system here in the 
‘states and I was 
sent to know more 
about your 
company’s role in it. 

Donald Creslo 
CEO, Sovereign Insurance 

I see… Well, Miss 
Rose, I suppose I 
could answer some of 
your questions… 

Although I have a 
rather busy schedule, 
so I hope you don’t 
mind if we skip the 
walk to my office. 

There should be a 
community place here 
where we could talk... 

Here we go…  

is this acceptable?   

I noticed that you 
didn’t bring a 
photographer with 
you. 

No, it’s fine, Mister Creslo. 

And this is more of a 
background piece on the 
company, not necessarily 
on you as the CEO. 

So I guess my first 
question has to be…  

In your own 
words, what IS 
your company’s 
role with the 
banking industry? 

The best 
answer is…  

we are their 
“Security 
Blanket.” 
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“In the 1930’s the world suffered under 
the worse economic depression ever 
experienced.  Far worse than even 
recent economic events.” 

“The blame easily went to 
those still with money, 
namely the banks.” 

“Bank robberies 
skyrocketed in the 1930’s 
as everyone from hardened 
criminals to out-of-work 
farmhands took their 
frustrations out on the 
banking industry.” 

“Thankfully, a young 
superhero showed up 
here in Paragon City 
and put a stop to most 
of the area robberies.” 

“That young 
man, of course, 
was Statesman.” (Editor’s Note: Images taken from 

2004 “City of Heroes” video) 

But the debut of Statesman 
and of the Freedom Phalanx 
were still not enough to 
stop the wave of robberies, 
or to stop the debilitating 
secondary effects of those 
robberies. 

Citizens refused to keep 
their money in bank 
accounts if the banks 
cannot guarantee that 
money would be secure 
and available.   

That is what caused the 
initial bank collapses 
in the first place. 

Yes, but doesn’t the federal 
government insure every bank 
account in America? 

I think it’s called the… Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation? 

Weren’t they created to make sure 
that customers had unhindered 
access to their accounts? 

Yes, but there are 
limits to that 
coverage. 

In 1935, that limit 
was five thousand 
dollars per 
account. 
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So in 1937, the executives at 
Sovereign Insurance came 
up with the idea of covering 
the banks for anything that 
the FDIC couldn’t. 

Almost immediately, 
confidence in the industry 
rose.  People began putting 
money into the banks again. 

That may seem to be a lot of 
money in the 1930’s, but not 
when it came to the factories 
and the textile mills. 

And the economy 
crawled out just 
in time for the 
second world war. 

But now your 
company’s doing 
more than just 
protecting banks, 
aren’t you? 

If you’re talking 
about our recent 
expansion into 
covering individual 
accounts, that’s 
more of a natural 
evolution of our 
original mission. 

Perhaps… if you were talking 
about corporate accounts, many 
of which would be clearly 
outside of the FDIC’s current 
limit of $250,000 per account. 

But… I understand that your new 
expansion is targeted at the 
average checking or savings 
account-holder, whose average 
values would obviously be fully 
covered by the FDIC. 

It would seem… almost needless. 

To the average 
observer, perhaps. 

But we both know 
that these are not 
ordinary times. 

The FDIC is overwhelmed 
with a staggering number 
of bank failures, not to 
mention helping out those 
“Too Big To Fail” mega-
banks.   

Simply put, they can’t 
guarantee covering even 
ordinary accounts in 
these extraordinary times. 

And then there is the 
fact that Paragon City 
has the largest number 
of bank robberies in the 
nation…  

Over 5300 per year, as 
our advertising points 
out. 

… and you can see that 
the demand is there for 
additional coverage. 
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Icon Powers 
“Retired” superhero 

D@mn he’s good. 

He’s got that 
line worked out. 

Okay, time to 
wrap it up. 

So, I guess it would 
be… fortunate… that 
your company would 
be offering this 
service during an 
increased number of 
bank robberies. 

With the most recent 
one being just this 
past evening… right 
next door. 

“Coincidental” 
would probably 
be a better word 
to use. 

I wouldn’t want 
your readers to 
assume those 
two things are 
connected. 

Do you have any other 
questions?  I’m 
afraid my time is 
incredibly limited 
right now. 

No, I think that 
covers all the 
questions I 
have.  Thank you 
for your time, 
Mister Creslo. 

Of course… and be sure 
to email the link to your 
paper’s website to my 
assistant so I can read 
your article afterward. 

Well done, 
Katie. 

Well don’t rest 
on your laurels 
just yet; you 
still have an 
article to write. 

Actually thank you 
for coaching me on 
the details.  You 
made me sound like 
I knew what I was 
talking about. 

There really is a Taylor 
Rose, and she does write 
for the Sun-Journal.  
And she does expect you 
to write that article. 

Don’t worry, I’ll get 
Professor Wallace to 
help you with it.*   

Consider it extra credit. 

What?  But I 
thought that... 

Katie Lea Powers 
AKA Lyon Powers 

(* English professor and also 
Guardian member Ryder Lightning.) 

Certainly. 
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A few blocks away…  
My god… are you 
serious?  They 
actually had you… 
rob that bank? 

Well, I didn’t know 
it was for real 
until they told us 
to wait out front. 

I guess I was 
kind of lucky, or 
else I would have 
been in jail too. 

Wow… that… that really 
complicates things! 

I mean, you have to 
understand that we had 
NO IDEA that this was 
going on!  We here were 
under the impression 
that this was a 
legitimate operation; 
done with the full 
approval of the banks! 

I’ll have to take 
this up with my 
superiors. 

In the meantime, 
why don’t you head 
on back to the 
hotel, and I’ll get 
this squared away 
and I’ll contact 
you as to what we 
can do next. 

Oh God, I am such 
an idiot!  I 
thought I had a 
really good thing 
going too! 

No, no!  It’s okay!  Really! 

It’s not your fault, Raven!  
You didn’t know they were 
going to do that. 

Like I said, go back to the 
hotel, and I’ll get this 
straightened out here, and 
then I’ll meet you there. 

O-okay… but only 
because you’ve been 
so kind to me…  

I had to pretend to be 
“grateful” to Robert, even 
though every instinct in 
me said to arrest him. 

I also needed to see him here 
at his office so we would 
know what to expect when we 
eventually raid it to shut 
this whole “recruitment” 
scam down. 

Robert 
“Employment Recruiter” 
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Ouroboros - Near the end of time. 

Oh Come 
on! 

Ouroboros 

AGAIN?!? 

I’m getting 
really tired 
of being 
shanghaied 
by you guys! 

The last time I got 
dragged here against 
my will, I ended up 
losing several 
months of my life, 
not to mention the 
guardians had to 
take on StarCygnus 
without me!* 

(“Spotlight” 18-22 again) 

And at least then I 
had a reception 
committee welcoming 
me here! 

I guess this time 
around I don’t even 
rate an acolyte. 

Mender 
Silos…  

I think someone 
here owes me an 
explanation as 
to why I got 
pulled out of 
the 21st century. 

Suppose I better 
start at the top. 
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Mender Silos 
Ouroboros Leader 

Galatea 
powers…  

You are 
operating 
under a false 
presumption. 

I did not 
authorize your 
recruitment. 

WHAT?!? 

No, I am not 
buying that one! 

You guys know 
everything that 
the Pillar does! 

I am flattered by your 
assumption of our awareness 
of all that the Pillar of Ice 
and Flame does…  

But, sadly, we are not so 
omniscient. 

Clearly someone recruited 
you from the 21st Century, but 
I did not authorize it. 

I suggest that you ask the 
other Menders to see if 
they authorized your 
recruitment for whatever  
mission they have in mind.   

And, as always, you are 
welcome to stay and 
learn from us. 

“Stay”?  I 
really don’t 
think so! 

Not after 
the last 
time I was 
here! 

So who 
among this 
group of…  

“Psst… 
Over here, 
Galatea.” 

Or they can 
whisper for 
my hyper-
hearing to 
pick up. 

Hello 
Galatea. 

Mender Roebuck? 

Of all the 
Menders, you’re 
the least likely 
one I’d ever expect 
to drag me here. 

Let’s get this 
over with 
quickly. 
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My role may appear 
to be limited here, 
but I am still a 
Mender.  I still have 
access to the Pillar 
and can use it for my 
own purposes. 

Mender Roebuck 
Ouroboros merchant 

Okay… so… 
why did 
you bring 
me here? 

You know from your 
previous time here that we 
menders are often 
prohibited from revealing 
certain future events. 

Even the knowledge of 
these events could disrupt 
their turnouts and thus 
alter future events. 

However, I have been asked 
by… another source… to 
reveal one such upcoming 
event to you.   

One where your activity 
will be essential, and the 
choices that you make 
will affect the future of 
all of humanity itself. 

Galatea?  
What’s 
wrong? 

I’m sorry… it seems 
like nothing but… 

The last time I was 
here I always had 
this feeling like 
someone was 
always watching me 
from one of those 
floating islands. 

But now… nothing. 

It’s best that you not dwell 
on that particular detail.   

Matters of time can be… as 
our mutual friend whose 
name we cannot mention here 
would say… “Wishy-Washy”. 

Speaking of which, that 
mutual friend’s name will be 
invoked during that event. 

That will be your clue.  You 
must pay close attention to 
what happens afterward. 
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The last time around your 
fellow Menders pulled me 
out of 2010, kept me here 
for several months, said 
nothing about why you 
did it, and then dropped 
me off in 2011. 

Now you drag me here with 
some cryptic warning 
about a certain event and 
that I should just… “pay 
attention”? 

That’s it? 

That’s why you 
dragged me here? 

Yes. 

Understand that a 
lot of what we do is 
shrouded in mystery.   

It has to be so for 
events to unfold as 
they naturally must. 

But I will give you this 
passage to remember, and it 
will make sense when the 
situation calls for it. 

“For want of a nail, the shoe 
was lost.” 

Understand the significance, 
Galatea, and you will know 
what needs to be done. 

“For Want of 
a Nail”, huh? 

Once I get back 
to the present, 
I’m heading 
right to the 
library! 

Paragon City District Attorney’s Office 

Alex Wentworth 
District Attorney 

Yes.  Yes, I am. 

I’m told that you’ve 
been assigned to 
defend the city 
against a wrongful 
termination lawsuit. 

Hello Alex.   

I’m told 
you were 
looking 
for me? 
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Noble Son 
Junior Prosecutor 

Yeah, Bendix v. 
Paragon City. 

Bendix was a 
Freedom Corps 
officer that was 
fired for gross 
negligence and 
now he’s decided 
to fight it. 

Bendix…  

bendix…  

Why should I 
remember that 
name? 

Well I’m not surprised that 
you’ve heard name before… 

The guy was a real slacker.  
Set up a quota system for 
bagging gang members in 
Atlas Park, and then went 
to the Officer’s Club to 
get drunk with his team. 

Then some junior hero 
needed help and they 
weren’t there for her.  Got 
beat up pretty bad too. 

In fact I just 
called up the 
junior hero 
in question 
to come here 
and verify the 
incident in a 
deposition. 

Pyrogurl 
said she’d be 
here later in 
the week. 

WHAT?!? 
Are you out of 
your mind? 

Haven’t you been 
keeping eye on 
the news? 

Well I know that 
there’s that 
Citizen Grand 
Jury thing with 
her*, but this is 
a completely 
separate case. 

(* Issue #1) 
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Noble son…  

One of the differences between a normal 
grand jury and one invoked by the 
citizens under our city’s charter is that 
the citizen grand jury doesn’t have the 
same power to subpoena people as we do. 

In other words, as long as Pyrogurl 
stays in Boston, Alice Banks can’t force 
her come here to testify and use her 
testimony as ammunition for her anti-
hero witch hunt. 

You could have just as easily 
performed the deposition in 
Boston and kept her away from 
Missus Banks.   

Did you already confirm the 
deposition with council? 

It’s very possible that the whole 
case with Bendix suddenly deciding 
to fight his termination was 
fabricated just to bring Pyrogurl 
here to Paragon City! 

But it’s a 
separate case…  

Yes… in 
fact they 
seemed 
rather 
pleased. 

Understandably 
so…  

thank you.  I’ll 
take it from here. 

F.B.S.A.* 
Technical 
analysis. 

This is Kent 
Poderes. 

Kent, it’s 
Alex. 

We have a 
problem. 

(* Federal Bureau for 
Super-Powered Affairs.) 
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Of 
course. 

Captain?   

A word 
please. 

I just got back 
from Chief 
Clayton’s 
office…  

The brass has 
green-lit the raid 
on the clean-up 
team’s workplace.   

But… not on the 
Recruitment Group, 
and certainly not 
on Sovereign 
Insurance. 

WHAT? 

Lieutenant Keene, 
that doesn’t 
make sense! 

The cleaners 
work for the 
recruiters, and 
they in turn work 
for Sovereign 
Insurance! 

The background 
work that Lyon 
Powers did with 
the F.B.S.A. 
earlier showed 
that Sovereign 
has been 
profiting from 
the stories of 
the increased 
robberies. 

And it was 
good work on 
her part… 

But it was also 
circumstantial. 

You need prove a 
direct link… “A” 
to “B” to “C”. 

The link to the recruiters is 
shaky at best.  From your own 
report you said that the 
“training seminar” was set up 
very carefully to make it 
sound like the banks were in 
on all the operations. 

We need to prove that they 
know otherwise. 

Kings row stationhouse - an hour later…  
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Okay, then why 
still green-light 
the raid on the 
cleaners?  Their 
role in this 
seemed to be even 
more remote than 
the recruiting 
company. 

We traced the 
Vanguard 
Reservist that 
was leading the 
robbery last 
night.  He listed 
the cleaners as 
his place of 
employment. 

Then I guess you 
didn’t check with 
your undercover 
handler yet. 

Score one for good 
old-fashioned police 
work. 

Between their attack 
on you previously* and 
this connection to the 
robbery, we now have 
enough cause to shut 
them down. 

(* Issue #2) 

And while I’d rather send in 
a full SWAT team, the chief’s 
office insisted that you be 
the one to carry out the 
actual raid yourself. 

Bring in that British girl if 
you want… hell, if you still 
have MidKnight X’s number, 
get him in it too. 

I should be overjoyed by 
this.  Keene normally is 
not a big fan of the Hero 
Shield Program. 

Give ‘em hell, 
Captain. 

But something 
in me is saying 
this is wrong. 

Why suddenly make this 
a “hero-only” bust? 

There’s no sense to it. 

Kent, it’s Stevie. 

Give Katie a call 
and have her 
meet me here. 

And then I need you 
to do a little 
digging for me. 

And this needs to 
be just between you 
and me right now. 
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“This is relay center 2853.  
Please leave a name and 
contact number.” 

“The confirmation word 
is Sleeping Bear.” 

“Please hold.” 

“Please repeat the 
confirmation word.” 

“The confirmation word 
is Sleeping Bear.” 

“Sleeping Bear, you were 
instructed to not utilize 
this relay center until 
further notice.” 

“We have an urgent update on Captain 
Paragonna’s investigation.  
Priority: Parasol.” 

“We will relay the information this 
one time, but this relay center 
must be shut down afterward.” 

“Understood. 

We were able to veto the raid on the 
General, but not on the service.” 

“This does not warrant a 
Parasol priority.” 

“The raid will be commencing 
within the hour.  Operatives 
need to take steps to minimize 
incriminating material.” 

“Very well. 

Arrangements 
will be made 
this one time. 

Do not contact 
this relay 
center again.” 

“Operatives in the service 
will be alerted to respond 
accordingly. 
 
Is there anything else?” 

“It has been suggested that a 
negative media presence will 
turn public support away 
from further action.” 

“We must remind you that 
this network is to remain 
low-key, especially in 
regards to matters 
involving captain 
Paragonna’s former group.” 

“If you want one of the 
oldest members of the 
network to be taken down 
by them, that’s fine.” 

“We will continue to 
protect members of the 
network whenever 
possible.  However, we 
must do so without 
attracting attention.” 

“We cannot guarantee the 
safety of said member 
from this investigation 
without public pressure. 

Will you contact the 
media to make the 
arrangements?” Mister Cade 

Technomancer 
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I don’t like being 
told to just stand 
back.  Why even 
bring me in if I’m 
just gonna stand 
here like a donkey? 

It’s… just this… 
first group…  

Lyon Powers 
Welsh Superhero 

An hour later…  

Don’t worry... 

Who’s worried?  I 
just think you have 
some anger issues. 

You try living undercover 
for a few days and you’ll 
get a little antsy too. 

Okay… I think I got it out 
of my system.  Feel free to 
jump in anytime. 
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Did you hear the 
sound in the 
background?   

Like something 
grinding? 

Yah!  What is that? 

Paper shredders. 

They’re destroying documents! 

This is why I didn’t want this 
to be just a hero-only bust. 
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Okay, this doesn’t 
make any sense. 

What?  I mean, we 
arrested the staff 
members that attacked 
us… we have the area 
cleared out an’ have 
uniforms at all the 
entrances. 

The owner’s office. 

It’s… too clean. 

No phone, not even 
personal pictures. 

It’s almost 
like… it’s a 
store display. 

Even the papers  
on the desk 
look like 
they’re just 
gibberish. 

They knew that we 
were coming. 

They went to great 
lengths to make 
sure any kind of 
potential evidence 
is destroyed. 

Hold on…  

That 
sounds 
like…  

I was right! 

These computers are 
being scrubbed by a 
remote system on 
their network! 

But this is an older 
computer, so it takes 
longer to comply! 

Cap?  Why 
are you 
goin’ in 
there? 

Come 
on! 

I found 
it! 

Minutes later…  
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I don’t get it. 

How could you 
tell that this 
computer 
would have 
anything? 

When I was desk-
bound for a while, 
I had to work with 
old desktops like 
this office has. 

I know the sound of 
noisy cooling fan 
when the PC is being 
overtaxed with 
programs. 

There’s an erasure 
program being run 
right now, but it 
looks like it’s 
having to go 
through a lot of 
image folders. 

Great… who’d 
thought evidence 
would be saved 
because of a 
bloody workplace 
porno freak! 

So why don’t 
you just… 
unplug the 
network cable? 

Wouldn’t stop the 
program already 
running. 

Besides, with it still 
connected, I can get 
the information 
about who is 
remotely running 
things. 

Looks like 
that’s all 
you’ll get 
from it. 

Right. I just hope 
there’s enough 
data for the tech 
people to go 
through and find 
out who else is 
connected to this. 

And hopefully it’s 
not just a drive 
full of porn. 
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Well…  I thought 
I’d find 
you down 
here. 

Later that day…  

Alex… glad you 
made it. 

Hope you like the 
changes. 

Well it’s one thing 
to see the pictures…  

it’s another to 
actually come down 
here and see what 
you’ve been up to. 

So this is the new 
nerve center, huh? 

Yup.  The new 
“Mini-CPCU” 
system that 
the girls think 
is up in the 
S.E.R.A.P.H. 
office is here. 

I suppose we 
should tell 
them the truth 
at some point. 

But that’s not 
why I’m here. 

How goes the 
investigation? 

Cap thought we 
had enough 
evidence to go 
after the 
recruiters, but 
her superiors 
shot it down. 

That doesn’t 
sound right. 

The video you 
sent me from 
her showed 
probable 
cause. 

Right.  And that’s 
what bothered me 
as well. 

But right after they 
raided the clean-up 
company, I started 
seeing this on TV…  

Begin playback. 
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I have to 
wonder what 
the heroes 
were thinking 
in shutting 
down a temp 
service like 
that. 

Times are tough 
for everyone, and 
now it’s going to 
be even tougher 
because of this. 

It’s just.. Stupid. 

I think temp 
services 
play an 
essential 
role in our 
society. 

It’s wrong that a 
whole temp service 
should be shut 
down for the 
actions of a few 
bad workers. 

I think the banks 
got what they 
deserved… they 
took our money 
and our homes. 
Why aren’t the 
police going 
after them? 

I think with the 
economy as it 
is, people have 
to make certain 
sacrifices. 

As Yew can 
see, public 
support is 
clllearly 
against the 
police in 
this matter. 

Ah think our 
newwwly-elected 
District Attorney 
needs to think 
long and harrrd 
about pursuing 
this any further. 
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Well I’m not going to let my 
office be controlled by her… 
or the media for that matter. 

My god… it’s Garry becker all 
over again… only in a skirt. 

What do we know about her? 

Former prosecutor from Birmingham.  
She’s a darling in the conservative 
circles… and, yes, they’re painting 
her as being the next Becker. 

That’s just it… 
Bracer started 
condemning the 
raid on-air just 
minutes after it 
started. 

In other words, 
someone tipped 
her off.   

Just like the 
cleaners were 
given time to get 
rid of most of 
their evidence. 

Sounds like Shadowborn is up to their 
old tricks again… or maybe we’ve 
stepped on some Bilderburg toes. 

I may have to challenge my uncle on 
this at some point.  But for now, I 
need you to keep me in the loop on 
everything going on with this. 

In the meantime… there’s another 
reason why I came down here to see 
you in person. 

Why do I have 
the feeling I’m 
not going to 
like this bit 
of news? 

Alice Banks found 
a way to get 
Pyrogurl away 
from Boston. 

Krys is on her way 
here, Kent, and we 
have to keep her 
from being used 
in the witch hunt. 

Next Issue:  
Pyrogurl returns! 
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From the desk of… 

Kent PoderesKent PoderesKent PoderesKent Poderes 

Technical Consultant 

Ouroboros:  

I often consider it to be arrogant presumptiveness to think that time would 
be something that can be policed and controlled.  The entities that consider 
themselves to be the “masters of time” end up being either woefully 
impotent or dangerously megalomaniacal.   

The first group of “ultimate enforcers” that I encountered were the Utopians; the same beings from the 
universe that Doc Tor came from.  At first, they were masters of just time and space for their own 
universe, but once they discovered the existence of other universes, they claimed jurisdiction over them as 
well.  They claimed that they’re just observers, but when the time came to deal with the demigod Alor, they 
finally decided they needed to act only after Tor took action on his own.  Their “action” involved recruiting 
hundreds of heroes, such as myself, from other universes and time periods.  When the battle was done, 
though, only myself and one other hero survived, and I didn’t know until recently that this other hero was 
Daybright, a hero that recruited in 2010 by Libra, not by the Utopians.   

The second group of “time enforcers” that I have come across are the Menders of Ouroboros.  Unlike the 
Utopians, though, they are quite content in sticking to matters of time within this universe. 

The Menders claim to be operatives from various points in time, although most of the operatives appear to 
be from humanity’s future.  They each talk about a future event known as “The Coming Storm”, and that they 
have been trying to prevent it from taking place, even though by their own admission, it has already started 
with the destruction of Galaxy City. 

Their base of operations, Ouroboros, is situated near the theoretical end of all time.  It is a continual 
paradox, keeping itself minutes away from complete oblivion by folding time in on itself into a bubble.  What 
holds it in that state of perpetual paradox is something called the Pillar of Ice and Flame, a living paradox 
in and of itself.  The Pillar also allows others to travel through time and thus make changes to it. 

The Menders have insulated themselves with a collection of allies, including the Greek god Prometheus, and 
with several of Paragon City’s heroes, including Flower Knight.  They have also recruited Galatea on more 
than one occasion, and in one instance they held her for several months with no reason given.  This has 
rightly made her question their motives. 

There is one hero that they refuse to work with, though.   

As a former time manipulator, Doc Tor has been deemed too “dangerous” for the Menders to allow access 
to the Pillar.  They have every reason to be concerned, although you have to wonder if that fear is out of 
concern for what he could do, or of what he will find out about their activities. 

Words of wisdom and reference from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 

With Pyrogurl returning to 
Paragon City, can the 
Guardians keep her from being 
used in Alice Banks’ witch-
hunt? 

And what happens when the 
crusading special prosecutor 
turns to an old adversary 
group for help? 

Find out in Issue #6! 

Editor’s Notes:  

The Writing on the Wall… 

Readers of “Guardians of the Dawn 

Spotlight” may recall that certain “cryptic 

messages” were scribbled on chalkboards in 

various locations, most notably in the 

Guardian Base.  Some were in reference to 

events that soon happened, and others were 

references to things that went on in Paragon 

City. 

In Issue #3, we saw the return of the “cryptic chalkboard” and its strange messages, 

and I’m sure you’ll find that some of them are strange indeed. 

But if you pay attention to the story, you’ll start to discover that each message is 

connected somehow to an event that either has happened or will happen.  In fact, at 

least two references are connected to this very issue.  Can you spot them? 

For more about the “cryptic chalkboard” and other little secrets of the series, be sure 

to visit the official website for The Guardian Powers... 
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